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PREFACE 


In  compiling  this  work  through  ten  generations  of  one  branch  of  the 
Whittaker  family  in  America,  I  have  recorded  the  genealogical  informa¬ 
tion  as  it  was  obtained  from  both  primary  and  secondary  sources.  For  the 
most  part  this  material  concerns  the  Huntingdon  County  family  and  their 
collateral  branches.  Undoubtedly  there  are  some  mistakes  and  possibly 
some  omissions,  but  I  have  been  as  accurate  as  I  could  be  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Among  the  published  items  that  have  been  of  value  in  assembling 
this  record  are  the  following:  The  History  of  Huntingdon  and  Blair 
County,  1883,  by  J.  Simpson  Africa;  Distinguished  Families  in  America, 
1912,  by  William  B.  Aitken;  Etymological  Dictionary  of  Family  and 
Christian  Names,  1857,  by  William  Arthur;  Ulster  County  Probate 
Records,  1906,  by  Gustave  Anjou;  History  of  Saugerties,  1902,  by  Ben 
M.  Brink;  Egle}s  Notes  and  Queries,  Vol.  I  and  Vol.  II,  3rd  Series,  1st 
Ed.,  by  William  H.  Egle,  M.D.;  Surname  Book  and  Racial  History,  by 
Susan  Young  Gates;  Some  Records  of  the  Beekman  family,  by  James  R. 
Gibson,  Jr.;  History  of  Huntingdon  County,  1876,  by  Milton  S.  Lytle; 
Commemorative  Biographical  Encyclopedia  of  the  Juniata  Valley,  1897, 
by  J.  M.  Runk;  and  The  Life  of  Reverend  William  Smith,  D.D.,  1880,  by 
Horace  Wemyss  Smith.  I  have  used  the  material  in  my  own  book  The 
Huyetts  and  Their  Kin,  published  in  1952,  and  have  consulted  the  tax 
lists,  deed  books,  will  books,  and  administrative  accounts  in  the  Hunting¬ 
don  County  Courthouse.  Furthermore,  I  have  found  helpful  The  New 
York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record  and  the  Pennsylvania  Arch¬ 
ives,  3rd  Series  and  5th  Series,  as  well  as  the  United  States  Census  of 
1790,  1800,  1810,  1820,  and  1850,  the  last  four  census  tabulations  being 
microfilmed  and  available  at  the  state  library  in  Harrisburg.  The  Zeamer 
Records  on  file  in  the  same  library  were  of  great  interest.  Family  histories 
compiled  by  Burhans  and  by  Hoes  were  also  of  much  value. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  volume  I  have  had  the  encouragement  and 
generous  help  of  many  persons  who  have  been  most  kind  and  cooperative, 
but  I  am  especially  grateful  to  the  following  for  their  part  in  this  research 
and  for  their  support  and  understanding:  Miss  Clara  McMurtrie,  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Breneman,  Saxton,  Pa.,  Mr.  Clarence  H.  Whit¬ 
taker,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  Dr.  Ralph  R.  Whittaker,  Williamsburg,  Pa., 
Justice  Charles  E.  Whittaker,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Mr.  Floyd  G. 
Hoenstine,  Hollidaysburg,  Pa. 
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CHAPTER  I 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  SURNAME  WHITTAKER 

In  Britain  the  historical  origin  of  many  surnames  can  be  traced  to 
their  beginnings  in  the  thirteenth  or  fourteenth  centuries.  However,  most 
surnames  gradually  came  into  existence  over  a  span  of  many  centuries. 
Some  names  are  comparatively  recent;  others  are  very  old.  For  many 
generations  after  the  Norman  Conquest  in  1066  the  baptismal  or  Chris¬ 
tian  name  was  considered  to  be  of  more  significance  than  a  secondary  or 
a  surname.  Church  and  court  records,  some  as  late  as  the  seventeenth 
century,  kept  their  lists  in  accordance  with  the  given  name.  About  the 
twelfth  century  in  England  and  a  century  earlier  in  France,  members  of 
the  upper  classes  began  to  see  the  need  of  a  more  distinguishing  quality 
than  that  bestowed  by  a  single  first  name.  Later  in  imitation  of  the  nobil¬ 
ity  the  rising  middle  class,  also,  began  to  attach  to  their  first  names  a 
secondary  appellation  which  might  be  carried  on  by  their  children  and 
again  might  not  be  assumed  in  the  next  generation.  If  for  two  or  three 
generations  a  family  used  the  same  secondary  name,  that  name  could  be 
considered  as  inherited,  achieving  the  dignity  of  a  family  cognomen. 
In  the  Middle  Ages  neither  law  nor  custom  impelled  a  person  to  acquire 
a  second  designation.  Nevertheless,  as  the  centuries  passed  social  customs 
so  developed  that  surnames  became  desirable  and  necessary.  Sometimes 
the  clerks  who  kept  the  assessment  lists,  the  church  accounts,  and  the 
court  records  would  add  an  appellation  to  the  individual’s  baptismal 
name  in  order  to  prevent  confusion  of  identity. 

Surnames  have  originated  in  various  ways.  Some  are  place  names, 
taken  from  a  county,  a  parish,  a  hill,  a  body  of  water,  or  a  stream;  others 
were  derived  from  offices  held  or  trades  pursued;  still  others  came  into 
being  as  the  result  of  some  personal  characteristic,  such  as  names  like 
“Strong”.  'Tittle”,  or  “Hardy”.  A  fourth  group  developed  from  the 
Christian  or  proper  name  of  a  parent,  for  instance  Williamson,  the  son  of 
William;  Robertson,  the  son  of  Robert,  or  Jameson,  the  son  of  James. 
Prefixes  such  as  “mac”  and  “fitz”  meaning  the  son  of  are  further  examples. 
In  addition  the  animal,  mineral,  and  vegetable  worlds,  as  well,  have 
contributed  their  share  to  human  nomenclature. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  name  Whittaker,  which  has  had  a  variety  of 
spellings,  (although  for  the  past  three  hundred  years,  this  branch  of  the 
family  has  written  the  name  with  two  t’s)  researches  indicate  that  this  is 
the  name  of  a  very  old  and  well-known  family  in  England,  originating 
in  the  midland  and  northern  sections  of  the  country  chiefly  in  the  counties 
of  Lancaster  and  Warwick  and  that  the  Whittaker  family  derived  their 
name  from  one  of  a  number  of  parishes  so-called  in  Warwickshire  and 
other  localities.  A  family  tradition  states  that  the  ancestors  of  the  family 
traced  in  this  book  came  from  near  the  border  country  between  England 
and  Northern  Wales.  Today  the  name  is  found  in  many  parts  of  England 
and  is  known  in  every  English  speaking  country. 
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Be  that  as  it  may,  etymologists  differ  somewhat  as  to  the  exact  origin 
ol  the  name,  but  they  all  agree  as  to  its  being  a  place  name.  It  is  doubtful 
if  the  cognomen  dates  earlier  than  the  thirteenth  century  b:cause  of  the 
general  lack  of  surnames  among  the  people  and  because  the  consonantal 
digraph  only  appears  in  the  court  rolls  towards  the  end  of  that  century. 

Furthermore,  the  Old  English  spelling  was  not  entirely  replaced  for 
two  centuries;  the  four  forms,  prefixing  the  name,  “Hw”,  Qw”,  “W”, 
and  “Wh”,  sometimes  appeared  almost  side  by  side  in  the  national  records. 
The  spelling  of  Whittaker  in  the  thirteenth  century  was  Whytacre  or 
Whitacre,  indicating  that  individuals  were  bearing  this  name  in  that  cen¬ 
tury,  the  earliest  on  record.  For  example,  a  Richard  de  Whytacre,  is  listed 
in  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  a  church  tax  list,  and  a  Jordan  de  Whytacre 
is  found  in  the  Placita  de  Quo  Warranto ,  a  court  document,  both  names 
thus  being  preserved  in  thirteenth  century  manuscripts.  In  1324  on  a  list 
of  English  surnames  a  De  Will'O  de  Whitacre  is  discovered  on  the  records 
of  persons  fined  at  the  hallmote  of  Ightenhull  during  the  reign  of  Edward 
II.  In  the  fourteenth  century  other  spellings  occur  as  Whitacre  in  the 
shire  of  Worcester  and  Wheatacre  in  Norfolk;  while  in  1323  an  Adam 
de  Whitekar  is  found  on  the  court  rolls  for  Lancastershire. 

The  use  of  the  “de,”  translated  as  of,  at,  or  from,  was  characteristic 
of  those  early  centuries  in  England  and  really  had  as  much  significance 
as  the  address  of  a  person  today.  This  is  equally  true  of  the  “von”  in 
German  and  “van”  in  Dutch  or  the  “di”  of  the  Italians.  The  Norman- 
French  preposition  did  not  always  imply  the  possesssion  of  a  landed  estate 
held  in  vassalage  to  a  higher  rank.  However,  as  time  passed  the  use  of  the 
preposition  began  to  assume  an  aristocratic  connotation. 

With  reference  to  the  original  meaning  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  syllables 
used  to  make  up  the  name,  authorities  differ.  One  source  says  that  the 
“acre”  referred  to  the  cornland,  ploughed  or  sown,  and  may  be  found 
in  such  combinations  as  Oldacre,  Longacre,  or  Whitacre.  Other  re¬ 
searches  indicate  that  the  name  is  derived  from  the  north  part  of  a  grave¬ 
yard,  usually  alloted  to  the  poor,  from  “wite”  a  penalty,  and  “acre”  a 
place  of  burial.  Or  again  the  syllables  mean  the  north-east  part  of  a  flat 
or  shoal  —  the  middle  ground.  Another  reference  cites  that  the  first  syl¬ 
lable  means  “white”  and  refers  to  color  and  “acre”  to  ground.  One  might 
conclude  that  the  name  with  its  two  parts  applies  to  the  land  and  the 
color  of  the  land.  A  combination  of  “white”  with  “acres”  in  the  accepted 
meanings  of  those  terms  is  as  good  an  interpretation  as  can  be  found. 

In  the  Parish  Register  of  England,  1910  edition,  identified  on  the 
list  for  1538  is  a  geographical  division  known  as  Wheatacre  Burgh,  Nor¬ 
folk,  and  in  1539  a  Whiteacre,  Nether  Warwick.  For  the  same  period  is 
listed  a  Reverend  H.  H.  Whitaker,  vicar  of  Altham.  These  facts  indicate 
that  by  the  sixteenth  century  the  name  was  becoming  well-known. 

In  Burkes'  General  Armory  occurs  the  reference  to  the  Whitakers  of 
the  Holme,  Lancaster  County,  one  of  the  oldest  families  with  the  longest 
line  of  proved  descent  and  assumed  to  be  the  progenitors  of  most  all  by 
that  name.  This  family  is  derived  from  Richard  Whitaker  of  Holme,  Es¬ 
quire,  living  in  1543,  the  great-grandson  of  Thomas  Whitaker,  of  Holme, 
A.D.  1431,  now  represented  by  Thomas  Horden  Whitaker,  of  the  Holme, 
Esquire,  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Thoresley  Whittaker,  M.A. 
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The  coat  of  arms  forming  a  frontispiece  to  this  book  was  borne  by 
the  Reverend  Thomas  Thoresley  Whittaker,  who  lived  in  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century. 

A  number  of  Whittaker  families,  dating  their  ancestry  from  the  six¬ 
teenth  century,  are  identified  in  Burkes'  publications.  The  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  of  the  name  was  the  celebrated  divine,  the  Reverend  William 
Whittaker,  professor  of  Divinity  at  Cambridge  University,  whose  library 
was  so  famous  that  it  was  purchased  after  his  death  by  Queen  Elizabeth  I. 

In  the  Whittaker  coat  of  arms  the  three  mascles,  silver  in  color, 
appear  against  a  sable  background,  forming  the  basic  design  of  the 
achievement.  Occasionally  the  fess  will  be  used,  a  wide  horizontal  band 
across  the  middle  of  the  escutcheon.  Whether  the  name  is  spelled  with 
one  or  with  two  t’s,  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  family,  the  coat 
armor  has  the  same  basic  design  on  the  escutcheon,  while  the  crest  ever 
differs  and  so  will  the  motto  below  the  shield. 

As  has  been  shown,  the  name  has  been  in  existence  since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  thirteenth  century,  from  the  time  of  the  quaint  Anglo-Saxon 
lettering  of  “de  Whytacre”  to  the  modern  spelling  of  Whitaker  or  Whit¬ 
taker.  In  regard  to  the  immediate  family,  which  is  the  subject  for  this 
book,  their  colonial  ancestor,  who  arrived  on  these  shores  in  1664  with 
the  Duke  of  York  regiment,  wrote  his  signature  as  Edward  Whittaker 
with  the  double  letter. 
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CHAPTER  II 


THE  WHITTAKER  FAMILY,  OF  ULSTER  COUNTY, 

NEW  YORK 

Edward  Whittaker,  Sr.,  the  founder  of  this  line  of  the  family  in 
America,  was  a  soldier  with  the  Duke  of  York  regiment  which  occupied 
New  Amsterdam  in  September,  1664.  He  was  a  member  of  Captain  Brod- 
head’s  company  and  later  was  stationed  at  Esopus,  (Kingston)  Ulster 
County,  New  York.  Subsequently,  he  married  a  New  England  girl,  Mrs. 
Hannah  (Wakeman)  Hackleton,  who  had  been  living  in  this  seaport 
colony  since  it  had  come  under  English  rule. 

The  facts  about  his  life  are  rather  limited,  but  it  is  known  that  he 
prospered  and  became  a  man  of  substance  in  the  county.  As  to  his  tem¬ 
perament,  in  the  Whittaker  papers  on  file  in  the  town  museum  and  li¬ 
brary  at  Kingston,  New  York,  is  found  an  interesting  and  picturesque 
account  of  the  kind  of  man  he  was  as  he  appeared  to  one  narrator.  The 
reference  stated  that  Captain  Edward  Whittaker  was  a  roisterous  and 
high-tempered  man  “when  under  the  influence  of  liquor  and  withal 
pugnacious  did  not  spend  his  days  without  trouble  both  at  home  and  with 
his  neighbors.  He  lived  for  some  years  at  Hussey’s  hill  but  sold  his 
estate  there  and  moved  to  the  valley  of  the  Esopus  creek  where  he  died 
.  .  .  ”  in  1695,  leaving  two  sons,  James  and  Edward,  Jr. 

With  respect  to  the  preceding  quotation  one  needs  to  keep  in  mind 
that  as  an  English  Colonist  in  a  predominantly  Dutch  neighborhood  he 
belonged  to  the  ruling  class,  and  as  a  soldier  of  the  seventeenth  century 
he  lived  in  a  swash-buckling  age. 

His  wife  Hannah  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Wake- 
man.  About  1658  she  had  married  her  first  husband,  Francis  Hackleton, 
but  as  a  widow  came  to  New  York,  probably  in  1673,  where  she  met  and 
was  befriended  by  Captain  Whittaker. 

Her  father,  Samuel  Wakeman,  was  baptized  September  25,  1603,  in 
England  and  was  the  son  of  Francis  Wakeman  of  Bewdley.  He  came  to 
New  England  in  the  ship  Lion  and  settled  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  November 
2,  1631.  Later  he  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.  At  the  time  of  the  troubles 
with  the  Spanish  he  was  killed  in  the  Bahamas  in  164 1.1 

The  two  sons  of  Edward  and  Hannah  Whittaker,  achieving  promi¬ 
nence  in  that  part  of  the  Hudson  River  valley,  became  magistrates  in 
Ulster  County  and  cattle  dealers  by  occupation.  Family  tradition  says 
they  were  lost  at  sea  while  on  a  return  trip  to  England,  but  it  is  believed 
that  Edward  died  quietly  in  his  bed. 

1.  The  Neiv  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record,  April  1939,  Vol.  LXX,  No.  2,  pp.  11-15. 
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(II)  JAMES  WHITTAKER,  born  1674;  died  c.  1745;  married  in 
1696  Elizabeth  Titsoort  and  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Hanna,  baptized  September  26,  1697. 

2.  Neeltje,  baptized  November  6,  1698. 

3.  Mary,  baptized  February  11,  1700. 

4.  Elizabeth,  baptized  September  14.  1701. 

5.  Sarah,  baptized  March  28,  1703. 

6.  Edward,  II,  born  1705  ;  died  July  6,  1  768. 

7.  Rachel,  baptized  January  12,  1707. 

8.  William,  baptized  October  31,  1708. 

9.  Daniel,  baptized  February  7,  1714. 

10.  Samuel,  baptized  December  25,  1715. 

11.  Lidia,  baptized  July  14,  1717. 

(II)  EDWARD  WHITTAKER.  JR.,  who  was  appointed  a  captain 
in  the  Lister  County  militia  by  Governor  Hunter  during  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  commission  dated  July  6.  1711,  was  married  on  June  18, 
1700,  to  Hillitje  Burhans,  the  daughter  of  Jan  and  Helen  (Traphagen) 
Burhans. 

12.  Margarita,  baptized  November  3,  1700;  died  early. 

13.  Hanna,  baptized  November  29,  1702;  married  Hendrick  Schoon- 
maker. 

14.  Helena,  baptized  June  20,  1708;  married  Laurens  Osterhoudt 
Ploeg. 

15.  Theodosia,  baptized  May  7,  1710;  married  Tjerck  Schoonmaker. 

16.  Hillitje,  baptized  December  12,  1714;  married  Edward  Whit¬ 
taker,  II. 

17.  Henry,  baptized  May  5,  1717. 

18.  Edward,  III,  married  Jacoba  Hardenburgh,  December  19,  1729. 

19.  Jan  married  Catharine . ,  July  9,  1736. 

Edward  Whittaker,  Jr.,  left  a  will  dated  May  5,  1720.  In  this  will 
he  gave  his  wife  his  whole  estate  during  her  widowhood;  but,  only  one 
third  if  she  remarried.  He  bequeathed  one  seventh  each  to  his  living  chil¬ 
dren.  Edward,  III,  received  his  cane;  John,  his  sword;  and  Henry,  the 
carbine. 

(III)  2.  NEELTJE  WHITTAKER,  married  Symen  Wageningen. 

20.  Elizabeth,  baptized  September  28,  1739. 

(Ill)  6.  EDWARD  WHITTAKER,  II,  married  his  first  cousin, 
Hillitje  Whittaker,  December  5,  1734,  the  daughter  of  Edward,  Jr.,  and 
Hillitje  (Burhans)  Whittaker.  Mrs.  Hillitje  (Whittaker)  Whittaker  died 
February  20,  1761. 

21.  James,  baptized  January  4,  1736;  married  Elizabeth  Van  Steen- 
burgh,  September  19,  1761. 
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22.  Nelly,  baptized  September  18,  1737;  married  Jacobus  Swart, 
November  6,  1762. 

23 .  Whittaker,  baptized  September  27,  1741,  married  by 

state  license,  May  4,  1769,  Elizabeth  De  Witt,  born  December  2,  1739  ; 
died  1771,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria  (Tenbroeck)  De  Witt.  He 
married,  second,  Catryntje  Du  Bois. 

24.  Hillitje,  baptized  November  6,  1743;  died  in  infancy. 

25.  Rachel,  baptized  May  26,  1745;  married  Tobyas  Swart. 

26.  Abraham,  baptized  August  30,  1747;  died  May  26,  1750. 

27.  William,  baptized  October  16,  1748. 

28.  Hillitje,  baptized  July  12,  1752  ;  married  at  Kingston,  New  York, 
Jacob  Ploeg,  June  26,  1784. 

29.  Abraham,  baptized  June  8,  1755. 

30.  Margarita,  baptized  March  20,  1757;  married,  October  27,  1782, 
William  Marius  Groen;  baptized  at  Kingston,  October  19,  1746,  the  son 
of  Jacob  Marius  and  Catrina  (Schepmoes)  Groen.  Mrs.  Margarita 
(Whittaker)  Groen  died  May  17,  1790. 

(Ill)  7.  RACHEL  WHITTAKER  married,  November  15,  1730, 
Jan  Eltinge;  baptized  February  11,  1709,  the  son  of  William  and  Jannetje 
(Le  Sueur)  Eltinge. 

(Ill)  8.  WILLIAM  WHITTAKER  married  Catrina  Ploeg  at  King¬ 
ston,  September  24,  1736. 

31.  Jemmi,  baptized  October  23,  1737. 

32.  Elizabeth,  baptized  February  18,  1739;  married  Jacob  Burhans, 
the  son  of  Barent  Burhans,  May  1763. 

33.  Annaatzen,  baptized  April  27,  1740. 

34.  Jan,  baptized  May  30,  1742. 

35.  Lidia,  baptized  December  4,  1743. 

36.  Catrina,  baptized  March  24,  1745.. 

37.  William,  baptized  July  24,  1748. 

38.  Hillitzen,  baptized  December  2,  1750. 

39.  Catharine,  baptized  September  26,  1756. 

40.  Helena,  baptized  January  28,  1759. 

(Ill)  9.  DANIEL  WHITTAKER  married,  November  10,  1738, 
Judickje  Beekman,  baptized  December  2,  1715;  died  April  10,  1758,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Maria  (Wynkoop)  Beekman.  Their  children 
were  all  baptized  in  the  old  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  Kingston.  This 
family  left  Ulster  County  in  1764  and  traveled  southward  into  the  neigh¬ 
boring  state. 

41.  Thomas,  baptized  September  28,  1739;  died  young. 

42.  James,  baptized  December  25,  1740;  married,  April  14,  1764, 
Jannet  je  HofT  and  had  a  son  Daniel,  baptized  June  5,  1770. 

43.  Maria,  baptized  August  1,  1742. 
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44.  Elizabeth,  baptized  February  19,  1744. 

45.  Thomas,  baptized  July  28,  1745;  died  young. 

46.  Sara,  baptized  April  12,  1747. 

47.  Catrina,  baptized  February  12,  1749. 

48.  John,  baptized  May  19,  1751;  died  young. 

49.  Thomas,  baptized  April  26,  1752. 

50.  Daniel,  baptized  February  16,  1755. 

51.  Johannes,  baptized  April  10,  1757. 

Thomas  Beekman,  born  April  13,  1689,  in  New  York;  died  July  11, 
1759,  in  Kingston;  married  in  Kingston,  January  14,  1715,  Maria  Wyn- 
koop,  baptized  April  23,  1693;  died  July  7,  1758,  the  daughter  of  Major 
Johannes  Wynkoop  and  Judickje  (Bloodgood)  Wynkoop.  Thomas  was 
the  son  of  Johannes  Beekman,  of  New  York,  baptized  November  22,  1656; 
died  July  21,  1751,  and  Aeltze  (Popinga)  Beekman,  baptized  March  26, 
1664;  daughter  of  Thomas  Laurensen  Popinga  from  Groerinigen,  Hol¬ 
land;  and  the  grandson  of  William  and  Catharine  (De  Boogh)  Beekman, 
of  New  York. 

(Ill)  10.  SAMUEL  WHITTAKER,  married,  March  10,  1738, 
Catryn  Burhans,  baptized  August  10,  1714,  the  daughter  of  Barent  and 
Margaret  (Legg)  Burhans.  Barent  Burhans  was  baptized  April  24,  1681, 
the  son  of  Jan  and  the  grandson  of  Jacob  Burhans.  Their  issue  is  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

52.  Jacobus,  baptized  September  10,  1738;  married  in  Kingston  in 
1768,  Annatje  Osterhout. 

53.  Elisabeth,  baptized  June  29,  1740. 

54.  Barent,  baptized  April  18,  1742;  married,  December  22,  1770, 
Geertrug  Minkelaar,  the  daughter  of  Harmanus  Minkelaar  and  Greetje 
(Hoffman)  Minkelaar,  baptized  at  Kingston  March  24,  1754. 

55.  William,  baptized  February  12,  1744. 

56.  Petrus,  baptized  March  30,  1746;  died  August  20,  1823.  He 
married  in  Kingston  on  October  6,  1770,  Margaret  Van  Wagenen,  who 
was  baptized  on  October  6,  1751,  the  daughter  of  Johannes  Van  Wage¬ 
nen  and  Elizabeth  (Burhans)  Van  Wagenen.  Mrs.  Margaret  (Van  Wage¬ 
nen)  Whittaker  died  January  26,  1833. 

57.  Rachel,  baptized  January  31,  1748;  married,  September  6,  1770, 
at  Kingston,  Josias  Minkelaar,  baptized  at  Germantown,  New  York,  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1749,  the  son  of  Harmanus  Minkelaar  and  Grietje  (Hoffman) 
Minkelaar. 

58.  Geesje,  baptized  at  Saugerties,  New  York,  June  30,  1753;  mar¬ 
ried  at  Kingston,  May  13,  1779,  Johannes  Turk,  baptized  May  12,  1754, 
the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ada  (Van  Wiehapt)  Turk. 

59.  Lena,  baptized  May  10,  1755,  at  Saugerties;  married  George 
Foland. 
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CHAPTER  III 


THOMAS  WHITTAKER, 

A  HUNTINGDON  COUNTY  PIONEER 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  came  the  first  Whittaker 
with  his  wife  and  son  to  settle  in  Huningdon  County.  This  colonial  figure, 
Thomas  Whittaker,  who  was  a  descendant  of  a  family  that  had  been 
established  in  America  since  1664,  came  from  Middletown  on  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  to  Huntingdon  in  1791.  Today  his  descendants  well  on  to  two 
hundred  years  later  and  in  the  seventh  generation  removed  from  this  early 
resident  are  yet  dwelling  in  the  same  valley.  This  branch  of  the  Whittaker 
family  has  lived  in  America  for  ten  generations. 

As  a  restless  pioneer,  who  had  come  from  the  more  settled  section  of 
the  state,  he  was  a  typical  one  in  that  he  had  done  much  wandering  about 
the  country  until  he  saw  the  hills  and  valleys  of  the  upper  Juniata.  As  a 
frontiersman  he  was  characteristic  in  that,  like  many  of  those  of  old 
colonial  stock,  he  kept  few  records  of  his  travels.  However,  by  means  of 
tax  lists  and  deed  books  his  places  of  settlement  can  be  ascertained  for 
definite  periods  of  time. 

Since  the  colonial  times  are  almost  two  centuries  distant  from  the 
present  day,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  known  facts  about  this  early 
ancestor.  He  was  of  the  Calvinist  faith  and  supported  the  Huntingdon 
Presbvterian  Church  from  its  first  establishment  in  the  town.  He  was  a 
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member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  probably  because  he  was  an  innkeeper, 
the  periodic  meetings  of  the  fraternity  would  be  held  in  his  inn  parlor. 
He  was  a  distiller  of  grain;  he  kept  the  ferry  across  the  Juniata  River,  held 
the  local  township  offices,  such  as  road  supervisor  and  tax  appraiser;  and, 
undoubtedlv,  was  a  member  of  the  militia. 

On  the  tax  returns  as  an  innkeeper  his  occupation  is  listed.  Being 
the  landlord  of  an  inn  was  a  calling  that  in  colonial  times  was  often  fol¬ 
lowed  by  men  of  ability,  for  it  represented  a  certain  business  acumen  and 
social  amenity. 

In  the  founding  days  of  the  Republic  an  innholder  was  a  man  of 
consequence  in  his  town.  His  tavern  would  be  known  locally  to  all.  At 
his  door  stopped  the  itinerant  stage  coach  to  drop  the  mail,  to  let  the 
passengers  alight  and  get  a  square  meal,  to  take  on  new  passengers,  or 
to  make  a  change  of  horses.  The  inn  was  the  meeting  place  for  travelers 
and  strangers;  for  villagers  and  country  people  who  came  to  collect  their 
mail,  to  read  the  public  notices,  and  to  gossip  a  bit.  Frequently,  only  the 
inn  with  its  wide  taproom  would  have  the  largest  room  in  town  available 
for  community  use,  other  than  that  found  in  a  public  building;  conse¬ 
quently,  it  would  be  the  scene  of  social  events,  informal  political  gather¬ 
ings,  and  committee  meetings  of  various  degrees  of  importance.  About 
the  inn  of  the  olden  time  hovered  an  air  of  drama  and  excitement  wheth¬ 
er  it  were  situated  on  the  frontier;  or,  in  a  more  sophisticated  setting, 
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such  as  exemplified  by  the  Wayside  Inn  of  Massachusetts,  where  hung 
the  Howe  coat  of  arms  belonging  to  the  “landlord  of  ancient  pedigree/’ 
or  the  famous  Raleigh  Tavern  of  aristocratic  Williamsburg. 

Withal  an  air  of  dignity  the  landlord  was  ever  the  genial  host.  He 
was  always  at  his  inn  welcoming  the  guests  with  a  smile  and  a  warm 
grasp  of  the  hand  ready  to  entertain  them  with  good  food,  a  glass  of  hot 
flip  seasoned  with  nutmeg,  or  a  hot  toddy  spiced  with  cloves.  Not  the 
least  of  his  attributes  would  be  the  ability  to  tell  a  good  story,  to  relate 
the  latest  news  of  the  countryside,  or  to  moderate  the  heat  of  a  political 
argument. 

Important  to  a  successful  innkeeper  was  the  kind  of  wile  he  had. 
From  traditional  sources  it  is  known  that  Thomas  Whittaker  was  fortu¬ 
nate  in  his  wife,  for  she  seems  to  have  been  a  woman  of  vitality  and 
charm.  Margaret  Ventalan,  born  in  1749,  was  of  Holland-Dutch  descent. 
Married  when  they  were  both  very  young,  she  proved  a  capable  helpmate. 
Being  a  descendant  of  a  nationality  noted  for  its  love  of  cleanliness  and 
order,  Madame  Whittaker,  one  can  believe,  would  see  that  in  the  inn 
parlor  the  pewter,  i.e.,  the  tankards  in  a  row  on  the  fireplace  mantle, 
the  platters  on  their  wall  racks,  and  the  pewter  spoons  in  their  frame 
holder,  was  polished  to  shine  like  silver.  Supervising  the  servants,  she 
would  see  that  the  floors  were  well  scrubbed  and  sanded  and  that  in  the 
tavern  kitchen  the  roast  on  its  spit  was  being  turned  properly.  Bearing 
her  share  in  the  activity  of  the  business  and  looking  after  their  own  do¬ 
mestic  establishment,  she  must  have  been  a  resourceful  woman,  possessing 
both  energy  and  dignity. 

On  a  Huntingdon  County  tax  record  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  one 
servant,  a  Negro  slave,  was  part  of  the  Whittaker  menage  a  that  time.  A 
fact  that  is  not  so  unusual  for  other  families  had  colored  help,  such  as  the 
Lloyd  family  who  had  emigrated  from  Virginia  and  had  settled  near 
Huntingdon  in  post  Revolutionary  days. 

To  return  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Thomas  Whittaker,  the  son 
of  Daniel  and  Judickje  (Beekman)  Whittaker  came  of  the  Ulster  County, 
New  York  family.  During  the  American  Revolution,  the  Beekmans,  his 
Mother’s  people,  were  of  the  Tory  persuasion.  According  to  tradition  in 
the  Whittaker  family  some  Tory  ancestors  were  in  their  background,  and 
the  Beekman  kinship  could  have  been  the  basis  for  this  belief. 

The  father  of  Thomas  was  born  in  1714,  the  son  of  James  Whittaker, 
born  1674;  died  1745.  James  was  the  son  of  Edward  Whittaker,  a  soldier 
with  the  Duke  of  York  regiment  that  occupied  New  Amsterdam  in  1664. 
Consequently,  that  year  can  be  cited  as  the  date  for  the  time  this  colonial 
family  “came  over”  from  England.  For  generations  the  Whittakers  were 
citizens  of  Ulster  County  and  the  descendants  of  the  first  settler  are  there 
to  this  day. 

About  1764  after  the  death  of  his  wife  and  the  marriage  of  the  older 
children  in  his  family,  Daniel  Whittaker,  the  father  of  Thomas,  with  the 
younger  children  left  Ulster  County  and  traveled  southward  into  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Because  of  the  lack  of  records,  no  trace  of  this  family  is  discern¬ 
ible  for  the  next  few  years,  but  it  is  apparent  that  they  were  dwelling  in 
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the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  However,  during  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  records  indicate  that  Thomas  and  his  younger  brother  Daniel,  Jr., 
were  living  in  the  Hanover  district  of  Lancaster  County,  which  today  is 
part  of  Dauphin  County  and  the  Middletown  vicinity.  The  brothers  saw 
military  service  in  a  Pennsylvania  Rifle  battalion  raised  in  the  Hanovers 
which  participated  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island  in  August  of  1776;  but 
obviously,  did  not  report  for  roll  call  after  that  confused  engagement,  for 
such  is  indicated  on  the  muster  report.  Perhaps  the  familiar  scenes  and 
the  nearness  of  relatives  living  in  the  Hudson  River  valley  were  a  load¬ 
stone  to  their  actions.  Nevertheless,  a  year  or  two  later  their  names  are 
found  again  on  the  roster  of  a  Cumberland  County  battalion  in  Captain 
Marshall’s  company. 

Through  the  years  1778  to  1782  according  to  the  earliest  state  tax 
records,  Thomas  Whittaker,  as  a  renter,  was  living  in  Fermanagh  Town¬ 
ship,  Cumberland  County.  (Fermanagh  is  now  part  of  Juniata  County.) 
Here  he  cultivated  the  soil,  having  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  with 
livestock  consisting  of  horses,  sheep,  and  a  number  of  cows.  In  addition 
to  his  farming  he  also  operated  a  distillery  on  his  land  which,  probably, 
lay  along  the  Juniata  River. 

The  distilling  of  liquor  in  colonial  times  was  a  source  of  income  to 
many  an  enterprising  pioneer.  With  the  roads  non-existent  or  at  most 
barely  passable,  disposing  profitably  of  a  heavy  crop  like  grain  was  made 
only  possible  by  its  being  transformed  into  whiskey  and  corn  liquor.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  original  sources,  Thomas  was  engaged  in  this  occupation 
most  of  his  life,  and  it  was  a  pursuit  later  carried  on  satisfactorily  by  some 
of  his  descendants. 

Leaving  Fermanagh  Township  for  some  unknown  reason,  perhaps 
because  he  did  not  own  the  land  he  farmed,  our  colonial  ancestor  settled 
for  the  next  few  years,  1783-1785  inclusive,  in  the  neighboring  township 
of  Rye,  Cumberland  County.  (Rye  is  now  in  Perry  County.)  In  this 
township  at  that  time  the  names  of  other  Whittakers  are  found  in  the 
county  archives;  for  instance,  a  Samuel  Whittaker,  Sr.,  two  others  by  the 
name  of  Samuel  Whittaker,  and  a  Sarah  Whittaker,  all  were  possibly 
relatives  of  Thomas,  because  they  were  family  names  and  because  he  had 
an  LTncle  Samuel  and  a  sister  named  Sarah. 

During  these  years  he  farmed  a  one  hundred  and  fifty  acre  tract  of 
land  and  owned  some  livestock  in  horses  and  cows.  This  farm  was  sit¬ 
uated  along  the  river,  probably  at  the  mouth  of  the  Juniata,  for  while 
living  here  he  operated  a  ferry. 

In  the  year  1786  Thomas,  succumbing  to  the  lure  of  the  wilderness, 
went  to  Washington  County  at  the  western  end  of  the  state  to  view  the 
site  for  a  likely  place  of  settlement.  A  warrant  for  land  taken  out  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1786  and  referring  to  400  acres  under  the  name  of  Thomas 
Whittaker  seems  to  indicate  that  he  may  have  thought  of  settling  in 
that  area.  A  Captain  Marshall  with  some  of  his  friends  and  neighbors 
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from  Thomas'  section  of  Cumberland  County  had  settled  in  Washington 
County  that  year,  and  our  ancestor  for  the  time  being  could  have  been 
among  them. 

In  following  the  footsteps  of  this  early  settler,  one  discovers  that  his 
next  trek  lay  eastward  across  the  Susquehanna  past  Harris  Ferry  to  Mid¬ 
dletown,  which  was  then  a  thriving  community,  the  commercial  center  for 
the  river  trade.  Here  he  maintained  his  home  for  a  three  years'  period 
from  1787  to  1790.  Furthermore,  it  was  in  this  town  that  his  family  got 
counted  in  the  first  census  of  the  United  States.  To  quote  from  that 
record : 


“2  Free  white  males  above  16  years. 

2  Free  white  females  including  heads  of  families.” 

In  1790  as  can  be  seen,  his  family  consisted  of  four  members  — 
Thomas,  as  head  of  the  household,  his  wife  Margaret  (Ventalen)  Whit¬ 
taker,  his  son  John,  who  was  then  a  young  man,  and  a  daughter  believed 
to  have  been  called  Catharine  and  born  about  1774.  While  living  in 
Middletown,  the  Whittakers  had  as  neighbors  the  family  of  George  Philip 
Shockey  (Shawkin),  an  elder  in  St.  Peter's  Lutheran  Church,  one  of  its 
founders,  and  a  citizen  of  prominence  in  the  community.  Subsequently, 
in  1793  John  Whittaker,  the  son  of  Thomas,  married  Elizabeth  Catharine, 
the  daughter  of  George  Philip  Shockey. 

In  1791  Thomas  and  his  family  journeyed  from  Middletown  west¬ 
ward  up  the  Juniata  Valley  to  become  residents  in  the  town  of  Hunting¬ 
don.  The  date  of  the  deed  to  his  first  piece  of  property,  bought  from  a 
Daniel  Keller,  in  the  frontier  village  states  the  time  as  May  4,  1791,  when 
he  became  owner  of  two  town  lots,  numbers  109  and  110,  fronting  100 
feet  on  Allegheny  Street  and  extending  to  the  Juniata  River.  Here  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Allegheny  and  Fourth  Streets  he  established  an  inn 
“for  the  entertainment  of  man  and  beast”  as  is  worded  in  an  old  saying. 
This  property,  where  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  station  now  stands,  re¬ 
mained  in  the  Whittaker  name  for  several  generations.  It  was  here  that 
his  grandson,  Captain  John  Whittaker,  conducted  the  “Sorrel  Horse 
Hotel”  from  1817  until  1854  when  the  premises  were  sold  to  the  Hunting¬ 
don  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  and  Coal  Company. 

Besides  the  Whittakers  other  early  families  came  into  Huntingdon 
in  the  spring  of  1791.  One  of  them  was  the  Jacob  Miller  family  who 
arrived  from  York,  Pennsylvania,  in  April  of  that  year  in  a  four  horse- 
drawn  conestoga  wagon.  An  account  of  their  experiences  relates  that  the 
roads  were  narrow;  just  a  wagon  track.  In  some  places  driving  into  the 
Juniata  River  was  a  necessity.  In  the  village  of  Huntingdon  that  April 
day  of  1791,  some  trees  were  still  growing  in  the  streets,  and  a  great 
many  stumps  were  yet  visible. 

In  1792  the  signature  of  Thomas  Whittaker  was  added  to  those  who 
pledged  themselves  to  give  their  financial  support  to  the  newly  organized 
Huntingdon  Presbyterian  Church  and  for  its  first  minister,  the  Reverend 
John  Johnson,  who  continued  to  serve  the  Alexandria  congregation  as 
well. 
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Ihe  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Station,  1906.  Site  of  the  Whittaker  Inn,  1791,  and 
the  Sorrel  Horse  Hotel,  maintained  by  John  Whittaker,  Jr.,  from  1817  to  1854. 


As  a  resident  of  the  town  the  name  of  Thomas  Whittaker  first  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  tax  list  for  the  year  1792.  However,  in  1793  he  conveyed 
a  half  interest  in  the  Allegheny  Street  property  to  his  son  John,  who  had 
married  in  that  year  and  desired  to  make  his  home  in  the  same  locality 
with  his  parents.  In  1793  Whittaker  was  appointed  tax  appraiser  for  the 
township  and  in  the  following  year  was  made  a  supervisor  of  roads. 

On  a  document  dated  May  19,  1795,  the  signature  of  Thomas  Whit¬ 
taker  and  R.  Allison  are  affixed  as  witnesses  to  the  contract  to  build  on 
Third  St.  the  Huntingdon  Countv  Courthouse.  Signers  for  the  authori¬ 
zation  were  John  Blair,  John  Patton,  and  Thomas  Blair.  These  Blairs 
were  of  the  family  after  whom  Blair  County  was  named  when  the  separa¬ 
tion  occurred  in  1846. 

As  evidence  of  his  integrity  and  of  his  better  education,  as  well  as  of 
the  fact  that  he  was  the  landlord  of  the  inn  where  committees  on  public 
business  could  meet,  Thomas  Whittaker  was  frequently  called  on  to  serve 
as  a  witness  to  legal  papers  and  to  place  his  signature  on  documents  per¬ 
taining  to  civic  affairs. 

In  more  primitive  times  the  larger  streams  of  the  state  were  declared 
public  highways.  Commissioners  were  named  and  authorized  to  “scour, 
enlarge,  straighten  and  deepen'’  the  streams.  On  March  23,  1796, 
Thomas  Whittaker,  as  a  road  supervisor,  was  empowered  to  make  “good 
and  convenient  landings  on  both  sides  of  the  river  Juniata,  opposite  the 
end  of  Montgomery  (now  Fourth)  Street,  in  the  town  of  Huntingdon, 
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where  he  at  present  keeps  a  ferry,  and  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  maintain 
the  same  in  good  order  and  repair,  fit  for  men,  horses,  and  carriages  to 
pass  and  repass. One  may  be  sure  that  since  his  place  of  business  was 
at  the  head  of  the  embankment,  he  would  see  that  the  good  citizens  hired 
to  do  the  job  would  work  efficiently  and  consistently. 

In  1801  Thomas  Whittaker  and  David  McMurtrie,  a  friend  dating 
from  his  first  arrival  in  the  town,  were  appointed  the  tax  collectors  for 
Huntingdon  Township.  Eoth  of  these  men  had  become  prosperous  resi¬ 
dents  and  the  two  families,  Whittaker  and  McMurtrie,  later  become  re¬ 
lated  by  blood  ties. 

On  the  tax  list  for  that  year 
it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  his 
own  property  had  a  value  of 
$2,256,  a  substantial  sum  for  those 
days.  Referring  to  this  account, 
one  observes  that  Whittaker  is 
credited  with  one  house  and  tav¬ 
ern,  two  lots,  two  kitchens,  (one 
was  the  inn  kitchen),  two  stables, 
two  horses,  two  cows,  and  thirty 
out  lots. 

The  buying  of  land  and  town 
lots  in  what  was  hoped  to  be  pros¬ 
perous  communities,  having  a 
future,  was  a  form  of  investment 
in  the  early  days  of  the  nation. 

As  can  be  inferred  from  the  fore¬ 
going,  it  is  evident  that  the 
Thomas  Whittaker  family  was  an 
enterprising  and  thrifty  one. 

It  was,  however,  in  the  midst 
of  this  prosperity  that  on  May  4, 

1801,  Thomas'  wife,  Margaret 
(Ventalan)  Whittaker  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  and  was  buried 
in  the  Huntingdon  Cemetery  on  the  hill  above  the  town.  The  grave¬ 
stones  placed  at  the  head  and  foot  are  of  a  flint  like  composition  and  have 
stood  well  the  weathering  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  years, 
for  the  dates  are  yet  quite  legible. 

Early  in  1803  Thomas  married  again.  His  second  wife  was  Margaret 
Foley,  the  widow  of  John  Foley,  of  Shirleysburg.  On  October  20,  1803, 
he  sold  his  share  in  the  Allegheny  Street  property  to  John  Kneedler,  who 
was  his  son-in-law,  having  married  the  daughter  Catharine.  Within  a 
short  time  this  share  reverted  to  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  who  with  his  own 
half  held  title  to  the  premises  until  his  death  in  1844. 

2.  J.  Simpson  Africa,  History  of  Huntingdon  and  Blair  County,  page  30. 


Gravestone  of  Margaret 
Ventalan  Whittaker,  1749-1801 
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Nevertheless,  it  was  on  May  30,  1803,  that  Thomas  Whittaker  took 
title  to  a  sixty  acre  tract  of  land  in  Morris  Township  near  where  the 
Keller  Church  is  situated  in  Canoe  Valley.  This  farm  was  purchased  from 
a  Hugh  McKillip,  who  in  turn  had  obtained  it  from  the  original  tract  of 
David  Stewart.  The  purchase  consisted  of  a  square  log  house,  a  cabin, 
a  barn,  and  other  out  houses,  an  apple  orchard,  and  twenty  acres  of 
cleared  land.  As  a  place  of  retirement,  here  he  lived  with  the  companion¬ 
ship  of  his  second  wife;  who,  if  she  resembled  her  kinswoman  mentioned 
in  the  diary  of  the  Reverend  Philip  Fithian  on  his  visit  to  Shirleysburg, 
must  have  been  a  person  of  charm  and  of  reputation  as  a  housekeeper. 

In  connection  with  the  records  pertaining  to  property  deeds,  the 
following  item  is  of  interest:  On  March  27,  1806,  Thomas  Whittaker  sold 
to  John  Kneedler  and  wife  his  half  of  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three 
hundred  acres  that  he  and  Alexander  McConnell,  the  founder  of  Mc- 
Connellstown,  had  bought  on  September  12,  1792.  It  is  said  that  this 
land  is  part  of  the  area  on  which  the  village  of  McConnellstown  is  laid 
out.  The  purchaser  of  the  Whittaker  half  removed  to  Williamsburg  with 
his  family  of  one  son  and  three  daughters  about  1820. 

Living  in  Canoe  Valley  of  Morris  Township  during  his  last  years, 
Thomas  Whittaker  continued  to  maintain  his  household  by  the  accus¬ 
tomed  means,  if  in  somewhat  reduced  circumstances.  His  house,  still 
standing,  stucco  covered,  was  near  the  road  that  later  became  the  famous 
turnpike  through  Huntingdon  to  Hollidaysburg  and  on  to  Pittsburgh. 
Therefore,  he  once  again  became  a  licensed  innkeeper.  From  time  to  time 
he  sold  the  plots  of  ground  that  he  had  obtained  in  his  more  affluent  days, 
and  to  add  to  his  cash  reserves,  he  continued  the  distilling  of  corn  and 
rye  whiskey. 

It  is  enlightening  to  know  that  mention  is  made  in  the  journal  kept 
by  Robert  Harris,  one  of  the  road  viewers  who  traveled  over  the  proposed 
route  of  the  new  turnpike  from  Harrisburg  to  Pittsburgh,  of  his  party  of 
four  staying  over  night  on  Friday,  July  26,  1811,  at  the  Whittaker  tavern 
in  Canoe  Valley,  and  of  their  setting  out  the  next  morning  and  passing 
the  Yellow  Springs  on  their  way  westward  along  the  Juniata  River. 

Early  in  March  1813,  Thomas  Whittaker  died,  leaving  a  widow,  and 
three  young  children:  a  son  Thomas,  and  two  daughters,  one  named 
Elizabeth;  and  the  son  John,  who  was  born  to  the  first  wife  and  who 
continued  to  reside  in  Huntingdon.  The  father  was  undoubtedly  buried 
in  what  is  now  the  Keller  Churchyard,  an  ancient  burial  ground  even 
then.  It  is  only  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  house,  where  he  lived  in 
his  old  age.  In  this  cemetery  his  second  wife,  Margaret  Foley  Whittaker, 
who  died  in  1839  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  was  buried.  Her  gravestone 
with  the  lettering  discernible  is  yet  standing,  but  there  is  now  no  trace 
of  his  last  resting  place. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


JOHN  WHITTAKER,  SR.,  MERCHANT  AND  MILLER 

One  of  the  early  business  men  in  Huntingdon  County  was  John 
Whittaker,  Sr.,  a  business  man  in  the  modern  sense  of  the  word  in  that 
he  initiated  new  undertakings  and  carried  them  through  to  successful 
expansion. 

John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  born  in  1766,  the  son  of  Thomas,  was  a  man  of 
many  interests :  a  distiller,  a  merchant,  a  miller,  and  a  landowner.  At  one 
time  in  the  county  he  was  the  squire  of  more  than  1200  acres  of  tillable 
soil  and  timberlands  as  well  as  the  possessor  of  a  number  of  town  prop¬ 
erties. 

In  addition  to  his  business  aff  airs,  he  served  his  community  in  other 
ways.  As  a  young  man  in  Huntingdon  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Light 
Infantry  Company,  commissioned  July  11,  1796,  being  mustered  into-the 
state  militia  as  an  ensign.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Huntingdon  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  he  was  a  member  of  its  session,  serving  as  a  ruling  elder. 
In  1826  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Town  Council. 

After  receiving  a  half  share  in  the  town  lots,  numbered  109  and 
110,  in  1793  from  his  father,  the  next  property  John  Whittaker,  Sr., 
bought  in  Huntingdon  was  Lot  79,  purchased  in  1796  for  150  pounds. 
It  was  situated  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Allegheny  and  Sixth  Street. 
This  lot,  which  was  fifty  feet  wide  and  extended  to  Penn  (Hill)  Street 
was  deeded  to  him  from  a  Joseph  Myers.  Since  family  tradition  says  that 
he  built  one  of  the  first  brick  houses  in  the  town,  this  could  have  very 
well  been  the  place.  About  1799  he  became  the  owner  of  several  lots  on 
the  southern  side  of  Allegheny  Street.  T  his  purchase  across  the  street 
from  corner  Lot  79  extended  to  the  river’s  edge.  Possibly  his  store  and 
warehouse  were  built  here.  In  1801  he  obtained  title  to  Lot  35  on  Penn 
Street,  a  plot  of  ground  located  immediately  to  the  east  of  the  present 
Court  House.  On  a  tax  return  for  1820  it  is  recorded  that  he  owned  at 
the  end  of  Fourth  Street  the  Huntingdon  ferry  which  was  in  use  until  the 
first  bridge,  a  covered  one,  was  erected  over  the  Juniata  River  in  the 
1850’s. 

In  Porter  Township  near  Alexandria  along  the  south  side  of  the 
Frankstown  Branch  of  the  Juniata  River,  he  operated  several  distilleries. 
Consequently,  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  citizens 
to  engage  in  a  business  enterprise  in  that  locality.  This  site,  known  as  the 
“Blue  Spring  Farm,”  is  now  owned  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Neflf.  The 
farm  with  its  spacious  farmhouse  became  a  country  home  for  John  Whit¬ 
taker  and  his  family.  It  was  here  that  one  of  his  granddaughters,  Mar¬ 
garet  Whittaker,  who  afterward  married  William  E.  McMurtrie,  lived 
when  she  was  a  child  in  the  1 820’s.  At  its  greatest  acreage  the  estate 
consisted  of  253  acres  with  the  first  purchase  being  made  in  1809  from 
the  land  of  John  Mitchell,  adjacent  to  the  land  of  Col.  John  Canan.  The 
farm  was  sold  in  1863  to  Henry  G.  Neff  by  Daniel  Whittaker,  who  had 
inherited  it  from  his  father,  John,  in  1844. 


Another  distillery,  operated  by  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  was  situated 
several  miles  above  Huntingdon  along  the  banks  of  the  Juniata  River. 
This  site  was  known  as  “Whittaker  Mills”  and  included  a  large  never 
failing  spring,  the  “big  spring”  similar  to  the  one  at  the  “Blue  Spring 
Farm.”  The  “big  spring”  is  now  covered  and  supplies  the  nearby  state 
penal  institution  with  some  of  its  water.  The  distillery  may  have  been 
situated  at  this  spring  adjoining  the  grist  mill;  however,  several  hundred 
yards  west  of  here  leading  from  Warrior  Ridge  is  a  sharply  indented 
ravine,  known  to  the  older  generation  as  “Still  House  Hollow,”  a  pictur¬ 
esque  title  which  indicated  that  the  distilling  of  corn  liquor  and  whiskey 
was  associated  with  the  spot. 

Since  the  distilling  of  surplus  grain  from  the  neighboring  farmers 
was  a  lucrative  business  and  a  necessary  one  in  the  days  of  burdensome 
transportation,  the  distilleries  of  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  were  situated  at 
the  largest  and  best  springs  along  the  banks  of  the  river  in  Huntingdon 
Township. 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  interpolate  at  this  moment  a  word  about 
the  operation  of  a  distillery  in  the  olden  times.  The  enterprise  needed 
the  services  of  a  number  of  men  who  had  the  work  divided  among  them. 
As  for  the  equipment,  copper  was  the  metal  used  with  plenty  of  hickory 
wood  for  a  hot  and  steady  fire.  The  coarser  grains,  rye,  barley  and  corn, 
but  not  the  precious  wheat,  were  turned  into  liquor  in  the  still  house  and 
reduced  to  “fourth  proof.”  It  was  then  placed  in  kegs,  holding  from  six 
to  ten  gallons,  or  in  larger  containers.  The  kegs  were  transported  east¬ 
ward  by  means  of  pack  horses  or,  more  often,  formed  the  cargo  of  the 
keel  boats  for  the  trip  downstream.  It  is  said  that  it  took  one  bushel  of 
rye  to  produce  eleven  quarts  of  salable  whiskey. 

Besides  his  distillery  business  which  was  a  profitable  one,  John  Whit¬ 
taker,  Sr.,  invested  in  saw,  hemp,  and  grist  mills.  The  saw  mills,  situated 
along  the  river  bank,  probably  occupied  the  standard  sized  buildings, 
measuring  thirty-two  by  seventy  feet,  shed-like  in  structure  with  open 
sides.  It  is  said  that  with  one  saw  several  thousand  feet  a  day  could  be 
cut  by  the  workers,  especially  when  the  water  was  high. 

Both  hemp  and  flax  were  crops  sown  on  newly  cleared  land.  Hemp 
required  deep  rich  -soil  and  quickly  exhausted  the  land,  much  more  so 
than  flax.  Needed  to  make  ropes  for  ship  rigging,  fishing  nets  and  lines, 
hemp  was  a  valued  commercial  product,  subsidized  by  the  state,  but  it 
was  never  a  very  practical  one.  The  hemp  fibers  for  spinning  were  pre¬ 
pared  in  mills  which  were  fairly  common  in  Central  Pennsylvania  until 
about  1840. 

At  the  big  spring  above  the  town  was  Whittaker’s  grist  mill,  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Cryders  shortly  before  the  American  Revolution.  Family 
stories  have  it  that,  as  late  as  the  eighteen  hundreds,  Indians  from  time 
to  time  would  come  to  the  mill  and  beg  or  steal  flour,  seemingly  a  custom 
of  many  years  standing.  The  mill  property,  about  700  acres,  the  largest 
holding  in  the  Whittaker  name,  was  purchased  in  1803  from  a  Jonathan 
Rowland,  agent  for  the  Cryders,  and  sold  in  1848  by  Thomas,  the  son  of 


John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  to  Thomas  Fisher  of  Huntingdon.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards  Fisher  erected  another  mill  at  Portstown,  a  small  settlement  at  the 
southwestern  end  of  the  borough.  The  original  extent  of  this  section  of 
the  Whittaker  lands  consisted  of  five  neighboring  tracts  with  four  parcels 
of  land  on  the  southern  side  of  the  river  in  Porter  Township  (Porter  was 
created  from  Huntingdon  Township  in  1815)  and  one  in  Henderson 
Township  on  the  opposite  bank,  extending  from  the  big  spring  at  “Whit¬ 
taker  Mills”  to  the  old  ferry.  In  the  ancient  deeds  of  yellow  parchment 
these  tracts  bore  the  pleasant  and  picturesque  titles  characteristic  of  those 
times,  as  “Fairfield,”  “Farmer’s  Hope,”  “Wheatfield,”  and  “Flaxfield,” 
indicative  of  the  feelings  and  aspirations  of  the  original  purchasers. 

Ownership  of  the  opposite  bank,  a  long  narrow  strip  of  land  fronting 
the  river,  meant  control  of  the  water  rights  so  vital  to  the  successful  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  grist  mill.  This  strip  of  land  extended  to  the  old  ferry  as  has 
been  said.  On  the  southern  bank  of  the  stream  immediately  above  the 
end  of  the  island  may  yet  be  seen  today  on  the  river  bottom  the  heavy  logs 
which  served  as  the  foundation  for  the  landing  pier  of  this  ferry.  One  can 
also  see  where  to  the  rear  of  this  landing  part  of  the  hillside  had  been 
excavated  to  make  space  for  the  teams  to  stand,  waiting  their  turn  to 
cross,  or  to  turn  before  going  on  the  road  to  Smithfield,  or  to  “Whittaker 
Mills”  and  the  ridge  road,  leading  into  the  Alexandria  turnpike. 

Another  purchase  was  a  tract  of  land  that  would  embrace  today  the 
west  end  of  the  village  of  McConnellstown.  This  consisted  of  133  acres 
and  was  obtained  from  a  Joshua  Lewis  in  1803.  It  was  adjacent  to  the 
large  spring,  known  at  the  present  as  “Bouquet’s  Spring”  in  honor  of 
General  Bouquet,  who,  tradition  says,  stopped  at  the  site  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  provincials  on  his  way  to  the  Battle  of  Bushy  Run  in  August  1  763. 
A  monument,  dedicated  in  1941,  marks  the  bivouac  of  these  colonial 
troops. 

In  the  court  house  a  record  of  the  deed  to  this  tract  of  land  states 
that  it  was  known  as  the  “Indian  Sleeping  Place.”  To  paraphrase  the 
legal  language:  On  January  18,  1803,  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  who  then 
resided  in  Woodcock  Valley,  bought  from  Joshua  Lewis  for  $2426.66  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  of  land  which  touched  Alexander  Mc¬ 
Connell’s  land  along  Crooked  Creek.  It  had  been  surveyed  for  Edward 
Ward  and  was  situated  along  the  Indian  path  which  leads  from  Hartslog 
Valley  to  Bloody  Run  (Everett)  called  the  “Indian  Sleeping  Place.” 
Following  a  brief  period  of  ownership  this  tract  came  into  possession  of 
Alexander  McConnell. 

Consequently,  it  was  a  remark  in  the  Whittaker  family  that  this 
ancestor  was  always  interested  in  land  which  included  freely  flowing 
springs  and  streams.  At  one  time  in  the  Porter- Walker  townships  the 
Whittaker  lands  contained  three  such  areas.  As  has  been  said  along 
Crooked  Creek  adjacent  to  “Bouquet  Spring”  was  one;  the  other,  at  what 
was  once  known  as  “Whittaker  Mills,”  above  Huntingdon;  and  the  third, 
the  “Blue  Spring  Farm”  near  Alexandria. 


The  mill  race  at  “Whittaker  Mills.”  Site  of  the  Cryder-Whittaker  grist  mill, 

1775-1848. 


About  1810  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  became  interested  in  the  merchan¬ 
dising  field  and  formed  the  business  partnership  of  Whittaker  and  Van- 
tries.  This  firm  took  first  rank  among  the  leading  merchants  of  the  county. 
In  the  days  when  the  Juniata  was  used  for  navigation,  Whittaker  owned 
a  number  of  keel  boats  and  had  them  in  operation  on  the  river.  By  means 
of  these  narrow,  lightly  built  craft,  freight  was  brought  from  a  distributing 
point,  such  as  Middletown,  up  the  Juniata  to  a  terminus  at  Huntingdon. 
Here  the  shipments  were  unloaded  and  stored  in  a  warehouse  along  the 
river  bank.  In  the  absence  of  passable  roads,  river  travel  was  the  accus¬ 
tomed  means  of  transportation,  especially  when  the  water  was  high  in 
the  spring  and  in  the  fall.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  regular  stage¬ 
coach  plied  between  Harrisburg  and  Huntingdon  until  1808,  and  then 
the  trip  took  five  days. 

After  a  number  of  years  this  business  association  was  dissolved  and 
Whittaker  continued  his  wholesale  and  retail  business  independently. 
Vantries  formed  the  firm  of  Vantries  and  Renner  and  occupied  a  stone 
building  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Penn  and  Fifth  Street  where  the 
Union  Bank  building  is  now  situated. 

In  the  opinion  of  his  contemporaries  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  is  best 
described  by  the  local  historian,  J.  Simpson  Africa,  who  knew  the  old 
gentleman  when  Africa  was  a  boy  in  his  teens.  The  following  quotation 
is  taken  from  a  brief  biographical  sketch  of  this  early  Huntingdon  resi¬ 
dent.  “John  Whittaker  was  one  of  the  old  time  gentlemen,  and  long- 
retained  the  peculiar  costume  of  the  colonial  times,  wearing  knee-breech¬ 
es  and  powdered  wigs  or  cues,  and  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men 
of  his  time.”  In  the  keen  eyes  of  this  youth,  one  can  visualize  the  manner 
of  man  he  was  —  conservative  and  courtly,  energetic  and  punctilious. 
One  can  envision  him  as  the  Presbyterian  elder  walking  with  cane  in 
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hand  to  church  on  a  Sunday.  In  a  way  one  is  also  reminded  of  the  father 
of  Herman  Melville;  who  was  described  in  the  poem  “The  Last  Leaf’ 
by  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  as  one  who  lingered  on,  with  cocked  hat 
and  silver-buckled  knee  breeches,  after  all  the  other  members  of  his 
generation  had  died. 

Another  local  historian  who  kept  a  journal  of  the  events  and  people 
in  the  early  days  of  the  town  was  Theodore  Cremer,  an  attorney  with 
an  observing  eye.  In  his  records  he  lists  the  outstanding  citizens  of  the 
community  with  a  one  word  description  of  their  occupation  and  status. 
Opposite  the  name  of  John  Whittaker,  he  wrote  “gentleman.”  Cremer, 
who  would  have  known  this  ancestor  personally,  was  a  man  in  his  middle 
twenties  in  1844  when  this  colonial  figure  vanished  from  the  streets  ot 
Huntingdon  and  was  no  more  seen. 

At  his  death  in  1844  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  was  financially  prosperous 
enough  to  see  his  children  established  in  life,  for  to  the  oldest  son  he 
willed  the  town  properties;  to  another,  the  mill  and  its  lands;  to  two  other 
sons,  a  farm  each;  while  to  his  daughters  he  gave  bonds,  cash,  and  the 
household  snoods. 
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CHAPTER  V 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  WHITTAKER,  SR., 

OF  HUNTINGDON,  PENNSYLVANIA 

(V)  JOHN  WHITTAKER,  SR.,  born  September  17,  1766;  died 
Sunday,  October  12,  1844,  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Whittaker,  baptized 
April  26,  1752;  died  March  1813,  and  Margaret  (Ventalan)  Whittaker, 
born  1749;  died  May  4,  1801.  In  1793  he  married  Elizabeth  Catharine 
Shockey  (Shawkin),  a  native  of  Middletown,  Pennsylvania.  They  had 
issue: 

A.  John,  Jr.,  born  April  9,  1794;  died  March  22,  1877. 

B.  George,  born  April  17,  1795:  died  December  30,  1877. 

C.  Thomas,  II,  born  May  19,  1798;  died  August  30,  1864. 

D.  Margaret,  born  January  17,  1800;  died  July  10,  1869. 

E.  Daniel  Shockey,  born  1802;  died  c.  1875. 

F.  Catharine  Ventalan,  born  April  30,  1804;  died  February  22,  1880. 

G.  Elizabeth,  born  1806;  died  September  1852. 

H.  Mary  Ann,  born  July  8,  1809;  died  January  25,  1883. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  (Shockey)  Whittaker  was  born  January  1,  1765; 
died  August  30,  1830,  and  was  buried  in  the  Huntingdon  Cemetery.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  George  Philip  Shockey  (Shawkin),  born  December 
1  1,  1735;  died  October  18,  1807,  and  Catarina  (Hemberlin)  Shockey. 
Her  parents  were  married  at  Middletown  on  November  5,  1763,  by  the 
Reverend  J.  C.  Stoever,  a  Lutheran  minister.  After  the  death  of  her 
mother,  her  father  married  again  to  Anna  Barbara  Crist,  born  April  19, 
1  744;  died  November  28,  1830.  They  are  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  the 
St.  Peter’s  Lutheran  Church  in  Middletown.  The  lettering  on  their 
gravestones  is  in  German. 

The  Shockey  residence  in  Middletown  was  on  the  Southeast  corner 
of  Main  and  Union  Streets.  The  red  brick  house,  standing  on  the  corner 

r  J  C) 

of  the  public  square  there  today  and  now  housing  a  drugstore,  is  presum¬ 
ably  the  same  structure  in  which  this  family  lived. 

Shockey  saw  military  service  in  the  American  Revolution  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  in  Captain  Jonathan  McClure’s  Company,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Robert  Elder,  Lancaster  County  Militia.  He  is  listed  on  the 
Muster  roll  prepared  for  the  8th  Co.,  10th  Battalion,  as  of  April  11, 
1781. 8 

The  children  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Whittaker  all  married  except 
Margaret,  the  “Aunt  Peggy,”  who  lived  most  of  her  life  in  Huntingdon. 
After  the  death  of  her  father  in  1844,  she  maintained  a  home  of  her  own 
on  Penn  Street,  neighboring  to  the  house  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Penn 
and  Sixth  Streets.  Here  she  reared  “Aunt  Maggie,”  Margaret  Ventalan 

3.  Pennsylvania  Archives:  Vol.  vi i ,  Fifth  Series,  pp.  3f)9,  1011.  and  1028. 
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Whittaker,  the  daughter  of  her  brother  Thomas.  In  the  1850’s  she  had 
rooming  in  her  house  the  Reverend  Howard  Haws,  a  young  Presbyterian 
clergyman  and  his  family,  which  consisted  of  his  wife,  Mary,  and  a  young 
daughter,  May.  Subsequently,  he  entered  the  mission  field  and  departed 
for  the  West  with  his  family  sometime  before  the  Civil  War.  In  1865 
Aunt  Peggy  sold  the  house  in  which  she  was  living,  a  frame  one,  for 
$900  and  went  to  live  with  her  sister,  Catharine  V.  W.  Fockler,  in  Sax¬ 
ton.  Here  she  died  in  1869  and  was  buried  in  the  Fockler  Cemetery  in 
that  town.  The  monument  marking  her  grave  has  only  the  one  word 
“Aunt”  chiseled  upon  the  stone. 


PART  1 

The  Descendants  of  John  Whittaker,  Jr.,  Burgess  of  Huntingdon 

John  Whittaker,  Jr.,  seems  to  have  been  more  like  his  father  in 
temperament  than  any  other  member  of  the  family.  Born  in  1794,  the 
oldest  of  the  family,  he  was  something  of  a  favorite  with  the  old  gentle¬ 
man,  and  somewhat  resembled  him  in  appearance  and  in  personality, 
says  a  tradition.  John  Whittaker,  Sr.  with  his  English  blood  and  his  pro- 
British  attitudes,  would  take  kindly  to  the  old  world  custom  of  favoring 
the  eldest  son.  At  his  death  in 
1844  he  willed  John,  Jr.,  several 
properties  in  Huntingdon,  one  the 
Allegheny  Street  property;  the 
other  the  house  in  which  he  had 
lived  in  the  borough. 

In  1817  John,  Jr.,  opened  the 
Sorrel  Horse  Hotel,  which  soon 
became  the  leading  hostelry  in 
town,  and  continued  its  operation 
until  it  was  sold  to  the  Hunting¬ 
don  and  Broad  Top  Railroad  and 
Coal  Company  in  1854.  The  Sor¬ 
rel  Hoi  'se  Hotel  was  located  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  Fourth 
and  Allegheny  Streets  where  his 
grandfather,  Thomas  Whittaker, 
had  settled,  opening  the  Whittak¬ 
er  Inn  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
Huntingdon  in  1791.  The  build¬ 
ing,  after  being  purchased  by  the 
railroad  company,  was  used  as  a 
station  until  destroyed  by  fire.  In 
his  journal  pertaining  to  the 
1830’s,  Theodore  Cremer  describes  it  thus:  “A  two  story  house,  plastered 
on  the  outside,  the  meeting  place  of  the  ‘Sorrel  Horse  Club,’  a  factor  in 
county  politics  at  the  time.”  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  this  coterie  were 
of  the  Democratic  contingent. 


John  Whittaker,  Jr.,  1794-1877 
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As  a  civic-minded  man,  active  and  energetic,  John  Whittaker,  Jr., 
early  took  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  the  local  political  scene.  In  his 
vouth  he  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  the  state  militia  and  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  was  called  by  his  contemporaries  Captain  Whit¬ 
taker.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  to  form  a  company  to  build  the 
Fourth  Street  Bridge;  a  proposal  that  was  inaugurated  about  1830,  but 
it  wasn’t  until  1853  that  the  bridge  finally  came  into  existence.  Appoint¬ 
ed  one  of  the  supervisors  on  the  Canal  and  the  Portage  Railroad  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1836,  he  oversaw  the  section  from  Hollidaysburg  to  Aughwick 
dam,  and  appointed  again  in  February,  1838,  he  supervised  the  section 
from  the  Raystown  Branch  of  the  Juniata  to  the  dam  below  Lewistown. 

Having  previously  served  as  a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  he  was 
elected  the  burgess  of  Huntingdon  in  1836  and  again  was  honored  as  the 
successful  candidate  in  1858.  The  two  elections  separated  by  a  matter 
of  fifteen  years  indicated  the  continued  esteem  with  which  he  was  held 
in  the  community. 

Upon  his  retirement  as  the  landlord  of  the  Sorrel  Horse  Hotel,  he 
moved  with  the  unmarried  members  of  his  family  to  227  Mifflin  Street, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  at  an  advanced  age  in  1877.  This  resi¬ 
dence  and  the  adjoining  lot  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  family  until 
the  death  of  his  daughter  “Aunt  Mime5'  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  in  1924. 

(VI)  A.  JOHN  WHITTAKER,  JR.,  married  Elizabeth  Grove, 
August  22,  1815. 

1.  Elizabeth  Catharine,  born  September,  1816;  died  November  25, 
1877. 

2.  Margaret,  born  October  27,  1817;  died  May  14,  1899. 

3.  George  Washington,  born  December  3,  1818;  died  April  18,  1893. 

4.  Catharine,  born  April  22,  1820;  died  August  11,  1826. 

5.  Mary  Ann,  born  November  21,  1821;  died  February  22,  1875. 

6.  John  (H)  Greenleaf,  born  October  16,  1823;  died  1877. 

7.  Daniel,  born  March  17,  1825. 

8.  Benjamin,  born  November  13,  1826,  emigrated  to  Nebraska. 

9.  Jemina,  born  May  18,  1828;  died  June  1,  1924. 

10.  Catharine,  born  December  1,  1829;  died  August  6,  1839. 

11.  David,  born  July  9,  1831;  died  c.  1855. 

12.  Samuel  Grove,  born  June  19,  1833. 

13.  Nancy  Jane,  born  March  31,  1835;  died  February  6,  1920. 

14.  Louisa  B  ,  born  February  12,  1837;  died  August  3,  1917. 

15.  Calvin,  born  April  22,  1843;  died  February  16,  1863. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Grove)  Whittaker,  born  1796;  died  April  28,  1881, 
in  her  eighty-fifth  year  was  of  German  descent  and  presumably  of  the 
Grove  family  who  came  from  Lancaster  County  into  Huntingdon  about 
1796. 

One  of  the  interesting  personalities  in  this  family  was  “Aunt  Mime'’ 
who,  vigorous  minded  and  alert  to  the  end,  died  a  few  weeks  past  her 
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ninety-sixth  birthday.  She  knew  something  of  the  background  of  her 
family,  saying  that  they  had  come  from  England  and  that  she  was  proud 
of  her  English  blood.  In  the  1860’s  ‘‘Aunt  Mime”  taught  what  was  called 
a  “dame  school.”  It  is  said  she  often  would  take  her  little  class  of  chil¬ 
dren  into  the  nearby  cemetery  and  had  them  sit  on  the  green  grass  and 
then  gave  them  their  lessons.  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer,  her  grandnephew, 
was  one  of  these  students.  Long  afterwards  he  spoke  about  the  freshness 
of  the  morning  and  the  kindly  yet  firm  way  in  which  “Aunt  Mime”  in¬ 
structed  her  young  charges. 

(VII)  2.  MARGARET  WHITTAKER  married  William  Edward 
McMurtrie,  of  Huntingdon,  February  13,  1840. 

16.  Martha  Ellen,  born  November  15.  1840;  died  November  12, 
1876. 

17.  Edward  Stewart,  born  August  13,  1842:  died  November  21, 
1925. 

18.  Arthur,  born  March  27,  1845;  died  March  20,  1925. 

19.  Elizabeth  Whittaker,  born  February  3,  1847;  died  May  15,  1926. 

20.  David  Elliott,  born  1849. 

21.  Mary,  born  July  4,  1852;  died  February  10,  1900. 

22.  Margaret,  born  May  25,  1856;  died  March  13,  1879. 

23.  Clara,  born  February  7,  1860;  died  September  16,  1952. 

William  E.  McMurtrie,  born  February  17,  1817;  died  January  27, 
1893,  was  the  son  of  David  McMurtrie,  born  January  14,  1764;  died 
November  9,  1843,  and  Martha 
(Elliott)  McMurtrie,  born  June 
10,  1779;  died  February  26,  1841. 

For  many  years  Mr.  W.  E. 

McMurtrie  was  engaged  in  the 
iron  business  near  F  rederick, 

Maryland,  but  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  Huntingdon.  He  was  a 
friend  of  the  Elias  Baker,  the 
ironmaster  of  Allegheny  Furnace 
near  Altoona,  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  members  of  the  two  families 
enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  each 
others  homes. 

The  fine  old  McMurtrie 
home,  built  in  1818,  on  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  Penn  and  Fourth 
Streets,  was  willed  to  the  borough 
of  Huntingdon  for  the  use  of  the 
Huntingdon  County  Library  and 
the  Huntingdon  County  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  by  Miss  Clara  Mc¬ 
Murtrie,  the  granddaughter  of 
the  builder,  upon  her  death  in 

1952. 


Margaret  Whittaker  McMurtrie 
1817-1899 
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Educated  at  Wilson  College  in  Chambersburg,  she  was  always  in¬ 
terested  in  local  history  and  had  a  strong  affection  for  the  community 
in  which  she  was  born  and  reared  and  possessed  an  awareness  of  the 
value  of  tradition  in  its  influence  on  character.  As  the  last  survivor  of  a 
family  long  and  prominently  identified  with  the  affairs  of  Huntingdon, 
the  bequest  came  as  a  tribute  from  her  to  the  people  of  the  community. 

The  baptismal  font  in  the  Huntingdon  Presbyterian  Church  in¬ 
scribed  with  the  name  Margaret  Whittaker  McMurtrie  was  given  by 
the  family  in  memory  of  their  mother. 

(VII)  3.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  WHITTAKER  married 
Mary  Hamer,  December  28,  1847. 

24.  Millard  Thomas,  born  September  29,  1848;  died  April  10,  1910. 

25.  Albertus  John,  born  July  12,  1857;  died  May  7,  1933. 

George  W.  Whittaker  published  in  Huntingdon  the  Huntingdon 
Messenger,  1847-48.  Later  he  taught  school  for  many  years  at  Shirleys- 
burg. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Hamer)  Whittaker  was  born  November  1,  1825  and 
died  March  2,  1884.  This  family  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Shirleys- 
burg,  Pa. 

(VII)  5.  MARY  ANN  WHITTAKER  married  Benjamin  Graffius, 
of  Huntingdon,  June  29,  1848. 

26.  Elizabeth  Whittaker,  born  March  19,  1850;  died  January  7, 
1926,  at  Nogales,  Arizona. 

27.  Mary  (Minnie  Eve),  born  April  20,  1853;  died  February  6, 
1901. 

28.  William  Martin,  born  May  25,  1858. 

Benjamin  Graffius,  born  August  25,  1819;  died  May  12,  1888,  the 
son  of  Martin  and  Eve  (Weller)  Graffius.  This  family  lived  at  the  Graf¬ 
fius  homestead,  407  Penn  Street,  next  to  the  Senator  Scott  home  in  Hun¬ 
tingdon.  Mr.  Graffius  was  a  younger  brother  of  the  John  Graffius  who 
had  married  Mary  Whittaker,  an  aunt  of  Mary  Ann  Whittaker. 

(VII)  6.  JOHN  (H.)  GREENLEAF  WHITTAKER  married  Mary 
McCrum,  May  4,  1B48,  who  was  born  in  1827. 

29.  Emma,  born  1849  in  Huntingdon. 

30.  Alice,  born  in  Doniphan  County,  Kansas. 

31.  James. 

32.  Benjamin. 

33.  John. 

34.  Frank. 

35.  Charles,  born  1870;  died  1953. 

The  John  G.  Whittaker  family  emigrated  in  the  early  1850’s  to 
Doniphan  County,  Kansas,  (the  northeast  county  of  Kansas)  and  soon 
after  homesteaded  a  160-acre  farm  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family,  being  owned  today  by  two  grandsons,  Samuel  and  Justice  Charles 
E.  Whittaker. 
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(VII)  7.  DANIEL  WHITTAKER  married  Caroline  Speedy  in 
1848. 

Daniel  Whittaker,  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  emigrated  to  Topeka, 
Kansas,  about  1870  and  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  that  vicinity. 

(VII)  12.  SAMUEL  GROVE  WHITTAKER  married  Harriet 
Hagey,  November  13,  1860. 

Mrs.  Harriet  (Hagey)  Whittaker  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Hagey  of  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Samuel  G.  Whittaker  taught  school  in  Huntingdon  for  a  time  then 
became  interested  in  newspaper  work.  He  published  the  Standing  Stone 
Banner  for  the  years  1853  to  1854  inclusive  and  then  the  Journal  Ameri¬ 
can  from  1859  to  1865,  being  associated  with  John  A.  Nash  in  this  enter¬ 
prise  under  the  firm  name  of  Nash  and  Whittaker.  About  1865  the  Sam¬ 
uel  G.  Whittaker  family  emigrated  to  Nebraska.  It  is  said  that  becoming 
interested  in  politics  in  that  state,  he  served  for  several  terms  in  the  state 
senate. 

(VIII)  16.  MARTHA  ELLEN  McMURTRIE  married  the  Honor¬ 
able  Robert  Milton  Speer,  April  26,  1864. 

36.  William  McMurtrie,  born  February  5,  1865;  died  April  2,  1923. 

37.  Robert  Elliott,  born  September  10,  1867;  died  November  23, 
1947. 

38.  Mary  Gowan,  born  January  21,  1869;  died  August  10,  1918. 

39.  Victor,  born  March  3,  1872. 

40.  Margaret  Agnes,  born  February  13,  1874;  died  June  22,  1949. 

41.  Martha  Ellen,  born  May,  1875;  died  March  5,  1877. 

The  Honorable  Robert  Milton  Speer  was  born  September  8,  1838, 
at  Cassville,  Huntingdon  County,  and  died  January  17,  1890,  in  Hunt¬ 
ingdon.  After  teaching  school  for  a  few  years  he  began  the  study  of  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  November  14,  1859.  In  January,  1863  he 
was  elected  assistant  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Harrisburg. 
In  1870  he  received  the  Democratic  nomination  for  Congress  and  was 
elected,  and  in  1872  he  was  renominated  and  re-elected,  the  district 
being  composed  then  of  the  counties  of  Huntingdon,  Blair,  Cambria,  and 
Mifflin.  He  continued  to  represent  this  district  for  many  years. 

(VIII)  19.  ELIZABETH  WHITTAKER  McMURTRIE  married 
Caleb  C.  North,  June  22,  1871. 

42.  David  Edgar,  born  April  14,  1872;  died  August  25,  1921. 

43.  William  McMurtrie,  born  April  24,  1874. 

44.  Caleb  Cloyd,  born  July  18,  1878;  died  December  1,  1938. 

45.  James,  born  October  7,  1879. 

46.  Elizabeth,  born  May  10,  1884. 

47.  Margaret  McMurtrie,  born  April  17,  1892. 
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Caleb  C.  North,  bom  September  17,  1845;  died  October  24,  1931, 
was  the  son  of  James  and  Susannah  Matilda  (Strouse)  North  of  Mifflin- 
town,  Pa.  He  was  engaged  in  the  banking  business  for  a  time  in  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  and  then  removed  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

(VIII)  24.  MILLARD  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Weller,  March  4,  1885. 

48.  George,  born  May  28,  1886;  died  December  4,  1931. 

49.  Grace  Yoland,  born  March  18,  1896. 

Mrs.  Margaret  (Weller)  Whittaker  was  born  October  3,  1863,  at 
Mifflin  and  died  July  11,  1918,  at  Sproul,  Pa.,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Weller.  The  Millard  T.  Whittaker  family  lived  for  a  time  at 
Shirleysburg,  Pa. 

(VIII)  25.  ALBERTUS  JOHN  WHITTAKER  married  Carrie 
Maria  Jamison,  of  Saltillo,  Huntingdon  Co.,  August  28,  1882. 

50.  Mary,  born  June  29,  1883. 

51.  Anna,  born  April  13,  1885. 

52.  Jessie,  born  August  18,  1888. 

53.  Edith,  born  February  24,  1890. 

54.  Albertus  William,  born  June  21,  1894. 

55.  Caroline,  born  June  5,  1896. 

56.  Elizabeth,  born  December  6,  1898. 

57.  Florence,  born  May  24,  1901. 

Mrs.  Carrie  Maria  (Jamison)  Whittaker  was  born  September  5, 
1862,  in  Franklin  County,  and  died  September  3,  1934,  in  Shirleysburg, 
Pa.,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  (Duffy)  Jamison.  Albertus  J.  Whit¬ 
taker  had  his  own  shop  as  a  barber  in  Shirleysburg  for  more  than  forty- 
five  years. 

Their  son,  Albertus  W.  Whittaker,  talented  as  an  artist  in  oils  and 
water  colors,  took  a  three  years’  course  at  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of 
the  Fine  Arts  in  Philadelphia.  After  graduation  he  traveled  abroad  in 
France  and  Italy,  studying  the  works  of  the  old  masters  and  the  pictur¬ 
esque  and  historical  scenes  of  the  Old  World.  During  World  War  I,  he 
enlisted  June  24,  1916,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Dix, 
May  7,  1919.  He  saw  service  on  the  Mexican  border  in  1916  and  in 
France,  participated  in  the  Orucq,  Vesle  engagement,  where  he  was  a 
casualty  in  the  enemy  gas  attack,  and  later  he  took  part  in  the  Meuse- 
Argonne  offensive. 

(VIII)  26.  ELIZABETH  WHITTAKER  GRAFFIUS  married 
George  Taylor  Simonton,  of  Huntingdon,  June  23,  1875. 

58.  William  Graffius,  born  March  13,  1876. 
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William  Graffius  Simonton,  born  in  Huntingdon,  attended  the  public 
schools  and  Juniata  College;  went  west  in  1896  and  matriculated  at  the 
Colorado  State  School  of  Mines;  then  after  graduation  pursued  his  pro¬ 
fession  as  a  mining  engineer  until  the  financial  depression  of  1929.  Since 
then  he  has  been  a  clerk  in  the  boards  of  supervisors  of  various  adminis¬ 
trations  in  Santa  Cruz  County, 

Arizona.  He  was  living  at  No¬ 
gales,  Arizona,  in  1940. 

(VIII)  29.  EMMA  WHIT¬ 
TAKER  married  Daniel  Landis, 
of  Doniphan  County,  Kansas. 

59.  David,  who  married  and 
had  two  children,  Alice  and  Earl. 


(VIII)  30.  ALICE  WHIT¬ 
TAKER  married  Jewell  White 
and  lived  in  Oklahoma  City,  Ok¬ 
lahoma. 

60.  Mary. 


61.  Maude. 


(VIII)  31.  JAMES  WHIT¬ 
TAKER  married  . 

62.  Jessie. 

(VIII)  32.  BENJAMIN 
WHITTAKER  married  Addie 
Kent,  of  Doniphan  County,  Kan¬ 
sas. 


Photo:  Juniata  College 


63.  Loretta. 

64.  Harry. 

65.  Bly. 

66.  Edna. 

67.  Marv. 

68.  Raymond. 


Charles  E.  Whittaker 
Associate  Justice, 

Supreme  Court  of  the  Lfnited  States 


(VIII)  33.  JOHN  WHITTAKER  married  Addie 

69.  Addie. 

70.  Guy. 

71.  Myrtle. 


(VIII)  34.  FRANK  WHITTAKER  married  Charlotte  . ,  of 

Doniphan  County,  Kansas. 

72.  Minnie. 

73.  Wayne. 

74.  Etha. 

75.  Grace. 

76.  Louis. 

77.  Frank. 

78.  Owen. 

79.  Ruth. 
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(VIII)  35.  CHARLES  WHITTAKER  married  in  1897  Ida  E. 
Miller,  of  Doniphan  County,  Kansas,  whose  parents  had  come  from 
Hagerstown,  Maryland. 

80.  Samuel,  born  January  24,  1898. 

81.  Charles  Evans,  born  February  22,  1901. 

82.  Dorothy,  born  April  10,  1904. 

83.  Hazel,  born  January  7,  1914. 

(IX)  36.  WILLIAM  McMURTRIE  SPEER  married  Margaret 
Howard  Post,  of  Baltimore,  April  26,  1899. 

84.  Margaret  Howard,  born  October  29,  1900. 

85.  Ella  Post. 

(IX)  37.  ROBERT  ELLIOTT  SPEER  married  Emma  Doll  Bailey, 
of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  April  20,  1893. 

86.  Elliott,  born  November  1,  1898;  died  September  14,  1934. 

87.  Margaret  Bailey,  born  November  25,  1900. 

88.  Eleanor  McMurtrie,  born  May  3,  1903;  died  August  6,  1906. 

89.  Constance  Sophia,  born  November  9,  1907. 

90.  William  Bailey,  born  December  6,  1910. 

Mrs.  Emma  Doll  (Bailey)  Speer  was  born  May  15,  1872.  She  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  National  Board  of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian 
Association  and  for  a  time  was  the  head  of  the  organization,  and  has 
written  extensively  about  its  work. 

Margaret  Bailey  Speer  was  a  missionary  to  China  for  many  years 
and  at  present  is  headmistress  of  the  Shipley  School  in  Bryn  Mawr,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Dr.  Robert  Elliott  Speer,  whose  biography  has  been  written  by  W. 
Reginald  Wheeler,  appearing  in  1956,  was  one  of  the  few  laymen  to  be 
a  Doctor  of  Divinity.  Although  never  ordained,  he  sat  high  in  the 
councils  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  1927  was  elected  Moderator, 
the  highest  office  offered  by  that  denomination.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  from  1891,  when  he  left  Prince¬ 
ton  Theological  School,  until  May  1937,  when  he  retired  to  devote  the 
rest  of  his  life  to  writing  books.  Although  a  layman,  his  sermons  had 
been  heard  from  almost  every  leading  Presbyterian  pulpit  in  the  country. 
He  was  a  frequent  preacher  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  in 
New  York  City. 

Dr.  Speer  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  in  1910,  at  the  time  of  a  great  world  con¬ 
ference  of  missionaries  held  in  that  city.  Numerous  other  degrees  had 
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been  conferred  upon  him;  by  Rutgers,  Otterbein,  and  other  universities 
and  colleges.  He  was  the  author  of  more  than  a  score  of  books  on  relig¬ 
ious  topics  and  an  outstanding  authority  on  foreign  missions. 

He  was  graduated  from 
Princeton  University  in  1889  with 
an  academic  record  of  exception¬ 
al  brilliance.  While  at  Princeton 
he  was  a  member  of  the  varsity 
football  team.  In  speaking  he  had 
a  rich  eloquence,  a  platform  pres¬ 
ence,  and  possessed  the  gift  of 
spiritual  radiance. 

Following  his  graduation  he 
entered  the  Theological  Seminary 
but  before  being  graduated  was 
called  to  be  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

From  the  beginning  of  his 
secretaryship  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  Dr.  Speer  made 
many  journeys  to  faraway  places 
to  learn  at  first  hand  the  problems 
of  the  far-flung  missionaries  un¬ 
der  his  direction.  He  visited  sta¬ 
tions  in  sixteen  countries,  in  1896 
going  to  Persia,  India,  China, 

Korea,  and  Japan.  Three  years 
later  he  visited  South  American  outposts. 

Dr.  Speer  was  an  outstanding  worker  in  the  cause  of  interchurch 
harmony.  He  served  as  president  of  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America.  During  the  first  World  War  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  on  Religious  and  Moral  Activities  of  the  Army 
and  Navy.  In  this  connection,  one  of  his  tasks  was  the  selecting  and 
preparation  of  the  literature  distributed  by  the  Y.M.C.A. 

At  his  retirement  in  1937  he  served  on  some  thirty  committees  and 
interchurch  organizations.  He  was  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  Nanking  University,  a  member  of  the  board  of  American  College  at 
Teheran,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  coordination  of  the  Christian 
Colleges  in  China,  a  member  of  the  Gin  Ling  College  committee,  the 
joint  committee  on  Christian  Education  in  India  and  Japan,  the  joint 
committee  on  United  Missions  in  Mesopotania,  the  committee  of  the 
Pierson  Memorial  Bible  School,  at  Chosen,  Korea,  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Near  East  Relief. 

Not  all  his  associations  were  abroad.  He  was  president  of  the  board 
of  Directors  of  the  Missionary  World,  a  member  of  the  administrative 
committee  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  a  member  of  the  General 
Council  of  th  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 


Dr.  Robert  Elliott  Speer,  1867-1947 


Dr.  Speer  wrote  many  books  among  them  being  The  Man  Christ 
Jesus,  The  Principles  of  Jesus,  Missions  and  Modern  History,  Christianity 
and  the  Nations,  Race  and  Race  Relations,  Some  Living  Issues,  and  The 
Finality  of  Jesus  Christ .4 

Born  in  Huntingdon,  he  was  frequently  a  visitor  there,  being  a  favor¬ 
ite  of  his  aunts,  Miss  “Mime”  Whittaker  and  Miss  Clara  McMurtrie,  but 
he  maintained  a  home  at  24  Gramercy  Park,  New  York  City  and  a  coun¬ 
try  place  at  Lakeville,  Conn.,  where  he  went  to  live  in  1937  shortly  after 
his  seventieth  birthday. 

(IX)  39.  VICTOR  SPEER  married  Anna  Beals,  of  Youngstown, 
New  York,  October  17,  1895. 

(IX)  40.  MARGARET  AGNES  SPEER  married  Charles  Lincoln 
Reed,  of  Huntingdon,  June  26,  1900,  the  son  of  William  and  Ellen  (Glov¬ 
er)  Reed. 

91.  Charles  Lincoln,  Jr.,  born  January  30,  1902. 

(IX)  42.  DAVID  EDGAR  NORTH  married  Cornelia  Augusta 
Reynolds,  October  31,  1900. 

92.  Stewart  McMurtrie,  born  October  31,  1907,  at  Dayton,  Ohio. 

93.  Elizabeth  McMurtrie,  born  May  9,  1910;  died  March,  1912. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  Augusta  (Reynolds)  North  was  born  April  28,  1876, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  (Bean)  Reynolds,  of  Danville,  Pa. 

(IX)  43.  WILLIAM  McMURTRIE  NORTH  married  Mrs.  Octa- 
via  L.  (Greene)  Kelley,  September  20,  1917. 

94.  Margaret  Elizabeth,  born  September  19,  1918  at  Morristown, 
N.  J. 

Mrs.  Octavia  North  was  born  March  3,  1897,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Caroline  (Howard)  Green,  of  Belleville,  Ontario,  Canada. 

(IX)  45.  JAMES  NORTH  married  Mrs.  Eleanor  R.  (Beall)  Men¬ 
del,  August  19,  1937,  who  was  born  October  31,  1894,  the  daughter  of 
W.  Wiley  and  Edith  (Ramsey)  Beall,  of  Wellsburg,  West  Virginia. 

(IX)  46.  ELIZABETH  NORTH  married  Herbert  Kipp,  January 
4,  1913,  who  was  born  December  7,  1883,  the  son  of  Robert  and  Amelia 
Kipp,  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

(IX)  48.  GEORGE  WHITTAKER  married  Mary  Dibert,  of  Al¬ 
toona,  Pa. 

(IX)  49.  GRACE  YOLAND  WHITTAKER  married  William  D. 
Hughes,  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  the  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Hughes. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  D.  Hughes  are  living  in  Weirton,  West  Virginia. 

4.  The  New  York  Times,  November  24,  1947. 
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(IX)  50.  MARY  WHITTAKER  married  Landis  Winger,  of  Man- 
heim,  Pa.,  June  12,  1912. 

95.  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  May  18,  1913. 

96.  Louise  Eleanor,  born  August  31,  1914. 

97.  Anna  Catherine,  born  June  19,  1918. 

(IX)  52.  JESSIE  WHITTAKER  married  Albert  Bruce  Snyder, 
of  Shirleysburg,  Pa.,  November  19,  1921. 

98.  Carolyn  Ann,  born  July  2,  1925. 

99.  Bruce  Whittaker,  born  March  26,  1927. 

(IX)  55.  CAROLINE  WHITTAKER  married  Dr.  Gordon  Com¬ 
stock,  of  Peekskill,  New  York,  January  16,  1932. 

100.  Betty  Audrey,  born  November  20,  1933. 

101.  Robert  Watts,  born  October  24,  1936. 

(IX)  56.  ELIZABETH  WHITTAKER  married  John  Reed,  of 
Belleville,  Pa. 

(IX)  57.  FLORENCE  WHITTAKER  married  Harry  R.  Thomas, 
of  Blaine,  Pa.,  October  12,  1922. 

102.  Albertus  William,  born  August  30,  1925. 

103.  Joan,  born  March  11,  1929. 

104.  Robert,  born  September  18,  1932. 

105.  John  Reed,  born  September  14,  1940. 

(IX)  59.  DAVID  LANDIS  married  Mae . 

106.  Alice. 

107.  Earl. 

(IX)  60.  MARY  WHITE  married  John  C.  Hampton,  of  Panca 
City,  Oklahoma. 

108.  John  C  ,  Jr. 

(IX)  61.  MAUDE  WHITE  married  Curtis  Hall. 

109.  Marie. 

110.  Gladys. 

(IX)  62.  JESSIE  WHITTAKER  married  Will  St.  Clair. 

111.  Edgar. 

112.  Neilie. 

113.  Virginia. 

(IX)  80.  SAMUEL  WHITTAKER,  of  Doniphan  County,  Kansas, 
married  Minnie  Nesser,  who  died  in  1921. 

114.  Mildred,  married  a  Mr.  Enler. 

115.  Daniel. 
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(IX)  80.  SAMUEL  WHITTAKER  married  (second)  Gladys  Mc¬ 
Cauley. 

116.  Samuel. 

(IX)  81.  CHARLES  EVANS  WHITTAKER  married  in  1928 
Winifred  Pugh,  of  Iowa,  the  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Ann  Pugh. 

117.  Keith,  born  September  4,  1932. 

118.  Kent,  born  March  11,  1936. 

119.  Gary  Thomas,  born  October  1,  1940. 

J  j  j 

Justice  Charles  Evans  Whittaker,  born  on  the  homestead  farm  in 
Doniphan  County,  Kansas,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
state.  He  finished  high  school  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  attended  the 
Kansas  City  School  of  Law  (now  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of 
Kansas  City),  anl  was  graduated  with  an  LL.B.  degree  in  1924.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  M'csouri  bar,  a  fact  that  is  of  family  interest,  because  a 
first  cousin  of  his  grandfather’s,  Charles  Addison  Whittaker,  had  been 
admitted  to  the  Missouri  bar  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War. 
Justice  Whittaker  specialized  in  trial  work,  but  since  1942  devoted  much 
of  his  efforts  to  appellate  work  and  to  office  counseling,  corporate  and 
financial  matters. 

After  serving  as  a  U.  S.  district  judge  and  in  the  U.  S.  Court  of 
Appeals,  Eighth  Circuit,  he  was  nominated  by  President  Eisenhower  as  an 
associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  March, 
1957,  the  first  Missourian  and  the  first  native  Kansan  ever  to  serve  on 
the  court. 

In  June  1961,  Justice  Whittaker  returned  to  Huntingdon,  the  town 
of  his  forbears  and  the  community  from  which  his  grandparents  had  set 
forth  in  the  1850’s  westward  to  Kansas  Territory,  to  give  the  commence¬ 
ment  address  to  the  Class  of  1961  at  Juniata  College  and  to  receive  the 
honorary  degree,  Doctor  of  Laws. 

(IX)  82.  DOROTHY  WHITTAKER  married  Elvin  Kiehnhoff, 
of  Troy,  Kansas.  . 

120.  Norma  Jean,  born  1931. 

(IX)  83.  HAZEL  WHITTAKER  married  Norman  Ruhnke  and 
lives  on  a  farm  at  Trimble,  Missouri. 

121.  Mary  K.,  born  1940. 

122.  Janet,  born  1943. 

(X)  84.  MARGARET  HOWARD  SPEER  married  James  Sheafe 
Satterthwaite,  of  Tenafly,  New  Jersey,  February  8,  1930. 

123.  Ann,  born  July  10,  1931. 

124.  Sheafe,  born  March  2,  1939. 


(X)  85.  ELLA  POST  SPEER  married  Major  Daniel  W.  Coihoun, 
of  Englewood,  New  Jersey,  May  21,  1932. 

125.  Daniel. 

126.  Howard. 

(X)  86.  ELLIOTT  SPEER  married  Charlotte  Lois  Welles,  March 
12,  1921. 

127.  Caroline  McMurtrie,  born  August  10,  1922. 

128.  Eleanor  Rose,  born  July  10,  1926. 

129.  Margaret  Ladd,  born  January  13,  1930. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  (Welles)  Speer  was  born  August  13,  1896. 

Dr.  Elliott  Speer  was  educated  at  Princeton,  further  studied  at 
Columbia  and  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  In  1932  he  was  the  headmaster  of 
the  well-known  Mt.  Hermon  School  for  boys  at  Northfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  a  thriving  institution  of  five  hundred  students,  situated  on  a  campus 
of  1200  acres.  Dr.  Speer  was  the  head  of  this  school  until  his  tragic  and 
untimely  death  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  September  14,  1934. 

(X)  89.  CONSTANCE  SOPHIA  SPEER  married  Robert  L.  Bar¬ 
bour,  October  25,  1930,  who  was  born  March  27,  1904. 

(X)  90.  WILLIAM  SPEER  married  Elizabeth  Lester,  July  6,  1940. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Lester)  Speer  was  born  April  2,  1913.  William 
Speer  is  director  of  admissions  at  Rutgers  University. 

(X)  91.  CHARLES  LINCOLN  REED,  JR.,  married  Barbara 
Brumbaugh,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  February  7,  1931. 

130.  Charles  Lincoln,  III,  born  July  11,  1936. 

Mrs.  Barbara  (Brumbaugh)  Reed,  born  October  24,  1901,  is  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  I.  Harvey  Brumbaugh  of  Huntingdon.  Dr. 
Brumbaugh  was  a  professor  at  Juniata  College.  Charles  Lincoln  Reed, 
Jr.,  is  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  LTnited  States  Army. 

(X)  92.  STEWART  McMURTRIE  NORTH  married  George 
Louis  Haller,  June  15,  1927. 

131.  Stewart  McMurtrie,  born  February  17,  1931. 

George  Louis  Haller,  born  in  1907,  was  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frederick  William  Haller,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

(X)  94.  MARGARET  ELIZABETH  NORTH  married  Harry 
Powers  Dunne,  September  4,  1937,  the  son  of  Edward  and  Rose  Marie 
(Powers)  Dunne,  of  Convent,  New  Jersey. 

(X)  95.  MARY  ELIZABETH  WINGER  married  Wilbur  Siddons, 
July  5,  1941. 


(X)  117.  KEITH  WHITTAKER,  M.D.,  married  Patricia  Collins, 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

132.  Thomas  Joseph,  born  September  15,  1955. 

133.  Ann  Patricia,  born  May  22,  1957. 

134.  Laura  Marie,  born  April  25,  1959. 

135.  John  C.,  born  August  2,  1961. 

Dr.  Keith  Whittaker,  a  graduate  of  Princeton  University,  received 
his  medical  degree  from  Northwestern  Medical  College  and  has  spcialized 
in  neurological  surgery. 

(X)  118.  KENT  WHITTAKER  married  Judith  Cameron,  of  Bala 
Cynwyd,  Pennsylvania. 

136.  Charles  Evans,  II,  born  January  22,  1961. 

Kent  Whittaker,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  received  a  law 
degree  from  Michigan  Law  School. 

(X)  119.  GARY  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  married  Carol  Houle- 
han,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

137.  Kinberly  Ann,  born  May  20,  1961. 


The  McMurtrie  Mansion,  built  1818,  now  the  Huntingdon  Library  and  the 
museum  of  the  Huntingdon  County  Historical  Society. 


PART  2 

The  Descendants  of  George  Whittaker,  of  Alexandria,  Pennsylvania 


(VI)  (B)  GEORGE  WHITTAKER  married  Martha  Anderson, 
whose  family  had  recently  emigrated  from  Northern  Ireland  to  settle  in 
Pennsylvania. 

1.  Anna  Mary,  born  July  10,  1817;  died  January  13,  1877. 

2.  John  Thomas,  born  1825  ;  died  November  5,  1897. 

3.  Elizabeth,  born  1830;  died  1911. 

4.  Margaret,  born  1832;  died  1905. 

5.  Carolina,  born  October  27,  1836;  died  July  29,  1922. 

6.  George,  born  1837;  died  August  29,  1838. 

Mrs.  Martha  (Anderson)  Whittaker,  born  December,  1794;  died 
November  25,  1856,  was  a  child  of  eight  when  her  parents  came  to  Ameri¬ 
ca;  this  would  make  the  time  of  their  arrival  about  1802.  Her  people 
were  part  of  that  second  great  wave  of  Scotch-Irish  who  emigrated  into 
this  country,  the  hrst  migration  of  this  racial  stock  having  taken  place 
in  the  early  1700’s. 

The  George  Whittaker  family  lived  on  the  farm  at  the  site  called 
in  the  olden  times  '‘Whittaker  Bridge'’  near  Alexandria  where  the  old 
turnpike  road  bisects  the  river  road  which  passes  the  Neff  farms  and  on 
to  Petersburg.  Lying  next  to  “Blue  Spring  Farm,’'  these  lands,  extending 
south  over  Warrior  Ridge,  were  bequeathed  to  George  Whittaker  by  his 
father,  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  in  1844.  Early  in  the  1860’s  George  Whit¬ 
taker  retired  from  farming  to  Alexandria  and  lived  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  a  neat,  white  frame  house  on  the  north  side  of  Shelton  Avenue 


“Whittaker  Bridge,”  near  Alexandria 
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near  the  Presbyterian  Church,  where  the  family  were  members.  This 
residence  is  now  owned  by  a  Hodgkins  family  from  Pittsburgh,  who  had 
bought  it  from  the  Whittaker  heirs  and  maintain  the  place  as  a  summer 
home.  The  “Whittaker  Bridge”  farm  is  now  owned  by  the  Hon.  Joseph 
H.  Neff. 

(VII)  2.  JOHN  THOMAS  WHITTAKER  married  Maria  Neff. 

7.  Theodore  Ross,  born  April  29,  1866;  died  August  29,  1870. 

8.  Florence  Martha,  born  August  20,  1869;  died  August  24,  1870. 

Mrs.  Maria  (Neff)  Whittaker,  was  born  in  1825;  died  April  8,  1885. 

John  Thomas  Whittaker,  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War,  lived  on  the  “Whittaker  Bridge”  farm. 

(VII)  3.  ELIZABETH  WHITTAKER  married  Solomon  Hamer. 

9.  George  Whittaker,  born  September  14,  1854;  died  October  5, 
1899. 

10.  Laura,  born  October,  1865  ;  died  July  9,  1935. 

11.  Maude  Ethel,  born  March  4,  1871;  died  April  8,  1886. 

Solomon  Hamer  was  born  in  1822  and  died  May  4,  1904.  This 
lamily  lived  in  Shavers  Creek  Valley,  Huntingdon  County. 

(VIII)  4.  MARGARET  WHITTAKER  married  William  Davis, 
born  1841;  died  1868. 

(VII)  5.  CAROLINA  WHITTAKER  married  Enoch  Lefford, 
January  2,  1866,  of  Alexandria,  Pa. 

12.  Luretta,  born  February  14,  1867;  died  July  16,  1952. 

13.  Myrtle,  born  August  11,  1875;  died  August,  1949. 

Enoch  Leffard,  born  May  11,  1840;  died  September  24,  1904,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  serving  in  Co.  C,  125th  Regiment,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteers,  which  distinguished  itself  at  Antietam  that  September 
day  in  1862. 

(VIII)  9.  GEORGE  WHITTAKER  HAMER  married  Emma 
Miller,  May  19,  1885. 

14.  May,  born  February  18,  1886. 

15.  Chester,  born  September  14,  1887;  died  January  22,  1922. 

16.  Paul,  born  December  3,  1897. 

(VIII)  12.  LURETTA  LEFFORD  married  Samuel  T.  Davis, 
February  18,  1892. 

17.  Helen,  born  March  18,  1893;  died  1945. 

18.  William,  born  October  18,  1894;  died  February  9,  1895. 

19.  Edith,  born  February  24,  1896. 

20.  George,  born  February  24,  1904. 

Samuel  T.  Davis,  born  January  12,  1869;  died  October  4,  1904,  was 
an  employee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  and  was  killed  while 
working  on  the  railroad  in  1904. 


Mrs.  Luretta  (Lefford)  Davis  was  known  in  her  old  age  as  “the 
grand  old  lady”  of  Alexandria,  where  she  had  spent  her  entire  life  with 
the  exception  of  a  period  of  ten  years  when  she  lived  in  neighboring 
Bairee.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  W.  E. 
Stewart  Missionary  Society  of  which  she  had  been  treasurer  for  twenty- 
five  years,  had  served  as  superintendent  of  the  cradle  roll  for  ten  years, 
and  had  been  the  financial  secretary  of  the  church  for  eighteen  years. 

(VIII)  13.  MYRTLE  LEFFORD  married  John  Cunningham,  May 
10,  1900,  who  was  of  the  Cunningham  family  from  Hartslog  Valley. 

21.  Robert,  born  August  29,  1911;  died  August  29,  1911. 

22.  Caroline,  born  December  18,  1912. 

(IX)  14.  MAY  HAMER  married  Edward  McCavitt,  born  1889, 
the  son  of  John  and  Maria  (Fox)  McCavitt. 

23.  Laura,  born  December  28,  1917. 

24.  Betty,  born  August  9,  1919. 

25.  Mary  Clair,  born  December  9,  1916. 

(IX)  15.  CHESTER  HAMER  married  Ethel  Porter,  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Carrie  (Green)  Porter. 

26.  Jean,  born  June  3,  1918. 

27.  Ralph,  born  May  22,  1920. 

(IX)  16.  PALTL  HAMER  married  Anna  Mae  Webb,  born  June  10, 
1898;  died  March  7,  1926,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Laura  Webb. 

28.  Paul,  Jr.,  born  March  6,  1926. 

(IX)  16.  PAUL  HAMER  married  (second)  Mae  Sydenstricker, 
born  June  3,  1906.  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Clara  (Crouse)  Syden¬ 
stricker.  They  were  divorced  August  27,  1937. 

29.  Mary,  born  December  7,  1930. 

30.  Martha,  born  June  23,  1932. 

(IX)  16.  PALTL  HAMER  married  (third)  Mrs.  Augusta  Cale, 
born  March  30,  1898,  the  daughter  of  Erastus  and  Arminta  (Cardin) 
Ferrel. 

The  Paul  Hamer  family  lives  at  Rensford,  West  Virginia. 

(IX)  17.  HELEN  DAVIS  married  George  Spacht,  October  16, 
1913. 

31.  Edna,  born  September  11,  1915. 

32.  Donald,  born  May  21,  1917. 

33.  Anna  May,  born  June  22,  1923. 

34.  Jean,  born  November  18,  1926. 

35.  Kenneth,  born  January  11,  1930. 

George  S.pacht,  born  February  27,  1894;  died  December  11,  1949, 
the  son  of  A.  Derbon  and  Mary  (Shoemaker)  Spacht,  of  Porter  Town¬ 
ship,  Huntingdon  Co. 
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(IX)  19.  EDITH  DAVIS  married  Ruel  Kyle,  March  11,  1915, 
who  was  born  June  9,  1892. 

36.  George,  born  August  15,  1916;  died  August  16,  1916. 

37.  Esther,  born  May  7,  1923. 

(IX)  20.  GEORGE  DAVIS  married  Anna  Beck,  March  3,  1925, 
who  was  born  October  8,  1903. 

38.  William,  born  July  21,  1926. 

39.  Francis,  born  September  26,  1930. 

(IX)  22.  CAROLINE  CUNNINGHAM  married  Lawrence 
Schuldt,  April  10,  1933,  who  was  born  March  14,  1903,  the  son  of  John 
and  Bessie  (Brenneman)  Schuldt,  of  Porter  Township. 

(X)  23.  LAURA  McCAVITT  married  Arnold  Asman,  June  23, 
1941,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Susan  Asman. 

(X)  31.  EDNA  SPACHT  married  Ralph  Swan,  November  15, 
1933,  who  was  born  April  10,  1914. 

40.  Richard,  born  May  19,  1934. 

41.  Robert,  born  May  27,  1937. 

42.  James,  born  August  30,  1938. 

43.  Thomas,  born  June  4,  1940. 

44.  Patsey  Ann,  born  August  20,  1941. 

(X)  32.  DONALD  SPACHT  married  Florence  Knoll,  December 
6,  1941,  who  was  born  April  20,  1920. 


PART  3 

The  Descendants  of  Thomas  Whittaker,  II,  Miller  and  Fanner 


Thomas  Whittaker,  II,  miller  and  farmer,  was  born  in  1798  at  the 
Allegheny  Street  home  in  Huntingdon,  where  his  grandfather  had 
settled  in  1791  to  become  the  landlord  of  one  of  the  early  inns  in  the 
town.  When  a  young  man,  Thomas,  being  interested  in  the  scenes  of  the 
open  road  with  its  hint  of  adventure,  for  a  brief  time  drove  freight-laden 
Conestoga  wagons  over  the  Allegheny  Mountains  on  the  regular  route 
between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  as  well  as  over  the  Huntingdon 
turnpike  west  to  Pittsburgh  in  the  1820's. 

This  was  in  a  day  just  before  the  coming  of  the  canal  and  the  rail¬ 
road.  The  Juniata  Valley  canal  and  the  old  Portage  Railroad,  which 
brought  to  an  end  the  reign  of  the  conestoga  as  carriers  of  freight,  were 
not  completed  until  1834,  while  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  over  the 
mountains  to  Pittsburgh  was  not  completed  until  1852. 

He  also  gained  experience  in  another  means  of  travel  and  that  was 
as  a  riverman.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  when  the  Juniata  River  was  at 
its  highest,  it  was  a  custom  to  load  a  raft  at  ‘"Whittaker  Mills”  with 
barrels  of  flour  and  other  products  of  the  valley  and  float  down  the  river 
in  flood  to  Middletown  at  the  confluence  of  the  Susquehanna  and  the 
Swatara,  or  perhaps  to  sail  further  south  to  Baltimore.  The  cargo  of 
flour  and  the  lumber  of  the  raft  would  be  sold  at  market;  and  the  crew 
after  enjoying  the  sight  of  bustling  crowds  and  the  excitement  of  a 
strange  town,  would  start  for  home  on  foot,  or  on  rarer  occasions  on 
horseback.  It  is  said  that  a  frequent  companion  on  these  river  journeys 
was  John  Graffius,  his  future  brother-in-law,  who  married  his  sister, 
Mary  Ann. 

Using  the  Juniata  River  for  navigation  was  long  practiced  in  the 
valley.  In  the  late  eighteenth  century  the  Cryders  were  among  the  first 
to  transport  their  flour  to  the  East  in  this  manner.  With  the  felling  of 
the  forests  and  the  growth  of  communities,  the  streams  have  dwindled, 
so  that  today  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  they  were  once  busy  routes  of  trade. 

The  rafts  being  solely  downstream  craft  often  traveled  at  night, 
because  they  did  not  have  the  problems  to  meet  as  did  the  keelboats  and 
barges.  They  floated  with  the  current  with  the  crew  keeping  a  sharp 
lookout  for  snags,  submerged  rocks,  and  bars.  These  rafts  traveling  on 
the  breast  of  the  river  moved  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  an  hour  in  sluggish 
water  and  up  to  five  in  flood. 

In  colonial  days  the  first  industry  to  develop  in  a  newly  settled 
area  was  flour  milling,  because  it  was  most  closely  associated  with  farm¬ 
ing.  As  has  been  stated  the  Cryder  grist  mill,  built  just  prior  to  the 
American  Revolution,  was  bought  with  its  timberlands,  cleared  fields, 
and  pastures,  by  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  the  father  of  Thomas,  in  1803  and 
at  his  death  was  bequeathed  to  this  son  who  had  operated  the  mill  since 
his  adult  years.  All  Thomas’  children,  with  the  exception  of  Mary  Fran¬ 
ces,  the  child  of  his  second  wife,  were  born  and  reared  at  “Whittaker 
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Mills.”  In  1848  this  property,  consisting  of  about  700  acres  situated  on 
both  sides  of  the  Juniata  River  a  mile  or  so  above  Huntingdon,  was  sold 
to  Thomas  Fisher. 

Somewhat  prior  to  that  time  in  1846  Thomas  Whittaker,  II,  had 
purchased  from  the  Huyett  family  of  Washington  County,  Maryland, 
a  three  hundred  acre  farm  for  approximately  seven  thousand  dollars. 
These  lands  had  been  inherited  by  the  Huyetts  and  Ingrams  through 
their  mother  who  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Swoope  of  Huntingdon.  He  in 
turn  had  purchased  the  acreage  from  the  original  Rev.  William  Smith 
grant.  This  farm,  situated  in  Hartslog  Valley  in  Porter  Township,  is 
known  today  as  the  “Willow  Grove  Farm,”  and  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  same  family. 

Tradition  says  that  the  grist  mill,  built  of  logs  and  weather  boarded, 
had  a  peaked  cock-loft,  a  ponderous  water  wheel,  green  with  slime  and 
moss,  turned  slowly,  propelled  by  the  flow  from  the  mill  race.  The  early 
millstone  was  made  of  native  stone  and  was  probably  about  six  or  seven 
feet  in  diameter.  Originally  all  the  machinery  was  made  of  wood.  It  is 
said  that  the  sound  of  the  grinding  sent  forth  a  low  note  unlike  modern 
metallic  machinery;  later  iron  cogs  were  in  use.  During  time  of  flood 
the  superstructure  of  the  building  suffered  damage,  and  parts  had  to  be 
renewed. 

In  those  days  for  a  farmer  boy  a  trip  to  the  mill  with  his  father  was 
one  of  the  high  spots  of  boyhood  life  on  the  farm.  Usually  several  teams 
were  in  line,  waiting  their  turn.  While  the  men  discussed  neighborhood 
happenings  or  expressed  their  political  views,  the  boys  played  on  the 
green  in  front  of  the  mill,  went  swimming  in  the  Juniata,  or  if  Miller 
Whittaker  were  in  a  good  mood,  explored  the  mill.  It  is  known  that 
farmers  came  to  “Whittaker  Mills”  as  far  away  as  Spruce  Creek  and 
Barree;  hence,  it  often  was  necessary  to  stay  at  the  mill  over  night.  In 
pioneer  days  it  was  not  unusual  for  grist  mills  to  serve  a  circuit  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles. 

In  the  early  days  the  accepted  manner  of  payment  was  in  kind.  The 
miller  took  one  tenth  of  the  grist  as  toll.  One  can  see  that  the  honesty 
of  his  reputation  added  to  the  briskness  of  his  business.  Eventually  this 
custom  of  taking  a  percentage  of  the  flour  gave  way  to  merchant  milling 
and  a  fixed  charge. 

A  few  yards  from  the  mill  building  stood  the  house,  sturdily  built  of 
logs,  weather  boarded  with  the  doors  of  two-inch  planks,  and  strong- 
enough  to  withstand  an  Indian  attack.  In  Revolutionary  times  during 
the  Cryder  ownership,  that  was  a  possibility  which  was  not  altogether 
remote.  Of  three  stories  with  huge  basement  kitchen  and  upper  part 
featuring  a  porch,  the  dwelling  was  built  into  the  hill  at  the  rear  and 
faced  the  river  and  the  road  that  came  down  the  ridge  from  the  inter¬ 
section,  known  to  another  generation  as  “the  forks  at  the  watering 
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trough”  on  the  turnpike  road  from  Alexandria.  Today,  this  ridge  road 
leading  down  to  the  river  is  but  a  lane,  little  more  than  a  bridal  path, 
slowly  being  enveloped  by  brush.  Equestrians  and  hikers  still  make  use 
of  it. 

Today  the  mill  race  reflects  only  the  encroaching  shrubbery  and 
trees,  for  nothing  remains  of  the  buildings  that  once  stood  at  “Whit¬ 
taker  Mills.”  It  is  now  a  site  for  campers  and  fishermen.  The  mill,  the 
house,  the  out  buildings,  and  the  wharf  at  the  water’s  edge  —  all  have 
disappeared,  even  to  the  big  spring  which  is  now  sealed  and  is  a  source  of 
water  supply  for  the  Pennsylvania  Correctional  Institution  at  Hunting¬ 
don.  The  Institution  now  owns  part  of  what  were  once  the  Whittaker 
lands. 

Aside  from  the  trips  in  his  youth  on  the  Juniata  River  as  a  raftsman 
and  as  wagoner  over  the  Alleghenies,  Thomas  Whittaker,  II,  spent  all  his 
life  in  the  Huntingdon  community.  During  his  senior  years  he  resided 
on  the  farm  in  Hartslog  Valley,  where  he  died  in  1864  and  was  buried 
in  the  Whittaker  family  plot  in  the  Huntingdon  cemetery.  He  filled  the 
township  offices,  was  an  early  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and  a 
life  long  member  of  the  Huntingdon  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  following  is  of  interest  because  it  is  the  obituary  which  appeared 
in  the  Huntingdon  Journal- American  for  Wednesday,  September  7,  1864, 
written  in  the  rather  quaint  style  of  the  day: 

“WHITTAKER  —  In  Porter  township,  on  Tuesday,  the  30th  ult, 
Thomas  Whittaker,  aged  66  years. 

The  deceased  was  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  respected  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  this  place,  and  has  resided  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  during  all  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  spotless  character  and  un¬ 
impeachable  integrity  —  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him  intimately,  and 
respected  and  honored  by  every  one  with  whom  he  had  dealings.  'His 
word  was  as  good  as  his  bond,’  and  there  lives  no  man  who  can  truth¬ 
fully  say  that  he  ever  wronged  him  in  pocket  or  name.  During  his  pain¬ 
ful  sickness,  which  he  bore  with  that  patient,  uncomplaining  spirit,  which 
only  those  who  have  ‘fought  the  good  fight’  and  whose  names  are  written 
in  the  Lamb's  book  manifest  when  passing  through  the  dark  valley,  he 
rested  on  the  promises  of  the  one  who  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother  and 
whose  rod  and  staff  supporteth  the  dying  Christian  through  the  dark 
waters.  He  rested  from  his  labors;  the  fleeting  scenes,  the  transient 
pleasures,  the  cares  and  sorrows  of  earth  have  given  to  the  eternal  joys, 
the  crown  of  glory  and  life  everlasting  which  awaiteth  all  who  have  made 
‘their  calling  and  election  sure,’  in  that  better  world  beyond  the  bounds 
of  time. 


'Where  sickness  and  sorrow,  pain  and  death, 
Are  felt  and  feared  no  more.'  ” 
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(VI)  (C)  THOMAS  WHITTAKER,  II,  married  Margaret  Alex¬ 
ander,  of  Alexandria,  Pa.,  February  23,  1823. 

1.  John  Alexander,  born  April  12,  1824;  died  March  6,  1896. 

2.  William  Augustus,  born  July  12,  1826;  died  February  3,  1904. 

3.  Caroline,  born  October  18,  1828;  died  October  9,  1829. 

4.  Thomas  Shockey,  born  August  18,  1830;  died  May  6,  1909. 

5.  Eliza  Catharine,  born  August  19,  1832;  died  October  24,  1898. 

6.  James,  born  November  19,  1835;  died  October  2,  1845. 

7.  Charles  Addison,  born  January  1,  1838;  died  February  17,  1913. 

8.  Martha  Alice,  born  February  13,  1840;  died  August  20,  1843. 

9.  Margaret  Ventalan,  born  January  23,  1845;  died  March,  1917. 


Mrs.  Margaret  (Alexander)  Whittaker,  born  January  14,  1803;  died 
January  23,  1845,  was  the  daughter  of  John  Alexander,  born  1766;  died 
December,  1814,  and  Martha  (Osborn)  Alexander,  born  1770;  died 
June  14,  1840.  She  was  the  granddaughter  of  John  and  Mary  Alexander 
of  Greene  Township,  near  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  and  the  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  John  Alexander,  born  1700,  and  Margaret  (Glasson)  Alex¬ 
ander,  who  came  to  America  in  1736  from  Scotland  after  a  brief  sojourn 
at  Armagh,  Ireland.  The  father  of  John,  the  emigrant,  was  Thomas 
Alexander  of  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  the  ancestral  home  of  the  Alexan¬ 
ders.  Margaret  Glasson  was  the  daughter  of  Ronald  Glasson  of  Glasgow. 

Family  tradition  says  that  John  Alexander,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
garet  Whittaker,  ran  away  from  home  in  his  youth  and  roamed  the 
Pennsylvania  frontiers  as  an  Indian  fighter.  He  and  his  wife,  who  after 
his  death,  remarried  to  a  David  Stewart,  are  buried  in  the  Presbyterian 
Cemetery  at  Alexandria.  His  gravestone,  still  standing  and  bearing  the 
date  1814,  is  the  oldest  one  in  that  cemetery. 

(VI)  (C)  THOMAS  WHITTAKER,  II,  married  (second)  Catha¬ 
rine  Alexander,  a  younger  sister  of  Margaret,  born  September  22,  1809; 
died  February  17,  1866. 

10.  Mary  Frances,  born  October  4,  1849;  died  March,  1913. 

Mrs.  Catharine  (Alexander)  Whittaker  is  buried  by  the  side  of  her 
husband  in  the  Whittaker  plot  in  the  Riverview  Cemetery  at  Huntingdon. 
Mrs.  Margaret  (Alexander)  Whittaker  is  buried  in  the  oldest  section 
of  this  cemetery  with  the  children  who  died  young  and  the  older 
generation  of  Whittakers. 

Captain  Charles  Addison  Whittaker,  born  in  1838  at  “Whittaker 
Mills,”  lived  most  of  his  adult  years  in  the  West,  coming  home  to  Hun¬ 
tingdon  for  visits  and  family  gatherings  from  time  to  time,  but  spending 
onlv  the  last  few  months  of  his  life  as  a  resident  in  his  native  communitv. 

j 

About  1858  he  went  to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  became  a  passen¬ 
ger  conductor.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  resigned  his  position 
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engatre- 


at  $125  a  month  and  enlisted  in  Company  C,  88th  Indiana  Volunteers, 
on  the  15th  day  of  August,  1862,  to  serve  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war.  He  was  mustered  into  service  on  the  following  day  as  first  sergeant 
of  his  company.  The  regiment 
became  part  of  the  army  which 
carried  on  hostilities  in  Kentucky, 

Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  partici¬ 
pating  in  engagements  at  Chicka- 
mauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mis¬ 
sionary  Ridge  and  a  number  of 
others  not  so  commonly  known. 

Early  in  May,  1864,  his  regiment 
marched  with  Sherman’s  army 
on  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
part  in  the  numerous 
ments  of  that  campaign,  and  af¬ 
ter  having  been  sent  with  an 
army  in  the  pursuit  of  General 
Hood,  rejoined  General  Sher¬ 
man’s  army  on  its  famous  “March 
to  the  Sea,”  entering  the 
Savannah  December  21, 

The  army,  in  January, 
moved  northward  into 
Carolina  and  assisted  in  bringing 
peace  through  the  surrender  of 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Goldsboro.  After 
Johnston’s  surrender  the  army  moved  via  Richmond  to  Washington, 
where  it  took  part  in  the  grand  final  review  and  Captain  Whittaker  was 
mustered  out  June  7,  1865. 


city  of 

1864. 

1865, 
North 


Captain  Charles  A.  Whittaker 
1838-1913 


Cavalry  sword  of  Captain  Charles  A.  Whittaker,  worn  at  Chickamauga,  Mission¬ 
ary  Ridge,  and  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  of  the  Civil  War. 
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Captain  Whittaker  was  twice  wounded,  and  by  bravery,  stated  an 
obituary  sketch  of  his  career,  rose  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  of  his 
company,  being  later  detailed  to  the  staff  of  General  H.  C.  Hobart  as 
provost  marshall,  ordinance  officer  and  assistant  adjutant  general.  He 
was  commissioned  as  Captain  by  General  O.  P.  Morton,  of  Indiana  while 
in  the  service  in  Georgia,  but  did  not  accept  the  new  position  at  that  time 
on  account  of  staff  duties. 

At  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Georgia,  his  horse  was  badly  wounded;  at 
Jonesboro,  Georgia,  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  and  at  Benton- 
ville,  North  Carolina,  his  horse  was  killed  under  him  by  a  cannon  ball. 

After  the  war  he  came  back  to  Pennsylvania  to  his  old  home  and 
remained  about  two  years.  He  then  went  to  the  West  finally  locating  at 
Savannah,  Missouri,  where  he  read  law,  was  admitted  to  the  Missouri 
bar  and  practiced  for  some  time.  Later  becoming  interested  in  cattle 
raising,  he  engaged  in  the  stock  business  at  Cawker  City,  Kansas,  having 
a  large  ranch  and  about  three  farms.  He  was  a  large  shipper  of  cattle 
there  for  some  time.  Subsequently,  he  sold  out  and  bought  another 
ranch  at  Smith  City,  handling  it  successfully  for  a  number  of  years  until 
his  health  failed.  He  then  became  interested  in  banking  and  resided  at 
Lebanon,  Kansas,  for  two  years  and  at  Pawnee  City,  Nebraska,  for  eight 
years,  from  whence  he  came  to  Huntingdon  in  November,  1912. 

His  sister,  Miss  Mary  Frances  Whittaker,  who  took  care  of  him  dur¬ 
ing  his  last  illness,  had  been  with  him  for  the  past  ten  years  of  his  life. 
Before  that  she  had  made  extended  visits  to  the  West,  and  would  period¬ 
ically  return  to  the  East,  accompanied  by  several  trunks  and  boxes 
which  would  be  stored  in  the  loft  of  one  of  the  building's  on  the  Whit- 
taker  farm  in  Hartslog  Valley,  there  to  remain  for  several  months  until 
the  return  journey. 

Captain  Whittaker  had  his  feet  frozen  while  on  a  hunting  trip  in 
the  Rocky  Mountains  out  from  Denver,  having  become  lost  in  a  snow 
storm  over  night.  In  order  to  save  his  life  the  toes  had  to  be  amputated, 
leaving  him  slightly  lame  to  the  end  of  his  days. 

Traditionally  .with  the  Whittakers,  he  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  With  his  varied  career  as  Union  Army  cavalry 
officer,  rancher,  and  banker,  he  was  a  man  who  was  verv  much  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  West  in  its  post  Civil  War  days  and  played  no  insignifi¬ 
cant  role  in  the  winning  of  that  area  for  settlement  by  homesteaders. 

(VII)  2.  WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS  WHITTAKER  married  Caro¬ 
line  Huyette,  December  27,  1872. 

11.  Frederick  Alexander,  born  November  11,  1873;  died  December 
29,  1933. 

12.  Wilbur  Huyette,  born  January  21,  1875;  died  June  5,  1952. 

13.  Mabel  Clare,  born  November  25,  1876;  died  February  6,  1878. 

14.  Ralph  Rohrer,  born  November  25,  1878. 


William  A.  Whittaker  was  born  at  ‘‘Whittaker  Mills”  and  educated 
at  the  Huntingdon  Academy;  then  taught  school  for  several  terms  in 
Hartslog  Valley.  From  1851  to  1854  he  was  foreman  of  a  construction 
group  which  built  the  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Railroad.  Later  he 
became  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Porter  Township,  farming  the  land  that 
his  father  had  purchased  in  1846.  He  held  the  local  offices  as  road  sup¬ 
ervisor  and  school  director,  and  was  for  many  years  a  ruling  elder  in  the 
Alexandria  Presbyterian  Church  where  his  brother,  John,  also  was  an 
elder,  from  his  election  in  1869.  In  1902  he  retired  to  Alexandria  when 
his  son,  Wilbur,  took  over  the  farm,  and  died  there  in  1904. 

Mrs.  Caroline  (Huyette)  Whittaker,  born  March  17,  1837;  died 
Tuesday,  May  12,  1913,  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  John  and  Anna  Catha¬ 
rine  (Harnish)  Huyette,  of  “Stone  Hall”  near  Alexandria,  and  the 
granddaughter  of  Major  John  Huvett  and  Elizabeth  (Grove)  Huyett, 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Huntingdon  County,  arriving  in 
1795  to  make  a  home  on  the  land  that  had  been  purchased  in  1790  by 
the  parents  of  John.  Sr.,  namely,  Louis  (Ludwig)  and  Margaretta  (Pot¬ 
ter)  Huyett  of  Washington  County,  Maryland. 


Mrs.  Whittaker  was  twice  married;  her  first  husband  being  Reuben 
Oaks  of  Shavers  Creek  Valley,  the  son  of  William  and  Ann  (McCor¬ 


mick)  Oaks.  Reuben  Oaks  died  in 


1859  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  and 
is  buried  in  the  Ewing  Cemetery 
at  Manor  Hill.  To  this  union 
were  born  two  children,  William, 
who  died  in  infancy,  and  Mary 
“Mollie,”  born  April  14,  1857; 
died  December  8,  1925,  who  mar¬ 
ried  G.  Alton  Beckley,  of  Altoona, 
Pa.,  at  the  Whittaker  homestead 
on  November  24,  1880.  Mr.  Beck- 
ley,  a  druggist  in  Altoona,  was 
born  September  2,  1854;  died 
Julv  21,  1940.  They  are  buried  in 
the  Whittaker  burial  plot  of  the 
Alexandria  Presbyterian  Cemetery. 


Caroline  Huyette,  c.  1860 


While  on  their  wedding  jour¬ 
ney  to  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  to 
visit  with  the  Beck  family  and 
other  Huyett  relatives,  William 
and  Caroline  Whittaker  had  the 
photographs  taken  which  are  used 
in  this  book.  With  them  at  the 
time  were  another  newly  married 
couple,  her  brother  Scott  Huyett 
and  his  bride,  Laura  (Neff) 
Huyett. 


(VII)  4.  THOMAS  SHOGKEY  WHITTAKER  married  Lydia 
Steele,  February  27,  1866. 

15.  Charles  Steele,  born  April  28,  1867;  died  May  30,  1938. 

16.  John  Clayton,  born  November  4,  1868;  died  December  7,  1932. 

17.  Edgar  Bruce,  born  September  11,  1870. 

18.  Clarence  Herbert,  born  June  20,  1873;  died  June  17,  1939. 

19.  Mary  Grace,  born  April  8,  1875;  died  July  20,  1952. 


Thomas  Shockey  Whittaker  was  born  at  “Whittaker  Mills”  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Huntingdon  Acad¬ 
emy.  As  a  young  man  he  was  a  foreman  of  a  construction  outfit  on  the 
Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad.  During  the  Civil  War 
he  enlisted  in  1862  for  nine 


months  in  Company  C,  1 25th 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers,  a  regiment  recruited  from 
the  Huntingdon,  Blair,  and  Cam- 
bria  county  area  and  saw  its  first 
action  at  Antietam  on  September 
17,  1862.  In  this  engagement, 
their  color  sergeant,  George 
Simpson,  of  Huntingdon,  was 
killed.  A  monument,  marking  the 
site  of  the  125th’s  encounter  with 
the  Confederates  and  featuring 
in  marble  the  form  of  their  color 
sergeant,  was  dedicated  in  1904. 

In  1863,  Thomas  Shockey 
Whittaker  re-enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  M.,  the  20th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  was  promoted  to 
1st  Lieut.  Following  the  close  of 
the  war,  he  returned  home  and 
in  1866  began  farming  in  Harts- 
log  Valley  on  a  183-acre  tract  of 
land  that  was  a  -portion  of  the 
acreage  which  his  father  had  pur¬ 
chased  in  1846,  the  tract  being  a  part  of  the  original  William  Smith 
lands.  In  1908  he  retired  to  Smithfield  to  a  house  that,  interestingly 
enough,  was  built  on  a  lot  that  extended  to  the  bank  of  the  river. 


Thomas  Shockey  Whittaker 
1830-1909 


Mrs.  Lydia  (Steele)  Whittaker,  born  November  10,  1838;  died . , 

1921,  was  the  daughter  of  George  Franklin  and  Mary  Ann  (Stoler) 
Steele,  of  Saxton,  Pa. 


(VII)  9.  MARGARET  VENTALAN  WHITTAKER  married  Por¬ 
ter  B.  Zentmyer,  born  1840;  died  1919,  the  son  of  John,  born  1808;  died 
1891,  and  Margaret  (Gates)  Zentmyer,  born  1810;  died  1888,  of  Porter 
Township,  Huntingdon  County. 

20.  Frank  K.,  born  1874;  died  1912. 
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William  A.  W  hittaker,  1872 
Hagerstown,  Maryland 


Caroline  Huyette  Whittaker,  1872 
Hagerstown,  Maryland 


The  Whittaker  Homestead,  “Willow  Grove  Farm,”  built  in  1867  by 

William  A.  Whittaker 
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Mrs.  Margaret  “Maggie”  (Whittaker)  Zentmyer,  who  had  been 
reared  by  her  father’s  sister,  Aunt  Peggy,  in  Huntingdon  after  the  death 
of  her  mother,  became  the  chief  beneficiary  of  her  aunt’s  estate  in  1869. 
After  their  marriage  the  Porter  Zentmyers  removed  to  Clearfield  where 
Mr.  Zentmyer  became  a  prosperous  coal  operator.  At  his  death  the  Zent¬ 
myer  Trust  Fund  was  created.  According  to  the  terms  of  his  will,  the 
fund  was  to  be  administered  by  the  local  Masonic  body.  The  income 
from  this  trust  goes  to  the  Clearfield  Hospital  for  the  surgical  treatment 
of  crippled  children. 

The  Zentmyer  family  are  interred  in  the  Clearfield  Cemetery.  The 
parents  of  Porter  Zentmyer  are  buried  in  the  Alexandria  Presbyterian 
Cemetery.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  a  memorial  to  his  two  brothers 
who  served  and  died  in  the  Civil  War  has  been  erected  on  the  familv 
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burial  lot  in  that  cemetery  with  this  inscription: 

“David  Zentmyer,  1st  Lieutenant,  Company  I,  5th  Pennsylvania 
Reserves,  born  May  7,  1835,  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  De¬ 
cember  13,  1862. 

Frank  Zentmyer,  Major,  5th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  born  September 
13,  1836,  wounded  in  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  died  in  Libby  Prison, 
December  27,  1862.” 

(VIII)  11.  FREDERICK  ALEXANDER  WHITTAKER  married 
Alice  Carey  Lincoln,  August  18,  1906,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

21.  Robert  Lincoln,  born  March  14,  1907. 

22.  William  Alexander,  born  November  29,  1908. 

23.  Alton  Beckley,  born  August  3,  1910. 

24.  Alice  Louise,  born  March  8,  1916. 

Mrs.  Alice  C.  (Lincoln)  Whittaker,  a  student  and  teacher  of  the 
piano,  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  Given  Lincoln,  born  September  12, 
1847;  died  June  24,  1929,  and  Martha  (Campbell)  Lincoln,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1845;  died  February  4,  1926,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  Mrs.  Whittaker 
is  a  descendant  of  the  Samuel  Lincoln,  who  emigrated  to  Massachusetts 
in  1637  and  who  was  the  ancestor  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  is  also  a 
descendant  of  the  Reverend  William  Smith,  D.D.,  the  first  Provost  of 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  founder  of  the  town  of  Huntingdon. 

For  the  sake  of  the  record  the  military  experience  of  Robert  G. 
Lincoln  is  here  included.  A  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  he,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  enlisted  September  3,  1864,  at  Hollidaysburg  in  the  1st  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Light  Antillery,  Battery  D.  He  was  with  General  Sheridan’s  army 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill 
and  in  the  two  battles  of  Cedar  Creek.  It  was  his  experience  to  witness 
the  gallop  of  General  “Phil”  Sheridan  on  his  foam-flecked  charger  during 
the  famous  ride  from  Winchester  which  James  Buchanan  Read  made 
celebrated  in  his  poem.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  mustered  out  of  the  Union 
army  at  the  picturesque  and  historic  town  of  Harpers  Ferry  on  June 
28,  1865. 


Fred  A.  Whittaker  was  a  graduate  of  Juniata  College,  Class  of  1897, 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  years  in  Huntingdon  County,  having  his 
first  term’s  experience  in  Shirleysburg.  In  1902  he  came  to  Altoona  and 
entered  the  service  of  the  Morgan  Real  Estate  Company,  later  becoming 
interested  in  the  hardware  business,  was  associated  with  the  Fox  and 
Fox  hardware  store  on  Eleventh  Avenue.  In  the  spring  of  1915  he 
opened  his  own  place  of  business  on  Eighth  Avenue  and  Twelfth  Street 
and  continued  its  operation  until  his  death  in  1933. 

William  A.  Whittaker  was  graduated  from  the  Altoona  Senior  High 
School  with  the  Class  of  1927,  attended  Juniata  College,  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  the  University  of  Virginia,  a  Master  of 
Arts  degree  in  1941  from  the  Pennsylvania  State  University,  and  has 
done  graduate  work  at  Columbia  University.  During  World  War  II,  he 
served  as  a  Staff  Sergeant  in  the  Armed  Forces  from  1942  to  1945,  for 
a  time  being  stationed  at  Gander,  Newfoundland,  a  North  Atlantic  base 
of  the  Air  Transport  Command.  A  member  of  the  Altoona  Senior  High 
School  faculty,  he  has  been  teaching  in  the  Language  Department  since 
1934  and  head  of  the  department  since  1958.  He  holds  membership  in 
the  Masons,  the  Williamsport  Consistory,  Jaffa  Shrine,  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  the  Pennsylvania  Huguenot  Society  and  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Scotch-Irish  Society.  A  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church  in  Altoona,  having  served  on  the  Board  of  Deacons,  he  is  at 
present  a  member  of  the  session  as  a  ruling  elder. 

(VIII)  12.  WILBUR  HUYETTE  WHITTAKER  married  Anna 
Mabel  Oburn,  of  Mooresville,  Pa.,  October  30,  1901. 

25.  Alton  Oburn,  born  March  6,  1906;  died  September  11,  1907. 

26.  Frances  Caroline,  born  December  1,  1908. 

27.  Alice  Lorraine,  born  October  18,  1914. 

Mrs.  Mabel  (Oburn)  Whittaker,  born  January  9,  1879;  died  July 
24,  1947,  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Neff)  Oburn,  of 
Mooresville,  Pa.,  the  granddaughter  of  John  Huyette  and  Catherine 
(Musser)  Neff,  and  a  descendant  of  the  Joseph  Oburn,  who  settled  in 
Shavers  Creek  Valley  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  and  became  a 
prosperous  farmer  noted  for  his  kindness  to  his  neighbors. 

Mr.  Whittaker,  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Alexandria, 
maintained  the  home  farm,  “Willow  Grove”  in  Hartslog  Valley,  part  of 
the  Whittaker  lands  purchased  in  1846  by  his  grandfather,  Thomas 
Whittaker,  II. 

(VIII)  14.  RALPH  ROHRER  WHITTAKER,  M.D.,  was  married 
by  his  cousin,  the  Reverend  Charles  A.  Huyette,  in  Alexandria  to  Helen 
Winifred  Ullery,  November  24,  1909. 

28.  Helen  Louise,  born  September  27,  1910. 

29.  Ralph  Rohrer,  Jr.,  born  November  24,  1913. 

Mrs.  Helen  “Nell”  (Ullery)  Whittaker,  born  July  28,  1885;  died 
May  9,  1934,  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Paisley)  Ullery, 
of  Altoona,  Pa.  Her  father  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Adam  Holliday, 
the  founder  of  the  town  which  bears  his  name.  She  was  a  graduate 
nurse  of  the  Allegheny  General  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  Class  of  1909. 
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(VIII)  14.  RALPH  ROHRER  WHITTAKER,  M.  D.,  married 
(second)  Marie  Gates,  the  daughter  of  David  McKee  and  Chana 
(Raugh)  Gates,  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Dr.  Whittaker  attended  Juniata  College,  Mercersburg  Academy,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  medical  college,  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
Class  of  1907.  At  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  he  enlisted 
and  served  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  5th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  November  10,  1898. 
During  World  War  I,  Dr.  Whittaker  entered  the  army  at  Camp  Holt, 
Gettysburg,  with  a  commission  as  1st  Lieut.,  Medical  Corps,  304th  Bat., 
Heavy  Tank  Corps.  He  was  promoted  Captain  May  2,  1919,  at  Brest, 
France,  and  was  in  the  A.E.F.  service  from  October  20,  1918  until  July 
2,  1919,  returning  to  civilian  life  July  2,  1919,  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey, 
with  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  56th  Inf.,  7th  Div.  Regular  Army. 

In  1908  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Williamsburg,  Pa. 
Fifty  years  later  the  community  of  Williamsburg  under  the  auspices  of 
the  American  Legion  gave  Dr.  Whittaker  a  testimonial  dinner  in  honor 
of  his  half  century  of  service  to  the  town  and  to  the  surrounding  area. 

Dr.  Whittaker  has  served  as  school  director  for  the  public  schools 
and  as  examining  physician  for  the  students  in  that  area.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  the  Lions  Club  and  the  Masons, 
the  Knights  Templar,  and  the  Jaffa  Shrine. 

(VIII)  15.  CHARLES  STEELE  WHITTAKER  married  Mary 
Lena  Lincoln,  October  13,  1898. 

30.  Thomas  Craig,  born  September,  1901;  died  March,  1912. 

31.  Alice  Marguerite,  born  November  15,  1906;  died  August  27, 
1907. 

32.  Walter  Howard,  born  July  26,  1910. 

33.  Alfred  Edward,  born  July  17,  1914;  died  August  29,  1928. 

34.  Edith  Marie,  born  September  1,  1918. 

35.  John  Given,  born  May  4,  1920. 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  (Lincoln)  Whittaker  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  Given 
and  Martha  (Campbell)  Lincoln,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Charles  Steele  Whittaker,  a  highly  successful  farmer  in  Porter  Town¬ 
ship,  was  outstanding  in  his  service  to  the  community.  He  was  a  life  long 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Huntingdon  Church  of  his 
ancestors  and  fulfilled  the  duties  of  the  local  township  offices  faithfully 
and  well. 

In  memory  of  Charles  Steele  Whittaker  the  Premium  Booklet  of 
1938  of  the  Huntingdon  County  Fair  Association  was  dedicated  to  him. 
The  following  extract  is  taken  from  that  booklet: 

“He  was  Secretary  of  the  Association  from  its  organization  until  just 
recently,  when  he  resigned  because  of  ill  health.  He  was  on  its  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  entire  life  of  the  Association  and  gave  willingly  of  his 
time  and  energy.  The  benefit  of  his  advice  will  be  sadly  missed  by  his 
associates.  Some  who  started  with  the  association  when  it  was  first  or¬ 
ganized  have  dropped  by  the  wayside.  Mr.  Whittaker  was  with  us  until 
the  end.  In  addition  to  his  great  interest  in  the  Huntingdon  County 
Fair,  we  give  herewith  a  brief  word  sketch  of  his  life. 
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Charles  S.  Whittaker,  a  member  of  a  pioneer  family  long  prominent 
in  the  county,  was  the  son  of  Thomas  S.  and  Lydia  (Steele)  Whittaker. 
He  was  born  April  28,  1867,  in  Hartslog  Valley. 

He  received  his  preparatory  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
county,  attended  Juniata  College  and  Ohio  Northern  University  of  Ada, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Whittaker  taught  school  for  nine  years  in  his  native  county, 
after  which  he  entered  the  lumber  business  in  West  Virginia.  Upon  his 
return  to  Huntingdon  County  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  con¬ 
tracting  business  with  his  brother,  Edgar  Whittaker. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Mary  Lincoln  in  1898,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming  and  had  since  been  a  prominent  farmer  in  Hartslog 
Valley. 

Mr.  Whittaker  took  an  active  interest  in  civic  aff  airs  and  was  always 
eager  to  aid  any  project  that  would  benefit  his  community.  He  was  an 
inveterate  reader  and  logical  thinker,  and  his  views  and  opinions  were 
in  constant  demand  and  of  utmost  value,  because  they  were  given  thor¬ 
ough  and  conscientious  consideration;  and  he  was  often  called  upon  to 
prepare  interpretative  essays  on  some  vital  topic  of  the  day. 

He  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Hartslog  Valiev  Electric 
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Light  Company  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  electricity  to  the  people  of 
the  valley.  He  was  also  a  leader  of  the  group  which  brought  successful 
telephone  service  to  the  valley. 

He  served  the  township  as  school  directoi  and  road  supervisor  for 
several  terms.  He  served  as  President  of  the  Huntingdon  County  Grange 
Insurance  Company,  and  was  a  Past  Master  of  the  Hartslog  Valley 
Grange  and  of  the  Huntingdon  Pomona  Grange.  Mr.  Whittaker  was  the 
first  president  of  the  Interstate  Milk  Association  in  this  county,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  capacity  until  his  death. 

It  seems,  looking  back,  that  one  can  see  plainly  the  four  cornerstones 
of  Mr.  Whittaker’s  life.  They  were  honesty,  sincerity,  willingness  to 
assume  responsibility,  and  untiring  loyalty  to  what  was  right.  His  was 
a  steady  light,  and  it  was  a  constant  guidepost  to  those  who  knew  him 
and  wished  to  follow  the  unfaltering  way  of  friend,  our  leader,  Mr. 
Charles  Steele  Whittaker.5’ 

(VIII)  16.  JOHN  CLAYTON  WHITTAKER  married  Carrie  L. 
Robb,  of  Walker  Township,  Huntingdon  County,  December,  1897. 

36.  Harold  Frederick,  born  October  11,  1899;  died  October  15, 
1938. 

37.  Helen  Robb,  born  April  24,  1902. 

38.  Anna  Dorothy,  born  November  9,  1903. 

39.  Bertha  Elizabeth  “Byrde,”  born  April  7,  1905. 

40.  Mary  Eliza,  born  June  30,  1907;  died  November  25,  1919. 

41.  John  Alexander,  born  March  14,  1909;  died  February  19,  1913. 

42.  Lydia  Margaret,  born  January  6,  1911;  died  January  27,  1911. 

43.  Agnes  Margaret,  born  May  13,  1912;  died  May  7,  1922. 

44.  Esther  Pauline,  born  October  15,  1913. 

45.  Ella  Catharine,  born  April  13,  1915. 
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Mrs.  Carrie  L.  (Robb)  Whittaker,  born  August  15,  1876;  died 
August,  1947,  was  the  daughter  of  John  Howard,  born  April  3,  1849; 
died  October  2,  1919,  and  Eliza  Jane  “Lyde”  (Campbell)  Robb,  born 
April  6,  1849;  died  November  17,  1925,  and  granddaughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Cunningham)  Robb,  of  Hartslog  Valley,  and  the  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  William  Robb,  born  1775;  died  1845,  and  Mary  (Livingston) 
Robb,  early  settlers  in  Huntingdon  County. 

John  Clayton  Whittaker  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  all  his 
life,  having  a  productive  farm  in  Walker  Township  near  McConnells- 
town,  Pa.  He  was  a  life  long  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Alexandria. 

(VIII)  17.  EDGAR  BRUCE  WHITTAKER  married  Anna  Huv- 
ette,  June  17,  1908. 

46.  Kathryn  Huyette,  born  July  10,  1910;  died  March  5,  1911. 

47.  Charles  Edgar,  born  March  29,  1912. 

48.  Donald  Frederick,  born  August  6,  1914. 

49.  Elizabeth  Anna,  born  August  5,  1916. 

50.  Robert  Bruce,  born  March  4,  1925. 

Mrs.  Anna  (Huyette)  Whittaker,  born  April  11,  1884,  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Winfield  Scott  and  Laura  (Neff)  Huyette  of  “Stone  Hair’  in 
Porter  Township. 

Mr.  Whittaker  was  a  contractor  and  lumberman.  His  family  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Huntingdon. 

(VIII)  18.  CLARENCE  HERBERT  WHITTAKER  married  Bessie 
Campbell  Lincoln,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  February,  1909. 

51.  Mary  Lena,  born  September  11,  1909. 

52.  Herbert  Campbell,  born  April  25,  1911;  died  April  23,  1941. 

53.  Martha  Lincoln,  born  July  17,  1912. 

54.  James  Alexander,  born  December  24,  1913;  died  February  19, 
1919. 

55.  Margaretta  Given,  born  March  26,  1924. 

56.  Richard  Clarence,  born  August  27,  1927. 

Mrs.  Bessie  (Lincoln)  Whittaker,  born  December  15,  1884;  died 
May  18,  1961,  the  daughter  of  Robert  Given  and  Martha  (Campbell) 
Lincoln,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  Mrs.  Whittaker  attended  Juniata  College 
and  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  county  and  in  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Huntingdon. 

Clarence  Herbert  Whittaker,  one  of  Huntingdon’s  prominent  law¬ 
yers,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  attended  Juniata  College. 
Graduating  from  the  Sprague  School  of  Law,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Huntingdon  County  Bar  on  February  7,  1898.  For  four  years  he  served 
as  county  solicitor  and  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  Smithfield  Town¬ 
ship  School  Board.  He  was  an  officer  of  the  Huntingdon  Presbyterian 
Church,  having  been  president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  During  the 
Spanish-American  War,  Mr.  Whittaker  enlisted  in  Company  A,  5th 


60 


Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  throughout  the  war.  Later 
he  acted  as  commander  of  the  John  G.  Dunkle  camp,  United  Spanish 
War  Veterans.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Hun¬ 
tingdon  borough  council  and  solicitor  for  the  Grange  Trust  Company. 

(VIII)  19.  MARY  GRACE  WHITTAKER  married  David  Ram¬ 
sey,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

57.  Lydia  Louise,  born  December  8.  1912. 

(IX)  21.  ROBERT  LINCOLN  WHITTAKER  married  Helen 
Rudolph,  of  Springfield,  Pa.,  September  2,  1930. 

58.  Robert  Lincoln,  Jr.,  born  June  16,  1934;  died  September  4, 
1948,  in  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Presbyterian  Cemetery,  Alexandria,  Pa. 

59.  David  Newlin,  born  February  28.  1939. 

60.  Richard  Pawling,  born  June  12,  1940. 

61.  Susan  Huvette,  born  October  25,  1945. 

Mrs.  Helen  (Rudolph)  Whittaker,  a  graduate  of  a  Philadelphia 
Teachers  College,  was  born  November  12,  1907,  the  daughter  of  George 
Cooper  Rudolph,  born  1875;  died  June,  1947,  and  Adele  (Guthrie) 
Rudolph,  born  June  16,  1877,  of  Springfield,  Delaware  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Robert  Lincoln  Whittaker  attended  the  public  schools  of  Altoona. 
After  his  graduation  from  the  Altoona  High  School  in  1925,  he  entered 
the  Wharton  School,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  graduating  with  the 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  1929.  In  the  same  year  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Halsey,  Stuart  Company,  Philadelphia  Office,  and  after 
three  years  in  that  connection  joined  the  firm  of  Hornblower  and  Weeks, 
investment  bankers.  In  1934,  he  organized  his  own  firm,  subsequently 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia  and  the  Baltimore  Stock  Ex¬ 
changes  in  1938. 

Mr.  Whittaker  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Philadelphia  Chapter,  the  University  Club  of  Philadelphia,  the  LTnion 
League,  the  Masonic  bodies,  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Quaker  City 
Farmers,  a  group  organized  in  1941.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  Brandywine 
Presbyterian  Church,  being  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  His 
family  live  on  their  country  estate,  “White  Acres,”  situated  a  few  miles 
north  of  Downingtown,  Pa. 

O  j 

(IX)  23.  ALTON  BECKLEY  WHITTAKER  married  Marjorie 
Virginia  Reese,  June  19,  1935. 

62.  Alton  Reese,  born  March  4,  1938. 

63.  Patricia  Lincoln,  born  August  25,  1940. 

64.  William  Alexander,  II,  born  January  9,  1944. 

Mrs.  Marjorie  V.  (Reese)  Whittaker,  born  April  8,  1915,  is  the 
daughter  of  Charles  Judson  Reese  and  Anna  (Denisar)  Reese,  of  Juniata, 
Altoona,  Pa.  Mrs.  Whittaker  is  a  graduate  nurse  of  the  Altoona  Hospital, 
Class  of  1937. 
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Alton  Beckley  Whittaker  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Altoona,  graduating  from  the  Altoona  High  School  in  the  class  of  1929. 
He  attended  Gettysburg  Academy  and  Western  Maryland  College,  West¬ 
minster,  Maryland.  For  several  years  he  managed  the  hardware  store  in 
Altoona  of  his  father,  then  selling  the  business  in  1938,  located  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  where  he  became  associated  with  the  Atlantic  Refining  Company. 
After  five  years  with  this  company  he  was  transferred  to  the  Keystone 
Pipe  Line  Company,  a  subsidiary,  and  made  his  home  in  Altoona.  In 
1952  he  was  advanced  to  a  supervisory  position  in  the  company  with 
headquarters  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  bodies. 

(IX)  24.  ALICE  LOUISE  WHITTAKER  married  Donald  Ridgely 
MacLaren,  June  19,  1948. 

65.  Donald  Ridgely,  Jr.,  born  January  7,  1949. 

66.  Sara  Jane,  born  July  10,  1950. 

67.  Judith  Ann,  born  July  10,  1950. 

68.  Scott  Huyette,  born  June  6,  1952. 

Mrs.  Alice  Louise  (Whittaker)  MacLaren  was  graduated  from  the 
Altoona  H  i«h  School  with  the  class  of  1933  and  from  the  West  Chester 
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State  Teachers  College  with  the  degree,  Bachelor  of  Education.  She 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  years  in  Alexandria,  Pa.,  and  then  in  the 
Brumall  schools,  Delaware  County,  and  at  present  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Havertown  community. 

Donald  Ridgely  MacLaren,  born  January  3,  1915,  is  the  son  of 
Robert  B.  and  Mary  (Ridgely)  MacLaren,  of  Philadelphia.  He  attended 
Swarthmore  College  and  saw  service  in  World  War  II  as  a  1st  Lieuten¬ 
ant  in  the  Air  Force,  stationed  in  England.  At  present  he  is  associated 
with  his  brothers,  Robert  and  Stewart,  in  the  MacLaren  Oil  Company. 

(IX)  26.  FRANCES  CAROLINE  WHITTAKER  married  Earl 
Horton,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  in  1952. 

(IX)  27.  ALICE  LORRAINE  WHITTAKER  married  Robert 
Bell,  August  18,  1944. 

Robert  Bell,  born  August  13,  1914,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  M.  Bell  of  “Eden  Hill,”  Spruce  Creek,  Huntingdon  County. 
The  family,  who  are  members  of  the  Lower  Spruce  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church,  live  on  the  home  farm,  a  dairy  farm  comprising  more  than  two 
hundred  acres. 

(IX)  28.  HELEN  LOUISE  WHITTAKER  married  Delbert  A. 
Pryor,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  November  25,  1933. 

69.  Philip  Alan,  born  August  12,  1936. 

70.  Ralph  Rohrer  Whittaker,  born  March  22,  1939. 

71.  Helen  Olynda,  born  December  15,  1941,  at  Pearl  Harbor, 
Hawaii. 

Mrs.  Helen  (Whittaker)  Pryor,  after  graduating  from  the  Williams¬ 
burg  High  School  attended  Fairfax  Hall,  Waynesburg,  Virginia,  the 
Ward  Belmont  Junior  College,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  completed  a 
secretarial  course  at  the  Katherine  Gibbs  School  in  New  York  City. 
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Colonel  Pryor  is  a  graduate  of  the  West  Point  Military  Academy, 
Class  of  1932,  and  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Pryor,  of  Lemoyne,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

(IX)  29.  RALPH  ROHRER  WHITTAKER,  JR.,  married  Janet 
Budde,  June,  1941. 

72.  Ralph  Rohrer,  III,  born  March  19,  1942. 

73.  John  Budde,  born  May  24,  1944. 

74.  Gerald  Scott,  born  October  5,  1947. 

75.  Wendy  Huyette,  born  May  13,  1952. 

Ralph  Rohrer  Whittaker,  Jr.,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Mercersburg 
Academy  and  of  Princeton  University,  Class  of  1936.  While  at  Princeton 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Triangle  and  Cottage  Club.  Upon  graduating 
he  became  associated  with  the  Street  and  Smith  publishing  house  of  New 
York  City  and  subsequently  became  executive  vice  president  of  the  corp¬ 
oration.  In  1960  he  became  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Army  Times  with 
headquarters  in  Washington,  D.  C.  During  World  War  II  he  served 
with  the  United  States  Army  in  Japan. 

Mrs.  Janet  (Budde)  Whittaker,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
P.  Budde,  of  Garden  City,  Long  Island,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Cherry 
Valley  High  School  and  was  a  member  of  the  Junior  Auxiliary  and  the 
Junior  League  of  Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York. 

(IX)  32.  WALTER  HOWARD  WHITTAKER  married  Helen 
Kraemer,  of  Saxton,  Pa.,  August  10,  1938. 

76.  Barbara  Jane,  born  March  13,  1945. 

77.  Susan  Marie,  born  February  5,  1948. 

Mrs.  Helen  (Kraemer)  Whittaker  was  born  April  29,  1912. 

Walter  Howard  Whittaker  maintains  the  home  farm,  established  by 
his  father  in  Hartslog  Valley.  His  familv  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Huntingdon. 

(IX)  34.  EDITH  MARIE  WHITTAKER  married  Robert  Ferron 
Dickson,  the  son  of  fames  and  Lillian  Dickson,  of  Huntingdon,  January 
15,  1949. 

(IX)  35.  JOHN  GIVEN  WHITTAKER  married  Jean  Lorenz,  the 
daughter  of  Harry  and  Margaret  (Beaver)  Lorenz,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
March  11,  1944. 

78.  Mary  Katherine,  April  17,  1949. 

79.  Diane  Elizabeth,  born  January  16,  1952. 

80.  Joel  Steele,  born  May  19,  1955. 

81.  Mark  Lorenz,  born  September  30,  1960. 

John  Given  Whittaker  attended  Juniata  College.  During  World 
War  II,  he  served  as  a  1st  Lieutenant  in  the  infantry,  seeing  action  in 
the  European  theater  of  operations.  After  the  war  he  was  engaged  for  a 
time  in  the  contracting  business  in  Huntingdon,  then  re-enlisted,  subse¬ 
quently  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  regular  army. 
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(IX)  37.  HELEN  ROBB  WHITTAKER  married  Charles  Leroy 
Shaff  er,  of  McConnellstown,  Pa. 

82.  Charles  Leroy,  Jr.,  born  September  11,  1925. 

83.  Gene  Kenneth,  born  June  25,  1927. 

84.  Margaret  Louise,  born  December  18,  1928. 

85.  Fred  Whittaker,  born  August  9,  1932. 

86.  Helen  Pauline,  born  November  30,  1933. 

Charles  Leroy  Shaffer,  born  July  5,  1901;  died  May  13,  1957,  the 
son  of  Abram  and  Adda  (Wakefield)  Shaffer. 

(IX)  38.  ANNA  DOROTHY  WHITTAKER  married  Harry  Allen 
Shaffer,  of  McConnellstown,  Pa. 

87.  John  Allen,  born  March  11,  1926. 

88.  Ronald  Lee,  born  July  18,  1935. 

89.  Robert  Harry,  born  January  4,  1940. 

Harry  Allen  Shaffer,  born  July  4,  1905,  is  the  son  of  Abram  and 
Adda  (Wakefield)  Shaffer,  of  McConnellstown,  Pa. 

(IX)  39.  BERTHA  “BYRDE”  ELIZABETH  WHITTAKER  mar¬ 
ried  Ralph  Ellwood  Grove,  of  Hesston,  Pa.,  December  15,  1928. 

90.  Kathleen  Joyce,  born  September  5,  1930. 

91.  Elizabeth  Joanne,  born  December  13,  1934. 

Ralph  Ellwood  Grove,  born  March  26,  1905,  is  the  son  of  Elmer 
Donelson  and  Mary  Blanche  (Lininger)  Grove,  of  Hesston,  Pa. 

(IX)  44.  ESTHER  PAULINE  WHITTAKER  married  Chester 
Wright  Wakefield. 

92.  Barbara  Ann,  born  December  16,  1935. 

93.  Richard  Glenn,  born  Februarv  7,  1952. 

Chester  Wright  Wakefield,  born  September  16,  1911,  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (McMullen)  Wakefield,  of  Germany  Valley, 
Huntingdon  Countv. 

(IX)  45.  ELLA  CATHARINE  WHITTAKER  married  James 
Albert  Hall,  March  24,  1937. 

94.  Blair  Nelson,  born  October  4,  1937. 

James  Albert  Hall,  born  March  7,  1917,  is  the  son  of  Carl  Blair  and 
Clara  (Runk)  Hall,  of  Woodcock  Valley,  Huntingdon  County. 

(IX)  47.  CHARLES  EDGAR  WHITTAKER  married  Louise 
Strutzel,  born  August  8,  1910,  the  daughter  of  Louis  and  Elizabeth  Anna 
Strutzel,  who  had  emigrated  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Huntingdon, 
Pa. 

95.  Judith  Elizabeth,  born  December  28,  1942. 

96.  Patricia  Ann,  born  July  29,  1945. 

Charles  E.  Whittaker  and  family  live  at  “Maple  Lawn'’  in  Hartslog 
Valley,  a  home  that  had  been  built  in  1862  by  his  great-grandfather, 
Andrew  Neff.  Mr.  Whittaker  is  engaged  in  the  construction  business. 
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(IX)  48.  DONALD  FREDERICK  WHITTAKER  married  Dor¬ 
othy  Endres,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Endres,  of  Huntingdon, 
Pa.  Mrs.  Whittaker  received  a  degree  in  music  from  Juniata  College  and 
at  present  is  engaged  as  music  supervisor  in  the  Huntingdon  public 
schools. 

97.  Margaret  Anna,  born  October  15,  1939. 

98.  Thomas  Richard,  born  December,  1943. 

Donald  F.  Whittaker  and  family  reside  in  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  where 
he  is  associated  with  the  E.  B.  Endres  Construction  Company. 

(IX)  49.  ELIZABETH  ANNA  WHITTAKER  married  Irving 
Coblentz,  Ph.D.,  July  1,  1944.  Dr.  Coblentz  is  a  consulting  psychologist 
in  the  Veterans’  Administration  in  Pittsburgh.  Mrs.  Coblentz  holds  a 
Master’s  degree  in  psychology  from  the  Pennsylvania  State  University, 
University  Park,  Pa. 

99.  Jeanette,  born  July  20,  1949. 

100.  Robert  Huyette,  born  October  5,  1953. 

(IX)  51.  MARY  LENA  WHITTAKER  married  Nevin  Knode, 
of  Hartslog  Valley,  July  27,  1932. 

101.  Allen  Lincoln,  born  September  18,  1937. 

102.  Mary  Jane,  born  June  5,  1945;  died  June  8,  1945. 

103.  John  Nevin,  born  July  13,  1946. 

Nevin  Knode,  born  September  6.  1911,  is  the  son  of  Allen  and  Pearl 
(Kyper)  Knode,  of  Porter  Township,  Huntingdon  County. 

(IX)  52.  HERBERT  CAMPBELL  WHITTAKER  married  Janet 
Dunlap,  of  Mount  Union,  Pa.,  August  26,  1938. 

(IX)  53.  MARTHA  LINCOLN  WHITTAKER  married  Charles 
Henry  Moriarty,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  December  23,  1939. 

104.  Charles  Thomas,  born  March  10,  1941. 

105.  Carole  Lynn,  bom  July  6,  1943. 

106.  Jeanne  Whittaker,  born  March  29,  1945. 

107.  James  Wesley,  born  January  6,  1947. 

108.  Kathleen  Steele,  born  January  8,  1951  ;  died  January  10,  1951. 

109.  Rita,  born  September  i9,  1952. 

110.  Ann  Lincoln,  born  January  27,  1956. 

Charles  Henry  Moriarty,  born  February  25,  1906,  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  Francis  Moriarty. 

(IX)  55.  MARGARETTA  GIVEN  WHITTAKER  married 
Thomas  Alton  Smith,  June  2,  1945. 

111.  Mary  Ellen,  born  July  3,  1948.  -*t 

112.  Jane  Oburn,  born  Februarv  25,  1951. 

113.  Robert  Alton,  born  January  8,  1956. 

114.  David  Garfield,  born  December  11,  1961. 

Thomas  Alton  Smith  is  the  son  of  James  Garfield  and  Bertha 
(Oburn)  Smith,  of  McAlevy’s  Fort,  Stone  Valley,  Huntingdon  County. 
He  is  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming,  cultivating  the  land  that  had 
been  purchased  by  his  grandfather  in  1830. 
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(IX)  56.  RICHARD  CLARENCE  WHITTAKER  married  Car- 
mon  Beatty,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Beatty,  of  Huntingdon, 
Pa.,  January,  1952.  They  were  divorced. 

(IX)  56.  RICHARD  CLARENCE  WHITTAKER  married  (sec¬ 
ond)  Teruko  “Terry”  Fukuno,  of  Japan. 

115.  Dean,  born  1956. 

116.  Kim,  born  1959. 

(X)  59.  DAVID  NEWLIN  WHITTAKER  married  Harriet  Ash, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Ash,  Jr.,  of  Downington,  Pa., 
November  11,  1961. 

David  N.  Whittaker,  a  graduate  of  the  Wharton  School,  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  Class  of  1961,  is  associated  with  Paine,  Webber,  Jackson, 
and  Curtis,  investment  bankers,  Philadelphia. 

(X)  62.  ALTON  REESE  WHITTAKER  married  Sandra  Lou 
Hislop,  the  daughter  of  Robert  K.  and  Mrs.  Louise  (Williams)  Hislop, 
of  Dallas,  Pa.,  December  27,  1958. 

117.  Douglas  Alton,  born  September  26,  1960. 

(X)  69.  PHILIP  ALAN  PRYOR  married  Sally  Eryman,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Eryman  of  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina,  June, 
1960. 

(X)  83.  GENE  KENNETH  SHAFFER  married  Constance  Phillips, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  C.  Phillips,  of  Alexandria,  Pa., 
August  27,  1950. 


PART  4 

Daniel  Shockey  Whittaker 

(VI)  E.  DANIEL  SHOCKEY  WHITTAKER  married  Elizabeth 
. ,  born  in  1800. 

1.  Elizabeth  A.,  bora  in  1827. 

In  1844  Daniel  S.  Whittaker  inherited  from  his  father,  John  Whit¬ 
taker,  Sr.,  the  “Blue  Spring  Farm,”  purchased  in  1809  and  part  of  the 
Whittaker  lands  along  the  Frankstown  branch  of  the  Juniata  River  near 
Alexandria,  Pa.,  and  adjacent  to  the  Col.  John  Canan  tracts.  John  Whit¬ 
taker,  Sr.,  who  had  established  one  of  the  first  industries  in  Porter  Town¬ 
ship,  the  distilleries  at  the  site  of  the  spring,  built  and  lived  for  a  time  in 
a  log  constructed,  weather-boarded,  farmhouse  of  ample  proportions. 
About  1930  this  old,  ell-shaped  dwelling,  when  in  the  possession  of  a 
Brenneman  family,  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

Daniel  S.  Whittaker,  characteristic  of  many  people  from  Huntingdon 
County,  and  one  can  say  of  the  eastern  seaboard  in  general,  during  the 
1850's  and  60’s,  decided  to  migrate  to  the  West.  On  April  13,  1863,  he 
sold  the  farm,  consisting  then  of  253  acres,  to  a  Henry  G.  Neff,  and  short¬ 
ly  afterwards  removed  with  his  family  to  Gentry  County,  Missouri. 

The  “Blue  Spring  Farm”  is  now  owned  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  Huyette 
Neff  and  retains  much  of  its  original  charm  in  the  picturesqueness  of  its 
setting  along  the  banks  of  the  flowing  river,  against  a  backdrop  of  tree- 
crowned  ridges. 
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PART  5 


The  Descendants  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  Ventalan  (Whittaker)  Fockler, 

of  Saxton,  Pennsylvania 

(VI)  (F)  CATHARINE  VENTALAN  WHITTAKER  married 
Jacob  Fockler,  February  8,  1825. 

1.  Edmund  Augustus,  born  January  21,  1826;  died  September  19, 
1894. 

2.  George  Custis,  born  August  6,  1827;  died  July  5,  1833. 

3.  Elizabeth  Catharine,  born  November  30,  1829  ;  died  July  13,  1833. 

4.  Margaret  Whittaker,  born  January  12,  1832;  died  February  22, 
1841. 

5.  John  Whittaker,  born  October  9,  1833;  died  September  4,  1842. 

6.  Theodore  Peebles,  born  September  13,  1836;  died  1911. 

7.  Jacob  Leander,  born  August  17,  1838;  died  December  18,  1886. 

8.  Catharine  Ventalan,  born  September  12,  1840;  died  November 
19,  1871. 

9.  Richard  Baxter,  born  February  10,  1842:  died  September  8,  1843. 

10.  Mirian  Ann,  born  March  4,  1845;  died  October  17,  1931. 

Jacob  Fockler,  born  February  17,  1797;  died  September  5,  1861, 
was  the  son  of  George  Fockler,  of  Huntingdon.  This  family  removed  to 
the  Saxton  area  in  1854  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  town. 
The  older  members  are  buried  in  the  Fockler  cemetery  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  borough. 

According  to  the  tax  list  of  1782  George  Fockler  was  then  living  in 
Huntingdon  as  a  single  freeman.  In  the  1790’s  his  occupations  are  given 
as  brewer,  coppersmith,  and  tinner;  he  lived  on  the  north  side  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  Street,  owning  lots  Nos.  513  and  515.  His  children  were  Jacob, 
who  married  Cartharine  V.  Whittaker  ;  Henry,  who  removed  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa;  John,  who  died  in  one  of  the  western  states;  Adam,  who  died  in 
Johnstown  ;  and  Benjamin,  who  died  in  Huntingdon.  A  daughter  married 
James  Saxton,  the  ancestor  of  Mrs.  McKinley,  wife  of  William  McKinley, 
President  of  the  United  States. 

(VII)  1.  EDMUND  AUGUSTUS  FOCKLER  married  Rachel 
McClenahen,  born  November  16,  1832;  died  May  6,  1862. 

11.  George  McClenahen,  born  October  31,  1859;  died  September, 
1924. 

12.  Kate  Lawrence,  born  April  21,  1857;  died  July  3,  1938. 

Miss  Fockler,  known  as  “Laura,”  was  reared  by  her  aunt,  Mirian 
Ann  (Fockler)  Stolen 
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(VII)  1.  EDMUND  AUGUSTUS  FOCKLER  married  (second) 
Kate  M.  Syling. 

13.  Edmund  Ralph,  born  July  13,  1869;  died  January  18,  1930. 

14.  Jacob  Walter,  born  April  7,  1871;  died  November  12,  1871. 

15.  Mirian  Ventalan,  born  September  8,  1873. 

16.  Calvin  Herbert,  born  May  10,  1875;  died  September,  1927. 

17.  Dora  Margaret,  born  June  4,  1878;  died  May  8,  1879. 

The  children  of  Edmund  A.  Fodder  were  all  born  in  Saxton,  Pa. 

(VII)  6.  THEODORE  PEEBLES  FOCKLER  married  Keturah 
Peightal. 

(VII)  7.  JACOB  LEANDER  FOCKLER  married  Mary  Elizabeth 
Harris,  January  25,  1869,  born  November  24,  1844;  died  November  18, 
1908,  a  sister  of  Mark  Harris,  of  Alexandria,  Pa. 

18.  William,  born  January  25,  1870;  died  February  28,  1872. 

19.  Ida  M.,  born  February  14,  1873;  died  July  24,  1950. 

20.  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  March  4,  1877;  died  December  18,  1948. 

Jacob  Leander  Fockler  was  a  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Hunting¬ 
don  and  Broad  Top  Railroad  and  lived  at  Saxton,  Pa. 

(VII)  10.  MIRIAN  ANN  FOCKLER  married  Frank  D.  Stoler, 
October  27,  1881. 

(VIII)  11.  GEORGE  McLENAHEN  FAULKNER,  M.D.,  married 
Nena  May  Parkhurst,  born  September  18,  1870,  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  S.  Parkhurst  and  Harriet  (Shoudy)  Parkhurst. 

21.  Clair  Whittaker,  born  March  13,  1891;  died  September,  1939. 

22.  Mary,  born  May  21,  1893. 

23.  John  H.  (  Jack) ,  born  April  11,  1897. 

24.  Louis  G.,  born  November  12,  1904. 

This  family  removed  to  Seattle,  Washington. 

(VIII)  13.  EDMUND  RALPH  FOCKLER,  of  Saxton,  Pa.,  was 
married  by  the  Rev.  John  W.  White  to  Irene  Brown  McClenahen,  Decem¬ 
ber  23,  1896. 

25.  Edmund  Ray,  born  April  27,  1898. 

26.  Theodore  Charles,  born  March  5,  1900. 

Mrs.  Irene  (McClenahen)  Fockler,  born  in  Milroy,  Pa.,  September 
22,  1869,  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  B.  and  Martha  Irene  (Auner) 
McClenahen,  born  in  Mifflintown,  December  19,  1838. 

(VIII)  15.  MIRIAN  VENTALAN  FOCKLER  married  a  Mr. 
Clifton  and  lived  in  Ontario,  California. 
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(VIII)  16.  CALVIN  HERBERT  FOCKLER  married  Ethel  Gates, 
of  Hopewell,  Pa. 

27.  Frederick. 

28.  Eli. 

29.  Robert. 

(VIII)  19.  IDA  M.  FOCKLER  married  W.  E.  Breneman,  M.D.,  of 
Saxton,  Pa.,  October  25,  1898. 

30.  Harold  Bussey,  born  November  16,  1899. 

31.  Edgar  Lee,  born  May  2,  1903. 

32.  Anne  Marv,  born  May  2,  1907. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Breneman  was  born  February  28,  1873,  and  died  March 
14,  1908. 

(VIII)  20.  MARY  ELIZABETH  FOCKLER  married  Cloyd  E. 
Sweet,  March  7,  1905. 

33.  Donald,  born  April  19,  1906. 

34.  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  April  6,  1907. 

35.  Mirian,  born  October  6,  1908. 

36.  Marian,  born  October  6,  1908. 

Mr.  Cloyd  E.  Sweet  died  August  21,  1948. 

(IX)  22.  MARY  FAULKNER  married  a  Mr.  Soares,  of  San  Jose. 
California. 

Mr.  Soares  is  the  proprietor  of  a  men's  clothing  store  in  that  city. 

(IX)  23.  JOHN  H.  (JACK)  FAULKNER  married  . 

37.  Jon  Gari,  born  November  16,  1921. 

38.  Richard  Wellington,  born  April  10,  1928. 

Mr.  Faulkner  is  a  member  of  the  Langdon-Faulkner  Construction 
Co.,  ol  Seattle,  Washington. 

(IX)  25.  EDMUND  RAY  FOCKLER  married  Alice  May  Bigalk, 
of  Kalispell,  Montana,  December  24,  1921. 

39.  Edmund  Ray,  Jr.,  born  October  21,  1923. 

40.  John  Ralph,  born  in  Hilo,  Hawaii,  April  17,  1929. 

41.  Nancy  Carol,  born  in  Hilo,  Hawaii,  July  6,  1931. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Fockler  was  a  supervisory  principal  in  the  Hilo  Public 
Schools. 

(IX)  26.  THEODORE  CHARLES  FOCKLER  married  Rachel 
White  Crouse,  October  28,  1931,  and  lives  in  Wilkinsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

(IX)  34.  MARY  ELIZABETH  SWEET  married  a  Mr.  Bean. 

42.  Betty. 

(IX)  35.  MIRIAN  SWEET  married  a  Mr.  Peel. 

43.  Sydney. 

(IX)  36.  MARIAN  SWEET  married  a  Mr.  Hoff. 
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PART  6 


The  Family  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Whittaker)  Colestock 

(VI)  (G)  ELIZABETH  WHITTAKER  was  married  to  John  Cole- 
stock  by  the  Rev.  John  Peebles  of  the  Huntingdon  Presbyterian  Church, 
January  10,  1828. 

1.  David. 

2.  Elbert. 

3.  Mary  C. 

4.  Sarah  H. 

5.  Flora  A. 

6.  Martha  C. 

7.  Kate  E. 

8.  Maria  C. 

John  Colestock,  a  carpenter  and  contractor,  was  the  son  of  Christian 
Colestock,  who  died  February  19,  1828,  and  Catharine  Colestock,  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  Pa.  His  father,  who  was  one  of  the  early  shoemakers  in  the  town, 
lived  at  312  on  the  south  side  of  Allegheny  Street. 

(VII)  1.  DAVID  COLESTOCK  married  Catharine  A . 

and  resided  at  Gardner,  Grundy  County,  Illinois. 

(VII)  2.  ELBERT  COLESTOCK  married  Debora  E . 

John. 

Minnie. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Debora  E.  Colestock  married 
William  Carey,  of  Morris,  Grundy  County,  Illinois. 

(VII)  3.  MARY  C.  COLESTOCK  married  a  Mr.  Miller  and  re¬ 
sided  in  Boswell,  Benton  County,  Indiana. 

(VII)  4.  SARAH  H.  COLESTOCK  married  Perry  Carpenter  and 
resided  at  Buckingham,  Kankakee  County,  Illinois. 

(VII)  5.  FLORA  A.  COLESTOCK  married  Joel  K.  Dodson,  of 
Kensington,  Cook  County,  Illinois. 

(VII)  6.  MARTHA  C.  COLESTOCK  married  George  W.  Stover, 
of  Kenesaw,  Adams  County,  Nebraska. 

(VII)  7.  KATE  E.  COLESTOCK  married  David  Ackerman,  of 
Sulphur  Bluff,  Hopkins  County,  Texas. 

(VII)  8.  MARIA  C.  COLESTOCK  married  Henry  P.  Decker,  of 
Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania. 
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Part  7 

The  Descendants  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Whittaker)  Graffius 

(VI)  (H)  MARY  ANN  WHITTAKER  was  married  to  John  Graf¬ 
fius  by  the  Rev.  John  Peebles  of  the  Huntingdon  Presbyterian  Church, 
November  15,  1827. 

1.  Adolph  Martin,  died  in  Tyrone,  Pa.,  1890. 

2.  Edmund  Whittaker,  born  January  24,  1831;  died  June  27,  1901. 

3.  Thomas  Weston,  born  August  27,  1833  ;  died  1914. 

4.  Annie. 

John  Graffius,  born  May  19,  1801;  died  March  22,  1864,  was  the  son 
of  Martin,  born  November  10,  1767;  died  October  9,  1846,  and  Eve 
(Weller)  Graffius,  of  Huntingdon,  and  the  grandson  of  Martin  Nicholas 
Graffius,  born  May  2,  1722;  died  May  20,  1790.  The  Graffius  family  of 
German  extraction,  settled  in  Huntingdon  County  about  1770  on  a  tract 
of  land  at  the  confluence  of  the  Frankstown  Branch  and  the  Little  Juni¬ 
ata  River  near  Petersburg. 

John  Graffius  followed  the  trade  of  a  tinner  in  Birmingham,  Pa., 
and  for  a  time  was  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  He  and  his  wife 
are  interred  in  the  Methodist  Church  Cemetery  of  that  village. 

(VII)  1.  ADOLPH  MARTIN  GRAFFIUS  married  Catharine 
Miles,  of  Milesburg,  Pa. 

5.  Harry. 

6.  John. 

(VII)  2.  EDMUND  WHITTAKER  GRAFFIUS  married  Annie 
Elizabeth  Seeds,  of  Eden  Hill,  1858. 

7.  Mary  Martha,  born  July  12,  1860;  died  August  14,  1934. 

8.  Alice  May. 

9.  J.  Edgar,  born  February  11,  1865;  died  April  25,  1866. 

10.  Clara. 

Mrs.  Annie  (Seeds)  Graffius,  born  November  10,  1840;  died  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1905,  was  the  daughter  of  Hugh,  born  1799;  died  1872,  a  native  of 
County  Down,  Ireland,  and  Martha  Seeds,  born  1801;  died  1868. 

Edmund  W.  Graffius  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  general  mer¬ 
chandising  in  Spruce  Creek,  Huntingdon  County,  with  his  brother 
Thomas  W.  Graffius,  and  later  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Tyrone.  An  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  he  donated  a 
plot  of  ground  in  1875  at  Spruce  Creek,  on  which  to  build  a  church, 
erected  in  that  year,  a  white  frame  structure,  measuring  35  x  45  feet,  and 
still  in  use  by  the  congregation.  During  the  flood  of  1936  it  suffered 
damage,  but  stood  firm  against  the  rush  of  the  waters. 

(VII)  3.  THOMAS  WESTON  GRAFFIUS  married  Jane  Elizabeth 
Stephens,  born  November  7,  1836;  died  December  30,  1891. 

11.  William  Edwin,  born  January  5,  1857;  died  May  1,  1932. 

12.  John,  born  July  18,  1858;  died  February,  1936. 

13.  Irene,  born  January  22,  1861;  died  1919. 

14.  Adah  Laurens,  born  November  12,  1866. 

15.  Esther  Elder,  born  September  27,  1876. 
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Thomas  Weston  Graffius  in  partnership  with  his  brother  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Spruce  Greek  and  later  in  Tyrone. 
He  retired  to  live  in  Scottdale,  Pa. 

(VII)  4.  ANNIE  GRAFFIUS  married  a  Doctor  Martin. 

16.  Bessie. 

17.  Gertrude. 

(VII)  4.  ANNIE  GRAFFIUS  married  (second)  a  Mr.  Beyer  and 
lived  in  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

(VIII)  7.  MARY  MARTHA  GRAFFIUS  married  John  E.  Ste¬ 
wart,  of  Tyrone,  Pa.,  born  August  3,  1858;  died  July  25,  1919. 

18.  Edgar  Graffius,  born  July  10,  1882;  died  July  26,  1884. 

19.  Clara,  born  September  15,  1891;  died  April  1,  1918. 

20.  Virginia,  born  January  21,  1899;  died  January  7,  1919. 

(VIII)  8.  ALICE  MAY  GRAFFIUS  married  Alfred  Goodman,  of 
Peoria,  Illinois. 

(VIII)  11.  WILLIAM  EDWIN  GRAFFIUS  married  Rosetta  Ruff- 
head,  June  23,  1880,  who  was  born  July  30,  1858;  died  1948,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  and  Rosetta  (Crane)  Ruffhead. 

21.  Emma,  born  June  1,  1881. 

22.  Thomas  Weston,  II,  born  July  19,  1883;  died  March  26,  1934. 

23.  Thaddeus  Stephens,  born  October  3,  1884. 

24.  Ruth  Elizabeth,  born  January  29,  1889. 

25.  Lillian  Crane,  born  October  13,  1894. 

26.  William  Edwin,  Jr.,  born  April  30,  1897;  died  September  21, 
1929. 

(VIII)  12.  JOHN  GRAFFIUS  married  Elizabeth  Mills,  who  died 
in  1890.  This  family  resided  in  Scottdale,  Pa. 

27.  Laurens., 

28.  Charles. 

29.  Russell  Conwell. 

30.  Laura. 

(VIII)  13.  IRENE  GRAFFIUS  married  Harry  Hannawalt,  Feb¬ 
ruary  27,  1892,  and  lived  in  Scottdale,  Pa. 

31.  Mary  Louise. 

(IX)  18.  EMMA  GRAFFIUS  married  James  Dunlap,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa. 

32.  Ruth  Elizabeth,  born  February  28,  1910. 

(IX)  24.  RUTH  ELIZABETH  GRAFFIUS  married  William 
Henry  Stevens,  of  Tipton,  Pa. 

33.  William  Harvey,  born  May  11,  1910. 

34.  Adah  Rosemary,  born  June  5,  1924. 

(IX)  25.  LILLIAN  CRANE  GRAFFIUS  married  on  April  24, 
1931,  Paul  Boyle  Hooper,  born  in  1896. 

(IX)  26.  WILLIAM  EDWIN  GRAFFIUS,  JR.,  married  Nora  Mil¬ 
ler,  of  Tyrone,  Pa. 

35.  William  Edwin,  III,  born  June  16,  1925. 
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Included  in  the  appendix  are  three  wills,  which,  it  is  interesting  to 
note,  are  characteristic  of  the  three  nationalites  that  they  represent,  i.e., 
the  German,  the  Scotch-Irish,  and  the  English  —  ethnic  groups  that 
were  basic  ones  in  the  founding  of  colonial  Pennsylvania.  The  wills  show 
the  attitude  these  individuals  had  toward  their  wives  and  families. 

The  first  will,  written  in  1807,  is  that  of  George  Philip  Shawkin 
(Shockey)  of  German  descent.  He  bequeathed  his  house  and  lot  to  his 
wife,  but  restricted  the  stove  and  the  house  (grandfather’s)  clock  to 
her  use  only  for  her  lifetime.  Later  with  a  change  of  heart  he,  in  a  codicil, 
gives  these  articles  to  her  outright.  However,  his  original  wish  indicated  a 
desire  to  have  a  controlling  influence  in  minor  matters  even  after  death. 

The  second  will,  written  in  1814,  is  that  of  the  Scotch-Irishman, 
John  Alexander.  He  more  generously  gives  his  entire*  property  to  his 
wife  and  suggests  that  his  young  children  be  taught  a  trade,  but  not  to 
compel  them  to  do  so  if  learning  a  trade  were  contrary  to  their  inclina¬ 
tion. 

The  third  will  is  that  of  John  Whittaker,  Sr.,  of  English  blood.  His 
will,  written  in  1842,  is  careful  to  observe  the  rights  of  seniority,  favoring 
the  male  members  of  the  family.  Nevertheless,  he  makes  a  special  point 
to  remember  a  maiden  daughter  and  does  equate  the  bequests  to  his  sons 
by  giving  the  notes  and  bonds  to  his  married  daughters. 

The  Will  of  George  Philip  Shockin  (Shockey)  of  Middletown,  Dau¬ 
phin  County,  Pennsylvania.  (Born  Dec.  1  1,  1735;  died  Oct.  18,  1807) 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen,  I,  George  Philip  Shockin  of  the  town  of 
Middletown  in  the  County  of  Dauphin  and  the  commonwealth  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  yeoman,  being  weak  and  infirm  in  body  but  of  sound  mind  and 
memory  and  understanding,  blessed  be  to  God  for  his  mercies,  do  make 
this  my  last  will  and  testament.  First  of  all,  I  recommend  my  soul  to 
God  who  gave  it  and  my  bodv  to  the  earth  to  be  buried  in  a  decent 
Christian  like  manner  and  as  to  such  worldly  estate  as  it  has  pleased 
God  to  bless  me  I  give  and  devise  as  follows  to  wit:  I  give  and  bequeath 
my  present  dwelling  situate  on  Market  Square  in  Middletown  in  the 
County  of  Dauphin  aforesaid  unto  my  beloved  wife  Anna  Barbara*  to  be 
by  her  possessed  and  enjoyed  during  her  natural  life  together  with  the 
appurtenances  and  also  the  stove  and  house  clock,  a  bed  and  all  belong¬ 
ing  to  it  of  which  she  may  have  the  choice.  Likewise  as  much  household 
and  kitchen  furniture  as  she  may  have  occasion  for  and  such  as  she  may 
choose,  which  she  may  dispose  of  as  she  thinks  proper.  I  also  give  and 
bequeath  to  my  said  wife  Anna  Barbara  all  the  bonds  due  to  me  from 
her  father’s  estate  and  to  be  by  her  possessed  and  disposed  of  as  she  may 
think  proper.  The  bond  of  twenty-five  pounds  which  I  gave  to  John 
Grist,  my  wife’s  father,  and  which  I  was  to  have  paid  after  her  decease 
four  weeks,  the  same  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  wife  as  soon  as  my 
Executors  shall  collect  so  much  and  further  I  will  and  direct  my  Executors 
to  pay  unto  my  said  wife  the  sum  of  eighteen  pounds  per  annum  during 
her  natural  life.  The  bond  my  son-in-law,  John  Smuller,  gave  to  me  is 

*  The  second  wife. 


73 


APPENDIX 


to  remain  in  force,  but  he  is  not  be  pushed  for  the  money  of  said  bond 
as  long  as  he  keeps  house  provided  the  term  of  payment  shall  not  exceed 
four  years;  and  my  Executors  shall  be  competent  judges  whether  the  said 
John  Smuller  behaves  himself  orderly  or  not,  and  if  they  think  he  does 
not  behave  orderly  they  may  collect  the  money  of  the  said  John  Smuller 
at  any  time  they  may  think  proper.  Further  I  give  and  devise  to  my  son 
John  the  house  and  lot  I  purchased  off  Melchoir  Rahm  situate  in  New¬ 
town  in  the  state  of  New  York  with  the  appurtenances  to  by  him 
possessed  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  for  which  he  is  to  pay  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  be  deducted  from  his  part  of  my 
estate.  And  as  to  the  rest  of  my  estate  of  whatever  name  or  nature  I  give, 
devise,  and  bequeath  unto  my  children  to  wit:  Elizabeth  Catharine  and 
John  share  and  share  alike  excepting  the  following  legacies  to  wit:  It  is 
my  will  that  Susanna  Smuller  wife  of  John  Smuller  is  to  receive  fifty 
pounds  out  of  my  estate.  Jacob  Shirts  and  Catharine  Dickey,  wife  of 
Thomas  Dickey (  all  children  of  my  wife);  the  two  last  mentioned  is  to 
receive  twenty-five  pounds  each.  The  said  moneys  to  be  paid  as  soon  as 
my  estate  is  settled.  It  is  my  will  that  the  fence  round  my  dwelling  lot 
and  the  oven  is  to  be  made  new  and  the  expenses  to  be  paid  out  of  my 
estate.  And  lastly,  I  nominate  and  constitute  and  appoint  my  loving  friend 
Philip  Griner  of  Swatara  Township  in  the  County  of  Dauphin,  and 
Joseph  Shenk  of  Donegal  Township  in  the  County  of  Lancaster  to  be  the 
Executors  of  this  my  last  will  hereby  revoking  all  other  wills,  legacies 
and  bequests  by  me  herefore  made  and  declaring  this  and  no  other  to  be 
my  last  will  and  testament.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  here  unto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  October  17,  1807. 

N.B. 

It  is  my  will  that  the  stove  and  house  clock  above  mentioned  is  not  to  be 
at  my  wife’s  disposal  only  during  her  life  and  at  her  decease  to  revert  to 
my  heirs. 

Sealed  and  published  and  declared  by  the  testator  as  his  last  will  and 
testament  in  the  presence  of  John  Metzgar  and  Charles  Brandon. 

George  P.  Shockin 


Last  will  and  testament  of  John  Alexander  (1766-1814) 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen,  I,  John  Alexander  of  the  County  of 
Huntingdon  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  Farmer,  being  very  sick  and 
weak  in  body  but  of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  thanks  be  given  unto 
God,  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  knowing  that  it  is  ap¬ 
pointed  for  all  men  once  to  die  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and 
testament.  First  of  all,  I  give  and  recommend  my  soul  into  the  hand  of 
Almighty  God  that  gave  it  and  my  body  I  recommend  to  the  earth  to  be 
buried  in  decent  Christian  burial  at  the  discretion  of  my  executors, 
nothing  doubting  but  at  the  general  resurrection  I  shall  receive  the  same 
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again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  and  as  touching  such  worldly  estate 
wherewith  it  has  pleased  God  to  help  me  in  this  life  I  give,  devise,  and 
dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following  manner  and  form.  First,  I  give  and 
bequeath  to  Martha,  my  beloved  wife,  all  the  household  furniture  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  following,  viz:  All  the  beds  and  bedding  together  with  the 
household  furniture  that  is  to  say  all  which  she  thinks  she  shall  stand  in 
need  of  likewise  two  milch  cows  and  three  sheep.  And  the  rest  of  the 
property  I  allow  to  be  sold  in  vendue  and  the  money  when  it  becomes 
due  be  collected  and  put  out  to  interest  and  the  interest  of  be  applied  for 
the  use  of  the  family  in  maintaining  and  educating  the  children  and 
supporting  their  mother,  and  if  the  interest  should  not  be  enough  to  draw 
out  of  the  stock  when  the  children  come  of  age,  if  their  mother  should 
then  be  living.  It  is  my  request  that  there  shall  be  no  division  made 
while  she  is  alive  without  she  sees  cause  to  do  so  herself.  It  is  my  will  and 
mind  when  the  boys  come  to  an  age  to  be  put  to  a  mechanical  calling 
without  they  are  so  inclined  not  to  force  them  to  join  it  without  they 
are  agreed  themselves.  Also  I  likewise  constitute  make  and  ordain  Martha, 
my  beloved  wife,  and  David  Caldwell  mv  sole  Executors  of  this  my  last 
will  and  testament,  and  I  do  here  utterly  disallow,  revoke  and  disannul 
all  and  every  other  former  testaments,  wills,  legacies,  bequests,  and  execu¬ 
tions  by  me  in  any  wise  before  mentioned  willed  and  bequeathed  ratify¬ 
ing  and  confirming  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  herein  to  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1814. 


John  Alexander 

Witnessed: 

John  Stuart 
Thomas  Richardson 


Last  will  of  [ohn  Whittaker(  Born  September  17,  1766:  died  October  12, 
1844) 

(Will  Book  No.  4,  page  398,  399) 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen,  I,  John  Whittaker  of  the  Borough  of 
Huntingdon  the  county  of  Huntingdon  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  being  in  perfect  health  of  body,  and  of  sound  mind,  memory  and 
understanding  but  considering  the  uncertainty  of  the  transitory  life  do 
make  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner  and  form 
following  to  wit:  first,  It  is  my  will  and  I  do  hereby  order  that  all  my 
just  debts  and  funeral  expenses  be  duly  paid  and  satisfied  as  soon  as  con¬ 
veniently  can  be  after  my  decease.  Second,  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath 
to  my  four  sons,  John,  George,  Thomas  and  Daniel  S.  and  to  my  daugh¬ 
ter  Margaret  the  sum  of  ninety  dollars  each.  Third,  to  my  son  John 
I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  the  house  and  lot  now  in  his  possession,  and 
also  the  house  and  lot  I  now  occupy,  he  yielding  and  paying  therefore 
to  my  Executors  hereinafter  named  accounting  to  them  for  the  sum  of 
1500  dollars.  Fourth,  to  my  son  George  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  the 
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plantation  or  tract  of  land  on  which  he  now  resides,  he  yielding  and 
paying  therefore  to  my  said  Executors,  an  accounting  to  them  for  the 
sum  of  2600  dollars.  Fifth,  to  my  son  Thomas  I  give,  devise  and  be¬ 
queath  the  mills  and  land  attached  thereto  and  now  occupied  by  him, 
he  yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  said  Executors  an  accounting  to  them 
for  the  sum  of  5500  dollars.  Sixth,  to  my  son  Daniel  S.  I  give,  devise  and 
bequeath  the  plantation  or  tract  of  land  on  which  he  now  resides,  he 
yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  my  said  Executors  an  accounting  to 
them  for  the  sum  of  4000  dollars.  Seventh,  It  is  my  will  and  I  do  hereby 
order  and  direct  that  the  division  lane  between  the  plantations  hereby 
bequeathed  to  my  sons  George  and  Daniel  S.  shall  be  and  remain  the 
same  as  that  some  time  since  established  by  me  to  wit:  the  road  leading- 
down  Noble’s  Hollow  to  the  turnpike  road,  thence  down  the  same  to  the 
lane  made  and  leading  to  the  old  lane  at  the  river.  Eighth,  It  is  my  will 
and  I  do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  my  said  Executors  shall  not  pay 
to  any  of  my  heirs  herein  before  or  herein  after  named,  any  accounts  they 
may  have  or  any  claims  they  may  make  against  my  estate,  or  make  any 
allowance,  to  them  or  either  of  them  for  or  by  reason  of  any  such  ac¬ 
counts  or  claims  other  than  the  credits  which  they  may  have  respectively 
on  their  accounts  in  my  books.  Ninth,  It  is  my  will  and  I  do  hereby  order 
and  direct  that  my  said  daughter  Margaret,  and  my  daughters  Cathe¬ 
rine  and  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Ann  shall  have  the  privilege  of  taking  all 
or  such  portion  as  they  may  elect  of  my  beds,  bedding,  household  and 
kitchen  furniture  at  the  appraised  value  thereof,  and  that  they  shall  also 
have  the  privilege  of  taking  my  bonds  or  notes  which  I  may  have  at  my 
decease,  they  accounting  to  my  said  Executors  therefore,  The  choice  to 
be  according  to  seniority.  And  as  touching  all  the  rest,  residue  and  re¬ 
mainder  of  my  estate,  real  and  personal  of  what  kind  or  nature  whatso¬ 
ever  the  same  may  be,  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon  aforesaid  or  else¬ 
where  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  the  same  (including  the  sums  men¬ 
tioned  to  be  paid  or  allowed  by  my  sons  John,  George,  Thomas  and 
Daniel  S.  for  the  property  herein  before  bequeathed  to  them)  to  my  said 
sons  John,  George,  Thomas  and  Daniel  S.,  and  to  my  daughters  Mar¬ 
garet,  Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Ann  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns 
share  and  share  alike.  And  lastly,  I  do  hereby  nominate,  constitute,  and 
appoint  my  son  John  Whittaker  of  the  Borough  of  Huntingdon  and  my 
son-in-law  Jacob  Fockler  of  Henderson  township  to  be  Executors  of  this 
my  will,  hereby  revoking  all  other  wills,  legacies  and  bequests  by  me 
heretofore  made  and  declaring  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  will  and 
testament. 


In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  day 
of  September,  1842. 


John  Whittaker 


Signed,  sealed  and  declared  by  the  testator  as  his  last  will  and 
testament  in  the  presence  of  us. 


Daniel  Africa 
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John  Whittaker,  Adin. 
of 

Elizabeth  Whittaker,  dec’d. 

Bond  in  $3000  filed 
John  Whittaker,  Jr. 
and  Jacob  Fockler,  sureties 

Memo: 

Letters  of  administration  in  common  form  were  this  day  granted  to 
John  Whittaker,  of  the  Borough  of  Huntingdon,  on  the  estate  of  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  Whittaker,  deceased,  formerly  Elizabeth  Shawken,  one  of  the 
residuary  legatees  under  the  will  of  George  P.  Shawkin,  late  of  the  county 
of  Dauphin,  deceased.  Inventory  to  be  exhibited  on  or  before  the  4th 
day  of  May  next  and  a  just  and  true  account  calculation  and  reckoning 
of  his  said  administration  on  or  before  April  4,  1833.  Given  under  seal 
of  office  this  4th  day  of  April,  1832. 

D.  N.  Porter,  Register 

Abstracts  of  Deeds  for  “Whittaker  Mills" 

Book  I,  Page  187  May  14,  1803 

For  the  sum  of  2800  pounds  Pennsylvania  money  John  Whittaker 
purchased  from  Jonathan  Roland  four  tracts  of  land,  consisting  of  604 
acres,  situated  one  mile  above  Huntingdon  on  the  south  side  of  the  Juni¬ 
ata  River  by  the  land  of  David  Cryder  and  William  Hussey,  and  a  fifth 
tract,  consisting  of  the  north  bank  of  the  river  from  the  old  ferry  to  the 

Big  Spring. 

Book  P.-2,  Page  299  May  9,  1848 

Thomas  Whittaker  and  wife  sold  for  the  sum  of  $4400  to  David  Mc- 
Murtrie,  Thomas  Fisher,  John  G.  Miles,  and  John  Ker,  these  five  tracts 
of  land  in  Porter  and  Henderson  Townships  about  a  mile  above  Hunting¬ 
don;  named  in  the  original  deed  as  “Fairfield,”  consisting  of  forty-eight 
acres,  surveyed  in  the  name  of  Daniel  Cryder,  situated  at  the  river; 
“Farmer’s  Hope,”  comprising  fifty-three  acres;  “Flaxfield,”  totaling  448 
acres,  and  beginning  at  the  river;  “Wheatfield,”  containing  fifty-five 
acres,  beginning  at  the  river  by  a  hickory. 

The  above  four  tracts  were  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  to  Michael  Cryder,  by  patents,  dated  May  11,  1795,  for  the  first 
tract  and  by  patents,  dated  June  27,  1800,  for  the  last  three  tracts. 

The  fifth  tract,  “the  other  of  the  said  tracts  lying  on  the  northern 
side  of  said  river  Juniata,  and  forming  its  bank  opposite  the  lands  first 
above  described,  extending  from  a  large  pine  tree  below  an  old  ferry  up 
to  the  Big  Spring  and  in  breadth  from  the  old  road  to  the  river,”  being- 
part  and  parcel  of  a  tract  of  land  which  Benjamin  Elliott  by  deed  in 
Book  H.,  page  114,  conveyed  to  said  Michael  Cryder;  who,  April  29, 
1800,  recorded  in  Book  G.,  page  153,  deeded  to  Jonathan  Roland;  who  on 
the  14th  of  May,  1803,  conveyed  to  John  Whittaker,  recorded  in  Book 
I.,  page  187. 
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Reminiscences 

During  the  summer  of  1961  in  conversation  with  “Uncle”  Ed  Whit¬ 
taker  who  was  then  in  his  ninety-first  year,  I  asked  him  to  reminisce  a 
bit  about  the  older  generation  of  Whittakers  as  he  knew  them  or  to  re¬ 
late  some  of  the  legends  and  little  stories  that  are  handed  down  in  a 
family. 

In  speaking  of  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Whittaker,  II,  the  father  of 
Thomas  Shockey  Whittaker,  “Uncle”  Ed  said  that  his  grandfather  was 
a  man  of  medium  height,  of  light  complexion,  had  gray  eyes  and  was 
of  rather  quick  temper.  He  liked  the  out  of  doors.  Being  a  true  son  of 
the  times  and  of  the  Pennsylvania  woodlands,  he  was  a  great  hunter.  It 
is  said  that  his  Pennsylvania  rifle  was  so  much  a  part  of  his  life  that  his 
family  jokingly  said  that  a  groove  must  be  worn  in  his  shoulder  from  the 
constant  carrying  of  the  gun. 

In  my  possession  is  a  “common-place”  book  that  he  made  use  of  in 
the  early  1820’s.  In  this  he  practiced  the  solving  of  sums,  making 
simple  entries  in  bookkeeping  for  the  mill  accounts,  perfecting  through 
copying  exercises  the  Spencerian  hand  thought  essential  to  an  educa¬ 
tion  in  that  day,  and  even  indulged  in  writing  a  little  poetry.  One  poem 
concerns  his  feelings  pertaining  to  the  War  of  1812  and  what  ought 
to  be  done  to  the  British. 

A  man  of  patriotic  instincts  Great-grandfather  Thomas  was  one 
day  with  his  sons  John,  William,  and  Thomas  S.,  working  in  the  fields 

when  the  subject  of  the  southern  rebellion  now  in  its  second  year  came 

up.  It  is  said  that  the  old  gentleman  made  this  remark.  “If  one  of 

you  boys  don’t  join  the  army  pretty  soon,  why  I  am  going  to  do  it.” 

Thomas  S.,  threw  down  his  haying  fork  and  said,  “All  right,  I  am 
going  to  enlist  and  right  now.”  Within  a  few  months  his  regiment,  the 
125th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  seeing  action  in  the  battle 
of  Antietam.  Charles,  the  youngest  son,  was  already  a  member  of  an 
Indiana  cavalry  regiment. 

The  tallest  member  of  the  family  was  Charles,  who  was  six  feet  two, 
with  sandy  hair  and  steel  blue  eyes.  William  was  fairly  tall  but  under 
six  feet  and  had  auburn  hair  and  gray  eyes,  an  inheritance  from  the 
Alexanders,  his  mother’s  people.  John,  who  resembled  Daniel  Whittaker, 
his  first  cousin,  was  the  shortest  of  the  four  boys  and  the  oldest,  having 
a  decisive  personality,  neat  and  orderly  in  all  that  he  did  and  a  firm 
believer  in  Presbyterian  doctrine.  A  repeated  saying  of  his  was  “What¬ 
ever  is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well.”  John  had  his  favorites  among 
the  animals  on  the  farm.  “Fan”  was  his  special  horse,  a  draft  animal, 
that  lived  to  be  almost  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Finally  he,  not  being 
able  to  do  it  himself,  had  to  have  one  of  his  nephews  shoot  the  animal, 
taking  it  to  a  hollow  above  the  house. 

As  for  the  girls  in  the  family,  Mary  was  the  tallest,  then  Maggie; 
then  Eliza,  who  possessed  an  out-going,  friendly  disposition.  The  boys 
and  Eliza  —  all  favored  the  Alexanders  with  their  chestnut  or  sandy 
hair  and  the  cut  of  their  features.  Maggie  and  Mary  resembled  their 
father  in  appearance. 
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Uncle  Charles  often  joked  about  his  long  legs.  During  the  Civil 
War  he  was  for  a  time  on  the  staff  of  General  Hobert.  In  the  midst  of 
a  skirmish,  the  general  lost  his  horse  and  the  rebels  were  pursuing  them 
closely.  Charles,  seeing  the  predicament  of  his  general,  shouted,  “Here 
General,  take  my  horse  and  I'll  see  wTat  these  long  legs  of  mine  can  do 
about  getting  me  out  of  here.”  So  he  helped  the  three  hundred  pound 
general  on  the  horse  and  then  sprinted  for  cover  and  avoided  capture. 

Mary,  as  a  girl  in  her  teens  went  to  Blairsville  Academy  and  to  a 
school  in  Ohio.  The  girls,  had  a  small  income  from  the  interest  their 
brothers  paid  them  for  the  money  they  had  invested  in  the  farms,  as  well 
as  a  small  inheritance  of  their  own. 

The  Lincoln  Genealogy 

(I)  ROBERT  LINCOLN,  died  1543,  of  Norfolkshire,  England,  the 
earliest  known  ancestor  of  the  Lincoln  family. 

(II)  ROBERT  LINCOLN,  died  1556. 

(III)  RICHARD  LINCOLN,  died  1620. 

(IV)  EDWARD  LINCOLN,  born  1575;  died  1640. 

(V)  SAMUEL  LINCOLN,  born  1619;  died  May  26,  1690,  married 
Martha  Lewis,  died  April  10,  1693;  he  emigrated  from  Norwich,  Hing- 
ham,  in  Norfolkshire,  England,  to  Massachusetts  in  1637  and  settled  at 
Hingham,  which  became  the  stronghold  of  the  Lincoln  family.  This 
Samuel  Lincoln  is  the  founder  of  the  Lincoln  family  in  America  and 
the  ancestor  of  the  President,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

(VI)  SAMUEL  LINCOLN,  born  1650;  died  1720,  married  Debo¬ 
rah  Hersey,  born  1665;  died  1706. 

(VII)  SAMUEL  LINCOLN,  born  1690;  died  1758,  married  Ruth 
Cushing,  born  1692;  died  1736. 

(VIII)  SAMUEL  LINCOLN,  born  1714;  died  1783;  married  Mary 
Bates,  born  1723;  died  1763. 

(IX)  SETH  LINCOLN,  born  1751 ;  died  1839,  married  Mary  Fear¬ 
ing,  born  1749;  died  1815.  Seth  Lincoln  was  a  sergeant  in  the  American 
Revolution. 

(X)  ABEL  LINCOLN,  of  Massachusetts,  born  1777;  died  of  yellow 
fever  in  New  Orleans,  June  5,  1822.  He  was  a  sea  captain  and  married 
in  1810,  Elinor  Matilda  Blodget,  born  1797;  died  September  16,  1833, 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  Blodget,  Jr.,  and  Rebecca  (Smith)  Blodget,  and 
the  granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Smith,  D.D.,  founder  of  the 
town  of  Huntingdon  and  first  Provost  of  the  College  of  Philadelphia, 
which  became  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

1.  William  Smith,  born  November  10,  1811;  died  October  2,  1884. 

2.  Thomas  Blodget,  born  1813. 

3.  Julia  Maria,  born  February  7,  1816. 

4.  John  George,  born  1818;  died  1842. 
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Samuel  Blodget,  Jr.,  born  at  GofTstown,  New  Hampshire,  August 
28,  1757,  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Blodget,  Sr.,  and  Hannah  (White) 
Blodget;  died  April  14,  1814  in  Baltimore,  Maryland-’,  and  was  buried 
in  Christ  Church  ground,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  His  first  wife  was  Dorothy, 
the  daughter  of  General  Nathaniel  Folsom.  During  the  American  Revo- 
lution  at  the  time  of  the  encampment  of  the  patriot  forces  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  July,  1  775,  he  entered  the  military  service  and  became  ac- 
quaintd  with  General  Washington,  serving  for  a  time  on  his  military 
staff.  On  November  8,  1776,  he  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  Company 
8,  in  Colonel  Enoch  Poor's  regiment,  recruited  in  New  Hampshire.  Cap¬ 
tain  Blodget  left  the  service  in  1778  in  broken  health  and  engaged  in  the 
East  India  trade  in  Boston,  visiting  Europe  in  1784  and  again  in  1790. 
In  1789  he  removed  to  Philadelphia  where  his  first  wife  died  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  Here  he  established  the  Insurance  Company  of  North 
America.  He  designed  the  First  Bank  of  the  United  States,  built  1795,  and 
preserved  today  in  the  Independence  Hall  Federal  Park  Project.  On 
May  10,  1792,  Captain  Blodget  married  Rebecca,  born  April  11,  1772; 
died  March  9,  1837,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Smith,  D.D.,  Provost 
of  the  Philadelphia  University.  In  1791-92  he  bought  a  large  tract  of 
land  on  the  future  site  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  in  1795  built  just  north 
of  the  junction  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  Avenues,  the  first 
house  in  Washington,  which  was  occupied  for  a  time  by  President  Adams 
and  family  while  the  White  House  was  being  completed.  He  also  built 
another  house  of  historical  note,  which  he  named  the  Union  Pacific 
Hotel,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Post  Office  Department, 
and  which  was  bought  by  the  government  in  1810,  and  used  as  a  “general 
post-office,”  until  1836,  when  it  was  burned.  After  the  burning  of  the 
capitol  by  the  British  in  1814,  Congress  met  in  it  for  a  time.  He  was 
interested  in  many  activities  to  benefit  the  National  Capital  and  gener¬ 
ously  gave  a  large  fortune  to  help  build  up  the  future  city.  He  was 
also  interested  in  a  national  university  and  left  a  sum  of  money  for  that 
purpose.  With  his  architectural  ability  Captain  Blodget  in  1793  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  city  commissioners  as  the  General  Superintendent  of  the 
work  of  erecting  the  public  buildings  in  the  new  capital  of  the  nation. 
His  portrait,  painted  by  Trumbull,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Insurance 
Company  of  North  America. 

(XI)  1.  WILLIAM  SMITH  LINCOLN  married  Lena  Mary 
Given,  of  New  Florence,  Westmoreland  County,  December  1,  1842. 

5.  John  George,  born  October  1,  1844;  died  1928. 

6.  Margaret  Tavlor,  born  January  26,  1846;  died  September  15, 
1917. 

7.  Robert  Given,  born  September  12,  1847;  died  June  18,  1929. 

8.  Julia  Matilda,  born  September  24,  1849;  died  1924. 

9.  William  Duncan,  born  September  24,  1851;  died  1933. 

10.  Eleanor  Maria,  born  February  18,  1854;  died  March  9,  1860. 

5.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  Vol.  II,  p.  380. 
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11.  Harriet  Isabel,  born  March  4,  1856;  died  June  10,  1920. 

12.  Harry,  born  December  25,  1857;  died  March  14,  1860. 

Mrs.  Lena  Mary  (Given)  Lincoln,  born  February  2,  1822;  died  No¬ 
vember  5,  1904,  was  the  daughter  of  Associate  Judge  Robert  Given,  born 
1799;  died  1882,  and  Mary  (Taylor)  Given,  who  died  in  1835. 

William  Smith  Lincoln  came  into  Huntingdon  County  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  1 838  to  take  possession  of  a  portion  of  the  Smith  lands  lying 
in  Walker  Township  along  Tussey  Mountain,  his  inheritance  from  the 
estate  of  his  great-grandfather,  the  Rev.  William  Smith,  D.D.  Lincoln 
was  reared  in  the  Episcopal  faith.  He  was  trained  to  be  a  printer,  but 
subsequently  became  an  ironmaster  and  farmer  in  Huntingdon  County. 

(XI)  2.  THOMAS  RLODGET  LINCOLN  married  Sophia,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Michael  W.  Ash,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  March  1,  1835. 

13.  Elinor  Matilda. 

14.  Harriet. 

15.  Sophia. 

16.  James  Rush. 

Mrs.  Sophia  (Ash)  Lincoln  died  at  Belmont,  Philadelphia,  January, 
1844. 

(XI)  3.  JULIA  MARIA  LINCOLN  married  Robert  Williams, 
Esq.,  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  1840. 

17.  Elinor  Matilda,  born  April  19,  1841. 

18.  Robert  Berkley,  born  July  1,  1845. 

19.  Sarah  Barns,  born  August  24,  1848. 

20.  William  Lincoln. 

21.  Richard  Currie,  born  June  10,  1855;  died  March  29,  1879. 

(XII)  5.  JOHN  GEORGE  LINCOLN  married  Lauretta  Virginia 
Yocum,  of  McConnellstown,  Pa.,  December  25,  1877. 

22.  Margaret,  married  William  Peightal,  of  Hartslog  Valley. 

23.  John  Floyd,  born  1885;  died  1945. 

24.  Florence,  married  a  Mr.  Smith. 

Mrs.  Lauretta  Virginia  (Yocum)  Lincoln  was  born  in  December, 
1855;  died  March  18,  1912. 

John  George  Lincoln,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  a  Civil  War 
veteran,  having  been  a  member  of  Company  C.,  125th  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry. 

(XII)  6.  MARGARET  TAYLOR  LINCOLN  married  Willis  B. 
Watson,  of  Huntingdon,  February  7,  1878.  Mr.  Watson  was  born  May 
25,  1844;  died  November  26,  1916. 

25.  Herbert  Lincoln,  born  April  4,  1880;  died  July  14,  1880. 

26.  Mary,  born  September,  1881;  died  November  1,  1949,  married 
Clair  Wright,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

(XII)  7.  ROBERT  GIVEN  LINCOLN  married  Martha  Campbell, 
of  McConnellstown,  Pa.,  December  25,  1872,  the  daughter  of  William 
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Carleton  Campbell,  born  March  31,  1822;  died  September  21,  1854,  and 
Mary  Ann  (Householder)  Campbell,  born  April  2,  1822;  died  October 
25,  1892,  and  the  granddaughter  of  James  and  Martha  (Fleming) 
Campbell,  of  Perry  County,  Pa. 

27.  William  Smith,  born  May  1,  1875;  died  August  28,  1899. 

28.  Lena  Mary,  born  March  11,  1877. 

29.  Alice  Carey,  born  April  30,  1881. 

30.  Bessie  Campbell,  born  December  15,  1884;  died  May  18,  1961. 

31.  Robert  Hoke,  born  August  27,  1887;  died  May  23,  1956. 

(XII)  8.  JULIA  MATILDA  LINCOLN  married  Harry  D.  Bar¬ 
clay,  of  Philadelphia,  April  17,  1884.  Mr.  Barclay,  born  May  1852; 
died  March  7,  1891. 

32.  Mary,  born  1887,  married  a  Mr.  Erb,  of  Philadelphia. 

33.  Harry  Lincoln,  born  January  14,  1888;  died  April  21,  1888. 

(XII)  9.  WILLIAM  DUNCAN  LINCOLN  married  Rachel  Heff¬ 
ner,  of  McConnellstown,  Pa.,  November  27,  1900. 

Mrs.  Rachel  (Heffner)  Lincoln  was  born  1855;  died  in  1937. 

(XII)  11.  HARRIET  ISABEL  LINCOLN  married  Andrew  W. 
McNeal,  of  Three  Springs,  Huntingdon  County,  May  29,  1890.  Mr. 
McNeal  was  born  in  1851  and  died  in  1933. 

(XII)  16.  JAMES  RUSH  LINCOLN  married  Eliza  Aldridge,  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  R.  Blake,  Esq.,  of  Virginia,  March  28,  1865. 

34.  Rush  Aldridge  Hunt,  born  April  8,  1866. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  died  May  12,  1866. 

(XIII)  31.  ROBERT  HOKE  LINCOLN  married  Etta  Elizabeth, 
the  daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Morrison)  Hollenbaugh,  of 
Mount  Union,  Pa.,  March  1,  1916. 

35.  Robert  Morrison,  born  1917,  married  Betty  Henderson,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Henderson,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Etta  Elizabeth  H.  Lincoln  was  born  at  Blain,  Perry  County, 
January  8,  1881;  died  at  Huntingdon,  February  18,  1931. 

(XIII)  31.  ROBERT  HOKE  LINCOLN  married  (second)  Frances 
Cant,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Cant,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

The  McMurtrie  Family 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  War  there  came  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  two  brothers,  David  and  James  McMurtrie,  sent  by  a  canny 
Scotch  father  who  was  loyal  to  the  British  crown  and  did  not  choose  to 
have  his  sons  become  part  of  the  rebel  army.  David  became  the  ancestor 
of  the  McMurtrie  family  in  Huntingdon,  while  James  settled  in  Shavers 
Creek  Valley  and  reared  a  family. 

David  McMurtrie,  born  January  14,  1764;  died  November  9,  1843, 
married  Martha  Elliott,  born  June  10,  1779;  died  February  26,  1843,  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Carpenter)  Elliott. 

Benjamin  Elliott,  born  1752;  died  March  15,  1835,  married  Mary 
Carpenter,  born  1754;  died  1784,  in  the  St.  James  Episcopal  Church, 
Lancaster,  April  9,  1776.  Benjamin  Elliott  came  to  Huntingdon  about 
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1775,  and  during  the  course  of  a  long  life,  served  his  community  well. 
In  1776  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  state  convention  in  Philadelphia  that 
created  the  new  state  government  after  the  colonies  had  declared  them¬ 
selves  independent  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  the  first  sheriff  of  the  county 
when  it  was  organized  in  1787  and  the  first  burgess  of  Huntingdon  when 
the  borough  was  established  in  1796.  He  was  Lieutenant  of  the  county, 
county  treasurer,  county  commissioner,  and  associate  Judge.  In  1787, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Convention  to  ratify  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  his  Federal  vote  for  Huntingdon  County  made  it 
the  only  county  west  of  the  Susquehanna  with  the  exception  of  York,  to 
ratify  the  United  States  Constitution.  His  action  precipitated  what  came 
to  be  known  locally  as  “General  McAlevy’s  War”  when  the  General  and 
a  body  of  men  marched  on  Huntingdon  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
personal  injury  to  the  prominent  Federalists,  i.e.,  Coloniel  Elliott,  Thomas 
Duncan  Smith,  who  was  the  son  of  the  founder  of  the  town,  David  Mc- 
Murtrie,  Andrew  Henderson,  and  their  friends,  but  the  “army”  satisfied 
itself  with  marching  through  the  town  and  throwing  stones  at  the  win¬ 
dows  of  their  political  opponents. 

David  McMurtrie,  one  of  the  extensive  landowners  in  the  county, 
built  in  1818  his  residence,  a  handsome  brick  structure,  on  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  Penn  and  Fourth  Streets.  This  property  remained  in  the 
family  name  until  the  death  of  Miss  Clara  McMurtrie  in  1952,  who 
willed  the  mansion  to  the  town  for  the  purposes  of  a  library  and  meeting 
place  for  the  Huntingdon  Historical  Society. 

David  McMurtrie  held  a  number  of  the  local  offices  and  was  treas¬ 
urer  of  Huntingdon  County  in  1787  and  a  member  of  the  state  assembly 
in  1794  and  1795. 

The  children  of  David  and  Martha  McMurtrie  are  as  follows: 

1.  James  E.,  born  July  4,  1796;  died  September  25,  1838. 

2.  Mary,  born  January  16,  1800;  married  James  Gwin  of  Hunting¬ 
don;  had  one  son,  David  P.  Gwin,  born  December  18,  1828. 

3.  Ellen,  born  January  3,  1802;  died  August  17,  1847,  married 
Matthew  D.  Gregg  of  Centre  County,  and  had  Martha,  born  1830;  died 
September  11,  1851,  married  Richard  R.  Bryan;  and  David  McMurtrie 
Gregg,  born  April  10,  1833,  at  Huntingdon,  was  graduated  from  West 
Point  in  1855,  and  during  the  Civil  War  became  a  general  in  command 
of  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

4.  David,  born  July  11,  1804;  died  July  7,  1892,  married  Martha 
McC.,  born  November  28,  1803;  died  November  8,  1890. 

5.  Benjamin,  born  December  15,  1806;  died  June  19,  1856,  married 
Ellen  Dorsey,  born  February  6,  1797;  died  April  17,  1839;  and  had  one 
son,  Rudolph  McMurtrie,  born  April  5,  1839;  died  November  29,  1873. 

6.  Margery,  born  May  22,  1809;  died  May  8,  1840. 

7.  William  Edward,  born  February  25,  1817;  died  January  27,  1893, 
married  Margaret  Whittaker,  born  October  27,  1817;  died  May  14,  1899, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Grove)  Whittaker. 
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